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By Josh Plueger
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE, Neb. — It’s 7:08
p.m. and the rain, beyond the storefront
window of the B Side Theatre, has subsided
allowing the setting sun to brighten the
dimly-lit confines of the Benson music hall
in Omaha.

Airman 1st Class Mario Foreman-Pow-
ell, a United States Air Force Heartland of
America Band vocalist, sits behind a key-
board — stage left, it’s his turn to shine and
win the last remaining spot in the MAHA
Music Festival lineup.

The third-generation-military member
chose his song “Sometimes” for the Omaha
Performing Arts Singer-Songwriter Com-
petition. To win, he would have to beat the
remaining nine musicians biding for their
chance to share the stage with some of the
music industry’s biggest names.

“Sometimes” is a euphonic blend of
rhythm and blues, jazz and gospel and
would soon garner him the win and the
chance to perform in the 10th annual
MAHA festival.

“Omaha’s strong singer-songwriter com-
munity shined on stage during last week’s
showcase,” said Dominic Green, Omaha
Performing Arts community engagement
manager. “We have enjoyed highlighting
local musicians the past several years and
look forward to even more opportunities
and partnerships like the one with MAHA.”

Foreman-Powell was born into music
with numerous musicians in his immedi-
ate and extended family. He was formally
trained in piano at the age of 5, and later,
drums.

“I’m the only one in my family that play
drums, everyone else played guitar,” said
Foreman-Powell. “Music was given to me,
everyone sings in my family.”

While stationed at United States Army
installation in Berlin, Germany, his mother,
Alicia Coleman, toured with the gospel
group Glorious.

“My mom was part of a very popular
gospel group,” Mario said. “She performed
in front of stadiums full of people — thou-
sands of people.”

The confluence of being brought up in a
musical and military family helped guide
Foreman-Powell toward a career in music.

Upon finishing his degree in music com-
position and performance from Hastings
College in Hastings, Nebraska, he returned
home to Colorado Springs, Colorado, to
work as the Director of Music at the Em-
manuel Missionary Baptist Church.

Through a chance encounter with a
retired Air Force bandsman, Foreman-Pow-
ell discovered that he could have a music
career in the Air Force and decided to
audition for a vocalist position. After six-
hours of auditioning at Scott AFB, Illinois,
Foreman-Powell was selected to serve in
the AF Band.

Once he completed basic training, Fore-
man-Powell came to Offutt AFB to begin
his career with the Heartland of America
Band.

“I noticed that the Heartland Band was
a small but tight, genuine family,” Fore-
man-Powell said. “The personality of the
band was extremely unique.”

The HOAB has a lineage of musical
accomplishments and recognition beyond
their service to the armed forces.

“Prior to Foreman-Powell’s accomplish-
ment, Staff Sgt. Paula Hunt, a former
member of the USAF Heartland of America
Band, received a golden ticket to Holly-
wood on the very popular show American
Idol,” said Chief Master Sgt. Craig LeDoux,
HOAB chief enlisted manager.

“Another great demonstration of the
technical expertise of our musicians can be
found in our very own Offutt Brass ensem-
ble who, last summer, had the opportunity
to collaborate with the world renowned
Canadian Brass ensemble.”

Though his military career has just be-
gun, he has already joined a long list of Air
Force musicians who have had success in
the highly-competitive music industry.

“We are incredibly proud of Airman 1st
Class Foreman-Powell and his selection as
the winner of the Omaha Performing Arts
Singer Songwriter contest,” LeDoux said.

Foreman-Powell is scheduled to perform
at the MAHA music festival Saturday, Aug.
17.

Airman to perform at MAHA Music Festival
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Airman 1st Class Mario Foreman-Powell, a vocalist with the United States Air Force Heartland of
America Band, sings his song “Sometimes” in front of a panel of judges at the Omaha Performing
Arts Singer-Songwriter Competition at the B Side Theatre, May 6. Foreman-Powell won first place
and will perform at the MAHA Music Festival on Aug. 17.

By L. Cunningham
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — A Rapid Assistance Support for
Calibration unit arrived at Offutt Air Force Base May 6 to re-establish
the base’s capability to calibrate equipment, which was lost in the flood.

RASCAL is a mobile Precision Measurement Equipment Laboratory
intended for use worldwide where PMEL capabilities are needed. It is
one of only two in the Air Force that allows deployable PMEL capabili-
ties.

The March flooding left Offutt’s PMEL with 5 ½ feet of water that
destroyed the lab and the equipment it contained. The 55th Wing’s test
measurement diagnostic equipment was shipped to Whiteman Air Force
Base, Missouri and Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota, to continue
the wing’s mission while the RASCAL was in transit.

“This is the first full-package deployment of the Seymour Johnson
RASCAL since it’s been restored,” said U.S Air Force Maj. Jeremiah
Gottberg, 55th Maintenance Squadron commander.

“This is a great opportunity to flex this Air Force capability and put it
into action on a full-time basis in relief of a natural disaster.”

PMEL is responsible for calibrating electronic and physical dimen-
sional test equipment in order to meet laboratory standards that are
traceable to the National Institute of Standards.

They are responsible for the repair and calibration of base equip-
ment from torque wrenches to multi-complex Spectrum and Network
Analyzers.

The PMEL shop here repairs and calibrates 6,000 pieces of Test Mea-
surement Diagnostic Equipment that support the 55 WG’s mission.

“The purpose of RASCAL is to take a basic PMEL and drop it
anywhere in the world,” said U.S Air Force Master Sgt. Mason Lucas,
4th Component Maintenance Squadron, test measurement diagnostic
equipment quality manager, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North
Carolina.

“Providing instant calibration capabilities and rapid assistance to
support calibration.”

The RASCAL, which consists of five tactical shelters, a transformer
and a generator, was originally built in 1994. It arrived at Seymour
Johnson in 2006 and has been deployed twice. In 2015 to 2018 the tacti-
cal shelters were updated.

The Seymour Johnson PMEL team worked in collaboration with
Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho, where the only other RASCAL
in the Air Force is housed, to ensure both units and their capabilities
were up to standards and would also have the same equipment on board.

It turned out to become a three-year restoration process to restore
readiness capabilities.

The RASCAL not only has the ability for calibration specifications
for aircraft maintenance, it calibrates equipment used by other units
for carbon dioxide gas detectors, all their meters and clamp on amp
meters, firing pin protrusion gages and even weight scales.

“They were originally designed for contingency deployments,” said
George Peny 4CMS, electronics technician.

“It turns out this can be used not only for contingency, but for hu-
manitarian conditions and natural disasters, it gives us broader range
on when and where to use them, a bigger capability of usage besides
strictly contingency”

Upon arrival at Offutt, it took five PMEL experts from Seymour John-
son 16 hours to set up and make it operational.

“It’s exciting to stand up the RASCAL capability at Offutt, it restores
capability to the 55th Wing and it is an opportunity to validate the
RASCAL’s proof of concept,” said Paul Hamel, 55th MXS PMEL site
manager.

“During this period of use, we will be able to capture any calibration
shortfalls and recommend future equipment purchases and upgrades of
the RASCAL, prior to use in an expeditionary or emergency location.”

Offutt’s PMEL will now be able to calibrate 75 to 80 percent of the
equipment that they could calibrate before the flood with the remaining
20 to 25 percent being sent to other PMELs.

“This is a story of restoration,” said Lucas. “It’s just great to see all
our hard work come to fruition and contribute to a severely degraded
mission. This is what restoring readiness is all about.”

RASCAL restoring readiness, the Air Force way

Airmen assigned to a Precision
Measurement Equipment Laboratory
(PMEL) team unload power cables
for the Rapid Assistance Support
for Calibration unit May 6 at
Offutt Air Force Base. PMEL is
responsible for calibrating electronic,
mechanical and physical dimensional
test equipment in order to meet
laboratory standards that are
traceable to the National Institute of
Standards.
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Senior Airman Jeremy Evans, a precision measurement equipment laboratory (PMEL) journeyman assigned to the
4th Component Maintenance Squadron at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina, explains the procedures
outlined in the unit operating instructions for a Rapid Assistance Support for Calibration unit to Paul Hamel, 55th
Maintenance Squadron PMEL site manager, May 6 at Offutt Air Force Base. The PMEL shop here is responsible for the
repair and calibration of 6,000 pieces of Test Measurement Diagnostic Equipment that support the 55 Wing’s mission.
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