
REPRIEVE IS COMING: COOLER WEATHER IS EXPECTED
FOLLOWING LIKELY STORMS TONIGHT. MIDLANDS, PAGE 5B

For some, it’s personal
President Trump’s remarks
draw different reactions from
different Omahans. Midlands

Big Ten blitz
Highlights from Michigan, Iowa
and more as the league’s media
days wrap up. Sports

Weather
High: 94 Low: 70
Sun and clouds
Details: 4A

Index
Classifieds.6-8MN
Comics...............4E
Obituaries.........3B

Opinion............. 4B
Puzzles ..............5E
TV listings......7MN

$2.00 * 42 PAGES

STATE SUPREME COURT

Placement
of Jenkins
on death row
passes review

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Nebraska Supreme Court
left little unturned as it upheld
spree killer Nikko Jenkins’ convic-
tion and death sentence in the 10-
day rampage that left four Omah-
ans dead in August 2013.

In an exhaustive 53-page rul-
ing, the high court sifted through
professionals’ often contradicto-

ry mental health
diagnoses of the
troubled Omah-
an, delved into the
state’s repeal and
later reinstatement
of the death penal-
ty, and explored the
years that Jenkins
spent in isolation

before the killings.
This won’t end Jenkins’ appeals.

His attorney, Douglas County Pub-
lic Defender Tom Riley, said Fri-
day that he will raise issues that
he believes could result in the U.S.
Supreme Court reviewing Jenkins’
case, a rare occurrence even in
death penalty cases.

But Jenkins’ conviction and
placement on death row just
passed one of its most important
reviews — the state high court’s
rejection of appeals can be diffi-
cult for a condemned convict to

In upholding conviction
and sentence, judges reject
notion that killer of four
Omahans is mentally ill

Omaha likely won’t turn to wheel tax for roads funding

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It’s the tax that drivers love to
hate.

And as Omaha Mayor Jean Sto-
thert initiates a public discussion
about increasing street funding,

she’s already come out against in-
creasing the wheel tax. “I WILL
NOT SUPPORT,” the mayor out-
lined in her public presentations
this week.

Omaha’s wheel tax remains an
important revenue source for the
city in fixing its streets.

But it doesn’t strictly fund road
construction. The assessment
— what’s officially known as the
motor vehicle wheel fee — con-
tributes to the entire city streets
budget, helping fund street re-
surfacing but also snow and ice
removal and traffic signals.

In some ways, the City of Oma-
ha remains hampered by its 2010
attempt to increase street funding
by expanding the wheel tax.

The City Council — without
then-Councilwoman Stothert’s
support — increased the rate and
expanded the tax to all Omaha
commuters, not just those who
live in Omaha. Mayor Jim Suttle
sought the higher funding at a
time of increasing costs for resur-
facing and for pothole repairs.

The idea was to tap into funding
from suburban residents who use

Stothert won’t back tax hike but is open to bond issue,
saying she wants people to decide on plan to fix streets

APOLLO 11 MISSION

SEVERAL HARROWING STEPS
PRECEDED ONE GIANT LEAP

The WashingTon posT

“Fate has ordained that the men who went
to the moon to explore in peace will stay on the
moon to rest in peace. These brave men, Neil
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, know that there is
no hope for their recovery. But they also know
that there is hope for mankind in their sacrifice.”

— Remarks prepared for President Richard
Nixon, in a memo from White House speechwrit-
er William Safire, July 18, 1969, under the head-

ing “IN EVENT OF MOON DISASTER.”
Spoiler alert: They lived!
They walked on the moon, gathered rocks,

planted a flag, rocketed home to Earth and
splashed down safely in the Pacific Ocean. Af-
ter three weeks in quarantine (to prevent a
purely hypothetical moon-germ contagion), the
three Apollo 11 astronauts got their ticker-tape

To put men on the moon and bring them back to
Earth safely, NASA had to do everything right
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IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ

British official:
Iran’s seizures
of 2 vessels are
‘unacceptable’

LONDON (AP) — Britain’s for-
eign secretary said Iranian au-
thorities seized two vessels Friday
in the Strait of Hormuz, actions
signaling an escalation in the stra-
tegic waterway that has become a
flashpoint in tensions between Teh-
ran and the West.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt
said one of the seized ships had a
British flag and the other sailed un-
der Liberia’s flag. The crew mem-
bers have a range of nationalities
but are not believed to include
British citizens, he said.

“These seizures are unaccept-
able,” Hunt said, entering an emer-
gency meeting to discuss securing
the release of the two vessels and
their crews. “It is essential that
freedom of navigation is main-
tained and that all ships can move
safely and freely in the region.”

Details of what took place re-
mained unclear late Friday. Iran
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Above, Buzz Aldrin on the moon. Neil Armstrong and Aldrin walked on the lunar surface on July 20, 1969.

See Moon: Page 5

See Wheel tax: Page 2

Fresh ideas
to make the
most of the

season COMING TOMORROW!

00
00

06
21

57
-0

2


