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A quiet session of the Bellev-
ue City Council April 8 was like-
ly the calm before the storm as 
council members advanced five
annexation proposals to a public 
hearing on April 22.

The Bellevue Planning Com-
mission recommended during 
its March 28 session that all five
areas be annexed. About 180 
parcels and a 100-unit apartment 
complex will be brought into the 
city if the City Council approves. 
The annexation would add 
about 500 people to the city’s 
population and $206,310.77 to 
annual city revenues drawn 
from an additional property val-
uation of $33.8 million.

The commission’s March 
28 vote came before a chamber 
packed with area residents, all of 
whom voiced reluctance about 
being brought formally within 
Bellevue’s city limits. 

That attendance contrasted 
sharply with the April 8 City 
Council meeting where the in-
troduction of the annexation 
proposals was a formality nec-
essary to hold the public hearing 
on April 22.
The five areas are the first of

nine up for annexation. They are 
all considered population pock-
ets that are generally surround-
ed by Bellevue but have never 
been made formally part of the 
city. Those areas are:

• Annexation Area #1: Two 
areas west of 36th Street and 
south of Highway 370. The 
first of these sits south of a line
stretching west along Highway 
370 from 42nd Street to a point 
roughly halfway between 42nd 
and 48th streets. An office com-
plex east of 42nd Street and south 
of Highway 370 is not included 
but is expected to be included in 
subsequent annexation packag-
es. The second area runs north 
along 36th Street from Capehart 

Road and is bounded on the 
west and north by Quail Drive.

• Annexation Area #2: Three 
areas south of Cornhusker Road 
west of Cedar Island Road, in-
cluding an orchard acreage 
south of the Trees, Shrubs & 
More nursery at 36th Street and 
Cornhusker Road.

• Annexation Area #3: An 
area bounded by Giles Road to 
the north and Marie Street to the 
south, 36th Street to the east and 
39th Street to the west.

• Annexation Area #4: An 
area bordered approximately by 
36th Street to the west and 32nd 
Street to the east, south of Chan-
dler Road and north of Giles 
Road.

• Annexation Area #6: 
Three separate areas, two near 
Meisinger Road north of Corn-
husker Road on both sides of 
25th Street, and one south of 
Cornhusker Road and north of 
the Willow Springs subdivision.

In other business, council 
members:
• Gave final approval to

construction of the Belle Lago 
South subdivision southeast of 
the intersection of 48th Street 
and Capehart Road. The ap-
proximately 120-lot subdivision 
will include a lake, single family 
homes and an area reserved for 
retirement-style villas.

• Recognized TightCuts Bar-
bershop for participating in the 
Sarpy County Cuts for Kids 
haircut program.

• Issued proclamations es-
tablishing April 7-13 as National 
Library Week, and April 26 as 
Arbor Day.

The Bellevue City Council 
meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month at 6 p.m. 
at Bellevue City Hall, 1500 Wall 
St.

That will change with the 
May 7 session, when meetings 
will move permanently to the 
first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 6 p.m.

Council advances 
annexations 

to public hearing

By Cheyenne Alexis
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Teachers and students at Bry-
an High and Middle schools can 
now put an ease to their morn-
ings with a cup of coffee and 
some new faces.

The schools have started their 
own coffee shops with the Alter-
native Curriculum Program stu-
dents to help them with social 
interaction, as well as learning 
about business.

Starting at Bryan Middle 
School with a mobile coffee 
shop called Bearly Awake Cafe 
that delivers to teachers in their 
classrooms, the schools will be 
selling coffee during passing pe-
riods until the end of the year.

The students assisting in the 
shops include kids with autism, 
Down syndrome and intellectu-
al disabilities. 

The students run the shops 
and have different roles every 
week.

Bryan High School students 
have stations so students and 
teachers can pay and go, while 
the middle school students trav-
el around the school deliver-
ing coffee and snacks, learning 
about money and interacting 
with teachers and staff.

Bryan High partnered with 
Family Fare stores to sell coffee 
from 75 cents to $1.50. The mid-
dle school sells for 50 cents to $1, 
and all money earned goes back 
to running the shops and also 
toward educational field trips
so students get out of the class-
rooms.

Maria Young, speech lan-
guage pathologist at Bryan Mid-
dle, said she started the coffee 
shop after seeing many schools 
across the country starting them.

“I’ve seen and heard so much 
success at other schools and my 
biggest thing is making learn-

ing functional and meaningful,” 
Young said. 

“[ACP students] are in the 
classroom a lot during the day 
and they’re learning basic life 
skills, so the coffee shop is a 
great opportunity for them to 
get out into the Bryan commu-
nity and for them to learn and 
practice their social communica-
tion, life skills, job skills.”

Both schools also partnered 
with International Bakery in 
South Omaha, which is donating 
pastries every Friday.

Young said she spends the 

entire week assigning roles to 
the students and practicing their 
lines for Friday when they go 
around delivering the coffee and 
snacks.

The students have been learn-
ing for two months, and Young 
said they’re adapting well to 
their roles and also the business 
aspect of the shop.

“The kids are learning a ton 
and practicing their social com-
munication, money skills, bud-
geting,” she said. 

Coffee breaks time
for Bryan students

to develop skills 
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Cassandra Olemdo and Luis Flores-Garcia, students at Bryan High 
School, hand out pastries and coffee March 29 during passing period. 
Bryan High School started a coffee station for the Alternative Curriculum 
Program students after getting inspired by the middle school.
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From left, Bryan Middle School student success center teacher Edward Guerrero, eighth-grader Alexis Tripp and 
Alternative Curriculum Program para Rocio Burton exchange coffee and snacks March 29. The Bearly Awake 
Cafe, run by ACP students, brings coffee and snacks to teachers around the building every Friday.

The Highway 34 bridge over the Missouri River will likely 
be closed for between three and six months, Bellevue Mayor 
Rusty Hike said last week.

He said the problem lies on the Iowa side of the bridge, 
where the access road sustained severe damage during the 
March flood.

Parts of it, he said, were washed away.

Highway 34 bridge remains closed

The Sarpy County Board of Commissioners voted April 9 to 
waive permit fees for residents repairing, renovating or demol-
ishing homes damaged by the recent flooding.
“People dealing with a flooded home are already facing a

large financial burden without the additional cost of permit
fees,” said Don Kelly, chairman of the Sarpy County Board.

The board waived all building, plumbing, mechanical, elec-
trical and floodplain development permit fees associated with
repairing or renovating structures affected by the March flood.
The board also waived permit fees required to demolish struc-
tures.

Property owners choosing to rebuild a demolished home 
will be responsible for permit fees associated with the new con-
struction.

County waives demolition fees

See Coffee: Page 3
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*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are accurate as of 3/31/2019 and are subject to change without notice. Your rate will be determined upon term, loan to value ratio and credit score. Maximum APR
is 8.75%. Loans subject to credit approval. The dwelling must be owner occupied, secured by a primary single-family residence and must be insured (including flood insurance, when required). The
minimum loan amount is $10,000. Existing home equity loan members must increase their loan by $10,000 to qualify for promotion. Closing costs are a minimum of $362.20. Appraisal fees may apply.
Consumer accounts only. This offer is available for Nebraska and Iowa properties within Cobalt Credit Union’s lending area. Interest may be tax deductible, consult your tax advisor regarding your situation.
Additional limitations may apply. Contact a Cobalt representative for complete offer details. Offer begins on 4/1/2019 ends 5/31/2019. Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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