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From Sarpy County
The Sarpy County Board of Commis-

sioners approved an April 20 resolu-
tion to lock in the construction costs for 
the county’s new correctional center at 
$69.4 million. JE Dunn, the construction 
manager for the project, has committed 
to building the facility for a guaranteed 
maximum price.

“Building a correctional center in a 
way that protects the public’s money has 
been one of our top objectives throughout 
this process,” said County Board Chair-
man Don Kelly. “With a guaranteed max-
imum price, we know what the final con-
struction cost will be and we can avoid 
additional expenses from change orders 
and other unforeseen costs.”

The county expects an additional $10.5 
million in expenses for architectural en-
gineering, permits, utility extension fees, 
and furniture and fixtures for the facili-
ty, bringing the total cost of the project to 
$79.9 million.

The county will not need to raise the 
levy to pay for construction or operation-
al costs, according to the county’s current 

financial analysis. Construction will be 
covered by Sinking and Inheritance Tax 
funds, which the county has set aside for 
years, American Rescue Plan Act funds 
and bonds. Sarpy County’s Fiscal & Bud-
get Office is estimating the annual debt 
service payment on the bonds will be $2.9 
million, which will be paid with a portion 
of the county’s existing levy.

“This is an important project, and the 
fact we don’t have to raise property taxes 
to pay for it is a testament to the County 
Board’s fiscally conservative approach to 
budgeting,” Commissioner David Klug 
said. “We appreciate all of the due dili-
gence and efforts of the county’s planning 
team, our Fiscal & Budget staff and our 
design and construction partners. The 
new facility is going to meet the county’s 
needs now and far into the future.”

The 150,000-square-foot facility is 
designed to house 362 inmates and will 
have a dedicated behavioral health unit, 
secure courtroom and video arraignment 
areas, and space for educational and re-
habilitative programming. The design in-
cludes areas for future expansion.

The new facility will sit on the north-

east corner of 84th Street and Highway 
370, which is currently a parking lot for 
the existing Sarpy County jail and the 
Sarpy County Courthouse. To accom-
modate construction and the loss of the 
parking spaces, several county services 
have moved to the Sarpy County 1102 

Building at 1102 E. 1st Street in Papillion. 
All court-related functions, however, re-
main at the Sarpy Courthouse Campus at 
84th Street and Highway 370.

Construction on the correctional cen-
ter site began Monday and is expected to 
last until fall 2022.

County Board approves a guaranteed maximum 
price for construction of new correctional center
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Members of the Sarpy County Board of Commissioners and their construction partners JE Dunn Construction break ground on the new Sarpy County Correctional Center on Monday.
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A rendering of the future public entry to the new Sarpy County Correctional Center.

By Rachel George
Editor

Gretna High School girls basketball 
coach Jerome Skrdla was inducted into 
the Nebraska High School Sports Hall 
of Fame on April 18.

The ceremony was a year in the 
making, with Skrdla named to the Hall 
of Fame in 2020.

“I was very surprised and hon-
ored,” Skrdla told a Gretna Breeze re-
porter last year. “It’s kind of a different 
feeling than anything else. You look 
up to so many people who have been 
inducted in and sometimes you just 
don’t ever feel like you are ever con-
sidered at a level of being included in a 
group like that, so it’s a really different 
feeling and it’s hard to fully describe 
the emotion.

“I’m thrilled, I’m humbled, I’m hon-
ored and all those emotions.”

Skrdla’s coaching career began 
with the Kearney Catholic football 
team in 1977. After five years coach-
ing football, he took up coaching 
girls basketball, seeing state titles in 
1984 and 1985. He also coached Ke-
arney Catholic to a state champion-
ship in boys track in 1986, and was 
runner-up in 1985.

Skrdla made his way to Fort Cal-
houn and eventually to Gretna in 
1994, earning a state title in 2006.

It’s a long way to come for a man 
who didn’t originally see himself 
coaching basketball.

“I always thought the sport was 
too up and down and one of those 
emotional types of sports,” Skrd-
la told the Breeze in 2020. “Then 
in about my third or fourth year of 
teaching, Kearney Catholic had an 
open assistant position and since 
I was always hanging around the 

gym anyway, they asked if I would help out. I stepped 
in and a couple years later the coach left and I took the 
head coach position.

“I never really cared about what sport I coached. I 
always knew that I was coaching athletes and they all 
have different philosophies and motivations. So, I never 
had any special desires.

“I also liked football for the strategy, I liked track for 
the individual efforts and building the team out of that 
aspect. In basketball it became about the excitement.

“There’s always a way you can get better, so every 
sport has had its pluses.”

With 44 years of coaching under his belt, Skrdla 
doesn’t seem to be slowing down any time soon.

“We’re so proud of him and happy he’s finally get-
ting the recognition he deserves,” said Matt Curtis, Gret-
na High School assistant principal and athletic director. 
“He’s been around this game for so many years and im-
pacted so many people around the community. He is not 
one that is demanding this recognition. He just strives to 
be a good person and a good coach. It’s well-deserved.

“We’re lucky to have him around and excited to see 
what he does with our program moving forward.”

Skrdla inducted into Nebraska Sports Hall of Fame
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Jerome Skrdla, Gretna girls 
basketball coach.
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