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12 killed in ‘devastating day’ in Virginia Beach

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (AP) —
A longtime city employee opened
fire in a municipal building in Vir-
ginia Beach on Friday, killing 12
people on three floors and send-
ing terrified co-workers scram-
bling for cover before police shot
and killed him following a “long
gun-battle,” authorities said.

Four other people were wound-

ed in the shooting, including a po-
lice officer whose bulletproof vest
saved his life, said Virginia Beach
Police Chief James Cervera. The
city’s visibly shaken mayor, Bob-
by Dyer, called it “the most dev-
astating day in the history of Vir-
ginia Beach.”

The shooting happened short-
ly after 4 p.m. when the veteran

employee of the Public Utilities
Department entered a building
in the city’s Municipal Center,
and “immediately began to indis-
criminately fire upon all of the
victims,” Cervera said. Authori-
ties did not release the suspect’s
name, instead choosing to focus
on the victims during a press con-
ference.

Police entered the building and
got out as many employees as
they could, then exchanged fire
with the suspect, who was armed

with a .45 caliber handgun, the
chief said.

Police initially said the gunman
shot and killed 11 people, includ-
ing one who was found inside a ve-
hicle outside the municipal build-
ing. Cervera later said one more
died on the way to the hospital.

The shooting sent shock waves
through Virginia Beach, the
state’s largest city and a popu-
lar vacation spot in southeastern

Employee of Public Utilities Department opens fire
in municipal building before being shot by police

HIS GIFT GAVE BABY THE
BUMP SHE NEEDED TO LIVE

By Kelsey stewart

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The only thing Jacob Oswald heard
when he answered the phone was
“match.”

He hung up.
The happily married man assumed his

buddies were playing a prank, setting
him up with a Match.com dating profile.

But Oswald was wrong. And luckily,
the caller was persistent.

It turned out that Oswald, who had
signed up to be a bone marrow donor
years earlier, was a potential match for
a patient in need.

The Dubuque, Iowa, man went through
with the procedure last year in February
and donated marrow to a Nebraska baby.

And on Friday, he met the little girl
who he helped save.

‘Without you, we wouldn’t have her,’ grateful parents tell donor
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4-week-old
lowland gorilla
makes her
debut at the
Henry Doorly
Zoo’s nursery.
Midlands

MELVIN ‘BUD’ KENNEDY, 95

Pearl Harbor
survivor also
helped hunt for
Amelia Earhart

By steve liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Melvin “Bud” Kennedy was Ne-
braskan to the core, a Big Red foot-
ball fan who farmed, drove trucks,
built a dairy barn, and could fix
cars, tractors and washing ma-
chines no matter what ailed them.
He and his wife, Bernita, raised 10
kids.

But that was only after he par-
ticipated in a boatload of historic
moments while serving in the U.S.
Navy from 1941-47.

Kennedy aided in the search
for evidence of the missing avia-
tor Amelia Earhart. He plucked
drowning survivors from the oil-
soaked waters of Pearl Harbor
during the Japanese attack. He
fought in the battles of Midway
and Coral Sea, ferried supplies to
the beleaguered Marines at Gua-
dalcanal, and was on a firing team

See Kennedy: Page 2

E L S I E S T O r M B E r G / T H E W O r L D - H E r A L D

Alle Jilg, now 19 months, was diagnosed at seven days old with a rare immune
system disorder. She and her family on Friday met bone marrow donor Jacob
Oswald, 31, and his family at the Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center. See Donor: Page 2

NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE
Lawmakers override veto of transit
authority in Omaha area. Page 5A

‘Things left
undone’
leave some
frustrated

By Martha stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmak-
ers headed home Friday from a
session marked by relatively easy
passage of a $9.3 billion state bud-
get but major disappointments
over property taxes and business
incentives.

“There was a general consen-
sus that there were things left un-
done,” said State Sen. John McCol-
lister of Omaha.

The final day saw the Legisla-
ture pass a few bills, override the
veto of a bill creating an Oma-
ha-area transit authority and listen
to some last words from Gov. Pete
Ricketts.

In his speech, Ricketts touted
the record amount in the state’s
Property Tax Credit Fund. The
state budget increased the fund
by 23%, which boosted the total
to $275 million a year. The credits
offset a portion of each property
owner’s tax bill.

“We have continued to make
good progress,” Ricketts said,
noting that the credit fund total
has nearly doubled since he took
office.

But many lawmakers, especially
rural ones, had pushed for bigger
reductions in property taxes. As in
past years, they came up empty in

Session wraps up with 262
bills passed, but no major
reduction in property taxes
or new business incentives

See Legislature: Page 5

See Shooting: Page 2
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