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Allison, left, and Katie Falt, of Bellevue, pick out flowers Sunday at the Sarpy County Earth Day, hosted 
by Green Bellevue, at the Bellevue Public Schools Lied Center. The event drew in 2,000 people, with 55 
indoor and five outdoor booths.

Celebrating Mother Earth
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Brian Kean and Karina Gonzalez look at student art pieces at Sunday’s Sarpy County Earth Day at the 
Bellevue Public Schools Lied Activity Center.

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

The number of daysfireworks
could be discharged in Bellevue 
would be reduced from 10 to
three under the terms of an ordi-
nance that will be the subject of
a public hearing before the Bel-
levue City Council on Tuesday.
Although the days would be

fewer, each of the three days
would be granted an additional
hour of discharge. The ordinance
would also reduce by three the
number of days fireworks could
be sold while extending the sell-
ing hours of those days by one
hour.
The changes are intended to

bring Bellevue into alignment
with the City of Omaha’s rules
governing fireworks use.
The new rules, if approved

by the Bellevue City Council,
would allow fireworks sales
from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m. June 28
through July 4.
The current ordinance per-

mits sales from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
June 25 through July 3 and from
8 a.m. to midnight on July 4.
Discharge will be permitted

from July 2 through July 4 be-
tween noon and 11 p.m. each
day.
Current rules permit dis-

charge from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m.
June 25 through July 3 and from
8 a.m. until midnight on July 4.
The new ordinance would ac-

commodate New Year’s Eve by
permitting fireworks discharge
from 5 p.m. Dec. 31st to 1 a.m.
Jan. 1.

The change is proposed by 
Ward 5 Councilman Don Pre-
ister, who has long advocated
restricting the use of fireworks

in Bellevue. In a note explaining
why he is proposing the change,
Preister restated previous con-
cerns about military veterans
and pets.
“Each year we receive com-

plaints from veterans who have
to ‘Bunker in’ from the remind-
ers of war that the fireworks rep-
resent,” he wrote.
“Many of them leave town

for the quiet and safety of the
country. They should not have
to be tormented for 10 days. No
other holiday celebration lasts
that long.”
Preister also cited the plight

of pet owners whose animals re-
act badly to the detonations and
need calming medications, as
well as the general air pollution
caused by exploding fireworks.
“We also hear from pet own-

ers who must ‘medicate’ their
pets to survive the trauma for
ten legal days and longer,” he
wrote. “People sick from heart
conditions, COPD and other ill-
ness suffer from the excessive
particulate matter and poison
air, that always exceed safe lim-
its.”
Preister found support from

Pilgrim’s Landing resident Re-
becca Rabon, who sent a letter
to the city appealing for new re-
strictions.
“Every year we endure sleep-

less nights, anxious dogs and
medications for said dogs,” she
wrote. “They go off at all hours
without regard to respecting
sleep hours, not to mention the
sanity of the neighborhood. Our
family sleeps with earplugs and
can still hear them going off.”
The City Council meets at

6 p.m. Tuesdays in the City
Council chambers.

Ordinance would 
silence fireworks 

all but 3 days

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

A plan to redevelop two
blocks of the north side of Mis-
sion Avenue between Washing-
ton and Franklin streets won
unanimous approval April 22
from the Bellevue City Council.
The redevelopment plan

would replace the former Bel-
levue City Hall and two adja-
cent city-owned buildings with
three new buildings designed to
house a retail store, offices and

apartments.
The construction cost is esti-

mated at $10.2 million with new
valuation expected to reach $11
million. The developers will re-
ceive tax increment financing
benefits of $1,547,000.
A purchase agreement with

the city calls for the developer
to pay $60,000 for the existing
buildings and land, a price that
takes into account the cost of
demolishing and removing the
existing buildings that will be
borne by the developer.

Olde Towne plan approved

The next Bellevue City Council meeting will be May 7, a
Tuesday.
The meeting will mark the city’s permanent switch from

Monday meetings to Tuesday meetings. City Council sessions
will now be at 6 p.m. the first and third Tuesdays of the month
instead of the second and fourth Mondays of the month.
The change, introduced by Mayor Rusty Hike, is intended

to give council members more time to review information pro-
vided to them regarding items appearing on the council agen-
da.
The City Council meets at Bellevue City Hall, 1500 Wall St.,

which is directly behind the McDonald’s restaurant on Galvin
Road.

Council meetings move to Tuesdays 
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