
N. Omaha properties bought up

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A company affiliated
with philanthropist Susie
Buffett’s Sherwood Foun-
dation has been buying real
estate in North Omaha, qui-
etly amassing more than 35
buildings and vacant lots
within four blocks of 24th
and Lake Streets.

Those acquisitions oc-

curred from 2014 through
April of this year and to-
taled almost $2 million, ac-
cording to public records.
And that doesn’t include at
least $2.3 million in addi-
tional land that the compa-
ny, RH Land Management
LLC, has bought recently in
other parts of North Oma-
ha.

North Omaha has en-

dured decades of economic
decline and depopulation,
with revitalization occur-
ring only in fits and starts.

But the area is showing
new energy and signs of a
comeback, with a renewed
emphasis on North 24th
Street.

The 24th and Lake prop-
erties position the Sher-
wood Foundation and Buf-
fett to have a major say in
shaping the future redevel-
opment of the historic heart

Susie Buffett-linked real estate company has
acquired dozens of lots; plans not revealed

HOW NEBRASKA’S FIRST COVID-19
PATIENT PULLED THROUGH

By paul hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

When Dr. Brian Boer got his
first look at Nebraska’s first
COVID-19 patient, he knew he
had a battle on his hands.

Emma Hutchinson, a 36-year-
old Omaha woman with birth de-
fects that hampered her breath-
ing, was in rough shape.

Her lungs had filled with flu-
id. The oxygen mask on her face
wasn’t doing nearly enough. She

was literally drowning on her
hospital bed.

Boer, the medical director of
the intensive care unit set up to
treat critically ill COVID-19 pa-
tients at the Nebraska Medical
Center, said he frequently treats
such dire cases of lung failure,
known as acute respiratory dis-
tress syndrome, in patients with
other viral infections, like influ-
enza.

But as he assumed the care
of Hutchinson the day after she

arrived on March 6, he saw that
this was different. This new coro-
navirus was more contagious
and more dangerous than the flu.
The hospital had already started
ramping up for an expected on-
slaught of patients. The big con-
cern: that this novel virus could
swamp and overwhelm hospitals
and staff.

“The big difference is that no
human body has seen this be-
fore,” Boer said. “If everyone
gets it at the same time, if too

many people get sick all at once,
you don’t have the resources to
care for all of them.

“Then you have to make the
hard choices about who lives or
dies. That’s what happened in It-
aly.”

But Emma Hutchinson didn’t
become a casualty of COVID-19.

After 30 days at the medical
center, three weeks of isolation at
her father’s home in west Omaha,
including more follow-up tests

It wasn’t medical magic that allowed Emma Hutchinson to survive the coronavirus.
Doctors had to do a lot of “tweaking” as they dealt with a disease new to all.
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douglas County reports more than 100 new cases. Page 5A

Third Nebraska inmate at Omaha center tests positive. Page 5A

Virus claims longtime Mart fixture Jack diamond at 97. Midlands

With bird watching growing in popularity, experts offer tips. Living

Emma Hutchinson and her father, Ralph Hutchinson, of Omaha were the first and second confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus in Nebraska.
Emma was put on a ventilator soon after she arrived at the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit in early March and spent weeks in the hospital.
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See Emma: Page 4

TestNebraska firms dreamt big

By paul hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Utah
group behind Nebraska’s
and Iowa’s multimillion-dol-
lar ventures to increase
COVID-19 testing was
dreaming big after it devel-
oped what it calls its “crisis
response service.”

On the same day in March
when the group inked its

first contract to provide
coronavirus testing in Utah,
one of the firms in the group
registered web addresses
similar to TestUtah.com for
47 other states.

A few days later, URLs
were registered for Puer-
to Rico and some Canadian
provinces.

Today, most of the sites
redirect you to crushthe-

curve.com, another site
registered by Domo, of
American Fork, Utah.
Crushthecurve.com pro-
vides a marketing pitch
for states to sign up for the
Utah group’s services.

The only exceptions are
TestUtah.com, TestIowa.
com and TestNebraska.
com, where people can reg-
ister for COVID-19 testing
after those states signed
contracts with the Utah
group.

utah group that also signed contract with
Iowa registered web domains for 48 states

See North Omaha: Page 2 See TestNebraska: Page 5

Suffering from a bone, joint, or muscle injury?
See the Orthopedic, Neurosurgery & Spine Specialists from the
comfort of your home or at our new Urgent Care location.

Visit us at mdwestone.com or call (402) 390-4111.
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