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This upcoming school year, 
Ralston Public Schools wel-
comes 22 new teachers to the 
district.

• Steven Rivas — Wilde-
wood, special education 

• Carolyn Shively — Ralston 
High School, English language 
learner educator 

• Barb Stratman — Blum-
field, English language learner
educator 

• Kathy Taylor — Meadows 
and Wildewood, English lan-
guage learner educator 

• Deanna Tompkins — 
Mockingbird, special education 

• Kayla Torson — Wilde-
wood, sixth grade

• Ashley Turner — Ralston 
High School, Medical Academy

• Alec Williams — Ralston 
Middle School, English

• Danielle Jackson — Blum-
field and Karen Western, read-
ing

• Rebecca Maynard — 
Mockingbird, resource teacher 

• Ray Nava — Ralston High 
School, math

• Heather Pash — Blumfield
English language learner educa-
tor 

• Alyssa Wollberg — Wilde-
wood, sixth grade

• Megan Zurini — Karen 
Western, special education 

• Amy Fay — Wildewood, 
second grade

• Suzanna Graves — Mead-

ows, special education 
• Kellie Harris — Blumfield,

fifth grade
• Vincent Harvey — Ralston 

Middle School, vocal music

• Whitley Hettenbaugh — 
Karen Western and Meadows, 
school psychologist

• Melissa Brickel — Blum-
field, pre-kindergarten and spe-

cial education 
• Christina Didier — pre-kin-

dergarten and special education
• Richard Evans — Ralston 

High School, P.E. and health 

RPS welcomes 22 new teachers
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New teachers at Ralston Public Schools attend a professional development seminar Friday at Ralston Public 
Schools central office.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Ralston Police Department 
has received a grant from the
Nebraska Department of Trans-
portation Highway Safety Office
to purchase two camera systems 
for police vehicles.
The grant is for $7,000 and

will offset part of the cost of the
two systems, Police Chief Marc
Leonardo said.
Two of the department’s

cruisers had outdated camera 
systems, Leonardo said, and the 
new system will match the one 
used in the rest of the depart-
ment’s fleet.

The old camera systems had 
software that is no longer sup-
ported while the new system 
has updated software, replaces
equipment and uploads video 
to police servers automatically 
when cruisers enter the depart-
ment’s garage, Leonardo said.

Each camera system costs 
more than $5,000, Leonardo
said, and the department had 
money in the budget to update 
the two older systems. The grant 
will offset a large portion of that
cost.

Leonardo said the camera 
systems have already been or-
dered.

RPD to add 
cameras to 

cruisers

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

A tattoo studio in Ralston has 
relocated downtown.
Rawhide Tattoo officially

opened Thursday in the building 
that formerly held Red Key Real
Estate. 
The studio’s previous location

was in a strip mall near 77th and
L streets.
Jaime Craig, owner of Rawhide,

said she had been thinking about 
moving for a while but didn’t want
to rush into picking new digs for
her business, which she has owned 
for six years.

Craig wanted to stay in the 
area but wasn’t looking to stay in
Ralston specifically. She almost
didn’t even look at the downtown
space.
Renovations on the inside of the

building began in June. That meant 
tearing down a wall to make the 
primary tattoo work space larger, 
updating the bathroom and re-
moving the drop ceiling to expose 
the tin ceiling.
Craig’s husband handled a lot

of the renovations and working
with the city, she said. They tried 
to have the building ready by In-
dependence Day but renovations 
took too long.

The business also has a smaller 
room for private tattoos and eye-
brow microblading.

Craig said it was a hectic tran-
sition as they were still booking 
appointments at the previous loca-
tion even while they were moving 
stuff out.
“Since we didn’t really know ex-

actly when everything was going 
to happen it was hard to plan so I 
just kept making appointments,” 
she said.

“It was hard but I think with all 
the chaos it kind of helped me not
have time to even think about the 
emotional part” of moving out of
the old location.

Craig said she and the artists at 

Rawhide are excited to hear pass-
ersby chatting and pointing out 
the business to each other. Some 
of them will stop and talk to Raw-
hide’s artists in front of the build-
ing.
“We wouldn’t get that at the

other place because there wasn’t
a lot of people walking by,” Craig
said.

Rawhide Tattoo relocates 
to downtown Ralston
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The outside of the new location of 
Rawhide Tattoo in downtown Ralston.
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Jaime Craig, owner of Rawhide Tattoo, works on a tattoo Thursday during the business’s first day in its new building in 
downtown Ralston.
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