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JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-LACK-
LAND, Texas — Maj. Gen. Timothy D. 
Haugh assumed command of Twenty-Fifth 
Air Force from Maj. Gen. Mary F. O’Brien 
during a change of command ceremony 
presided over by Gen. Mike Holmes, Air 
Combat Command commander here, Aug. 
29.

“As we conduct this change of command 
to honor these two leaders, let’s not forget 
that we are also honoring the performance 
of the 29,000 Airmen from around Twen-
ty-Fifth Air Force,” Holmes said.

“Today, I recognize the accomplishments 
of two great leaders who have built careers 
within the intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance community; both really 
helped design and build this command, and 
we are grateful for and look forward to 
your continued teamwork and partnership.

“There is an exciting future for the Air-
men of Twenty-Fifth Air Force.”

The Twenty-Fifth Air Force provides 
multisource intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance products, applications and 
resources, to include cyber and geospatial 
forces and expertise. 

Additionally, it is the Service Cryptolog-
ic Component responsible to the National 
Security Agency/Central Security Service 
for Air Force matters involving the conduct 
of cryptologic activities, including the full 
spectrum of missions directly related to 
both tactical warfighting and national-level 
operations.

O’Brien, who was recently confirmed as 
the Air Force’s next deputy chief of staff 
for ISR and cyber effects operations, will 
receive her third star and promotion to the 
rank of lieutenant general.

“I want all of you to know it has truly 

been my honor to serve with you these past 
two years. 

“I am grateful for the opportunity to 
work with so many outstanding, dedicated 
professionals who are determined to pro-
tect and defend our nation from those who 

would do us harm,” O’Brien said.
“I know you will continue to innovate, 

forge new mission concepts, and create 
decisive effects for commanders engaged 
in competition and conflict with adversaries 
across the globe. Because of you, we are 

the greatest air, space and cyberspace pow-
er in the world. I will celebrate your future 
successes and you can count on me to be 
your strongest advocate.”

Haugh, takes command of Twenty-Fifth 
Air Force after having served as the Cyber 
National Mission Force commander at Fort 
George G. Meade, Maryland.

“When I graduated from the last SIGINT 
(signals intelligence) officer training class 
at Goodfellow (AFB, Texas) 27 years ago, 
I never imagined I would be standing 
here, today. As a career SIGINT officer, 
having served in every one of the past 
three Twenty-Fifth Air Force predecessor 
organizations (AFISRA, AIA, AFIC), I have 
witnessed the excellence of this enterprise 
firsthand. I am proud to be back home, and 
look forward to continuing our great work 
together,” Haugh said.

“We are engaged in power competition 
with adversaries in all domains today; 
intelligence is the fuel that commanders 
require to maneuver in response. The 
nation expects our enterprise to be global 
and agile; integrated into daily combat and 
reconnaissance operations, and capable of 
quickly maneuvering capabilities to focus 
on emerging threats. We will expect posi-
tive, innovative leadership at all levels.

“We will invest in our people, train them 
well, allow them to excel. I am inspired by 
what you have accomplished, 

“I am honored to serve with you, and I 
look forward to the great things we will 
achieve together.”

Haugh, a distinguished graduate of the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
program at Lehigh University, Pennsyl-
vania, is a career intelligence officer; and 
has served as the U.S. Cyber Command 
Director of Intelligence among his many 
successful assignments since his 1991 
commissioning.
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By Tech. Sgt. Christopher Carranza
403rd Wing Public Affairs

KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, Miss. 
(AFNS) — The Air Force Reserve’s 53rd 
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, aka 
Hurricane Hunters, have flown 25 mis-
sions, from Aug. 25 to their last, Sept. 6, in 
support of Hurricane Dorian.

Operations began with three WC-130J 
aircrafts and one C-130J Super Hercules 
aircraft from the 403rd Wing departing 
Keesler Air Force Base, Aug. 25, for 
Curaçao to provide weather reconnais-
sance support of what was then Tropical 
Storm Dorian.

The three weather crews, assigned 
to the 53rd WRS, had been flying fixed 
missions out of Curaçao the night of Aug. 
26, said Maj. Kendall Dunn, 53rd WRS 
pilot. The tactical airlift crew, assigned to 
the 815th Airlift Squadron, carried extra 
cargo and aircraft parts to support the 
weather aircraft, he added.

A fixed mission is when the aircraft col-
lects weather data such as temperature, 
wind speed, wind direction, humidity and 
surface pressure. Aircrews fly through the 
eye of a storm four to six times to locate 
the low-pressure center and circulation of 
the storm.

During each pass through the eye, 
crews release a dropsonde, which collects 
weather data on its descent to the ocean 
surface, specifically gathering data on the 
surface winds and pressure.

The Hurricane Hunters continued flying 
fixed missions out of Curaçao until they 
repositioned to Homestead Air Reserve 

Base, Florida on Aug. 28.
“Our mission is to go out and find the 

exact center of the storm and find how 
big the wind radius is and figure out what 
is going on in the storm environment,” 
said Capt. Garrett Black, 53rd WRS aerial 
reconnaissance weather officer.

“We then relay that information to the 
National Hurricane Center to improve 
their forecasts.”

Due to a lack of radar and weather 
balloons available over the Atlantic Ocean, 
the 53rd WRS flies into the storms, gathers 
the data and provides this data to the NHC 
to assist them with their forecasts and 
storm warnings by transmitting the infor-
mation gathered via satellite communica-
tion approximately every 10 minutes.

In addition to their own atmospheric 
data collection mission, the 53rd WRS 
partners with the U.S. Naval Academy to 
collect water temperatures in front of, di-
rectly under and behind a tropical system.

“We’ve been flying with the Navy for 
a number of years now and they’ve been 
releasing buoys, in front of hurricanes and 
in the hurricane environment, to see how 
the water interacts with the atmosphere 
and how that overall affects the intensity 
of a hurricane,” Black said.

“It’s adding more data to help solve this 
very difficult puzzle that is the genesis of 
storms and intensity of hurricanes.”

The midshipmen of the Training and 
Research in Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Processes in Tropical Cyclones Program, 
conduct their own data collection mission 
as they ride along with the 53rd WRS.

While the Hurricane Hunters are col-

lecting atmospheric measurements, we’re 
working closely with the loadmasters and 
conducting our oceanic measurements, 
explained U.S. Navy Capt. Beth Sanabia, 
an oceanography professor at USNA.

Data is collected by Airborne Expend-
able Bathythermographs, which are 
parachute buoys that are deployed from 
the rear of the aircraft. 

Depending on the flight pattern, time 
and oceanic features dictates how many 
can be deployed.

The data collected from the buoys is 
processed and readied on the aircraft and 
uploaded to the Global Telecommunication 
System. The data is in a format that is 
recognized by forecast modeling centers 
around the world, such as the European, 
Navy and National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration forecast models.

The combined efforts of atmospheric 
and oceanic data collection increases the 
accuracy of forecasts, Sanabia said.

“Satellites are great these days, but 
they’re still missing a lot of (weather) 
information that cannot be collected via 
satellite,” Black said. ”So, it is important 
we get into the storm environment and 
sample in three dimensions: what’s going 
on in the storm by releasing our drop-
sondes, observing the surface of the water 
and getting all the data at flight levels to 
create that big picture of the storm to be 
ingested by forecast models and minimize 
errors.”

As Dorian made its way closer to the 
Florida coast, the Hunters returned to 
Keesler AFB Aug. 31, and continued oper-
ations from their home station.

Hurricane Hunters finish flying Dorian
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A WC-130J Super Hercules aircraft from the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, aka Hurricane Hunters, taxis along the flightline after 
completing its mission into Hurricane Dorian, Sep. 5 at Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. The Hurricane Hunters have flown 25 missions in support of 
Dorian.

Haugh takes command of Twenty-Fifth Air Force
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U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Timothy D. Haugh takes command of Twenty-Fifth Air Force from Gen. 
Mike Holmes, Air Combat Command commander, during a change of command ceremony at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas, Aug. 29, 2019. Haugh succeeds Maj. Gen. Mary F. O’Brien, 
who was recently confirmed as the Air Force’s next deputy chief of staff for ISR and cyber effects 
operations.

By Kendra Williams
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE — An aircraft 
maintenance officer assigned to the 83rd Air-
craft Maintenance Unit here, earned the Com-
bined Federal Campaign’s national level Hero 
Award for his impact to the CFC program at 
Offutt Air Force Base in 2018.

Each year volunteers and campaigns are 
recognized by the U. S. Office of Personnel 
Management for their significant efforts to 
the CFC program. This year, they chose Capt. 
Scott Yancey, who is now the officer in charge 
of the 83rd AMU, to receive the national Hero 
Award which is given to unsung heroes who 
make substantial differences to the CFC.

“Without him I don’t feel as if the Offutt 
campaign would have been as successful as 
it was,” said Terry Morgan, CFC Heart of the 
Midlands co-chair and action officer.

“Once he got up and running we pretty 
much turned the campaign over to him and let 
him handle it. 

“Everything that happened down at Offutt 
was purely because of Capt. Yancey.”

In his role as the campaign coordinator for 
the 55th Wing, Yancey’s first step was to hand 
build three 9½ foot tall thermometer shaped 
signs to be displayed at each base gate. This 
was so that each day on their way to work 
every single Airman was reminded to partic-
ipate in the CFC and could see current status 
of the campaign.

Yancey led and managed a team of twen-
ty unit level coordinators and synchronized 
efforts to reach the installation’s 8,900 active 
duty, federal civilian, and government-con-
tract workforce. Furthermore, he served as 
direct liaison to the U.S. Strategic Command 
campaign coordinator.

In addition to the normal avenue of mak-
ing 100 percent contact with the members of 
Team Offutt, two charity fairs were hosted 
here with 32 local charity representatives. 
One of the events was held at the Warhawk 
Community Center and the other at the 
USSTRATCOM cafeteria.

“Our goal was significantly higher than 
what we raised last year, but I knew people 
would be inspired by a really high goal,” 
Yancey said.

The installation raised almost $200,000 and 
the campaign saw increase in participation 
by almost twofold. Additionally electronic 
donations climbed to 93 percent reducing the 
administrative cost of the campaign.

“(This role) also gave me a real apprecia-
tion for the goodness in many of my fellow 
human beings,” Yancey said. ”I worked with 
some truly selfless people that make a great 
example for the rest of us.

“I also realized that there is so much more 
to the Air Force than just planes and airpower 
… we have amazing human capital that works 
incredibly hard for the betterment of their 
world,”

The CFC was established in 1961 by 
President John F. Kennedy. It celebrated 58 
years of raising money for non-profit civilian 
organizations this year by enabling military, 
federal and postal employees to donate to 
local, national and international charities of 
their choice.

Airman earns 
Hero Award 
for CFC effort


