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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — If 
you’re passing down Nelson Drive on the 
north side of base, you will see an occa-
sional visitor laying a bouquet or wreath 
of flowers by a headstone at the Offutt 
Cemetery.

This past year, the Offutt Officers Spous-
es’ Club was looking for a way to get more 
involved in the community and celebrate 
the lives of those buried at the cemetery. 
After some research, they decided to part-
ner with the Wreaths Across America, a na-
tional program that coordinates wreath-lay-
ing ceremonies across the country.

Teaming with Chief Peter Franco, a 
member of the Chief’s group who is respon-
sible for the upkeep of the cemetery, they 
got to work.

On Dec. 15, hundreds of military ceme-
teries across the U.S., including Offutt, took 
part in Wreaths Across America.

“The freedoms we enjoy today have not 
come without a price,” said guest speaker 
Shannon Manion, wife of 55th Wing Com-
mander Col. Michael Manion. “In ceme-
teries throughout this nation are men and 
women who gave their lives so that we can 
live in freedom and without fear.”

Wreaths Across America has humble 
beginnings dating back to 1992 in Maine. 
Morrill Worcester, a wreath company 
owner, had a surplus of wreaths toward the 
end of the holiday season and wasn’t sure 
what to do with them. Remembering a visit 
he took to the Arlington National Cemetery 
as a young boy, he, along with the help of 
some volunteers, delivered and placed 
the wreaths at less visited sections of the 
cemetery.

Fifteen years later, Wreaths Across 
America was established as a non-profit 
organization laying wreaths at more than 
1,200 veteran cemeteries across the U.S. 
and overseas. The mission of the organi-
zation is to, “remember, honor and teach,” 

and annually, they participate in National 
Wreath Day, which is the third Saturday of 
every December.

For this Wreaths Across America sup-
ported event, due to time constraints the 
OOSC was unable to place a wreath on each 
individual headstone this year. However, 
the organization did get one 36-inch cer-
emonial wreath which they placed by the 
flag pole.

“The wreath before you represents 
our commitment as a united America to 
remember the fallen,” said Manion. “This 
wreath symbolizes our honor to those who 

have served and are serving in the armed 
forces of our great nation. We are also 
honoring, today, the families of those who 
serve as they too endure sacrifices every 
day on our behalf.”

This is why the Offutt Officers’ Spouses’ 
Club feels especially honored to begin this 
tradition of laying wreaths for our fallen at 
our base cemetery, she continued.

“This hallowed ground is the resting 
place of service men and women along with 
their dependents’” said Manion. “Finally, 
to our children, we want you to understand 
that the freedoms you enjoy today have not 

been free. They have come with a cost that 
someday you may have to pay yourself. As 
a nation standing together we can defeat 
terrorism, hatred and injustice.”

Prior to the event, the OOSC posted infor-
mation on Facebook about the wreaths and 
had a tremendous response from many peo-
ple looking to sponsor a wreath. Thankfully, 
those will be automatically rolled over to 
the coming year.

They hope to have a wreath for each 
headstone next year. The cemetery, 
originally known as the Fort Crook Post 
Cemetery, is a small cemetery according to 
Staff Sgt. Darius Green, 55th Force Support 
Squadron mortuary affairs.

“There are currently a total of 876 
persons interred at the cemetery, with 447 
dependents, wives, children and babies 
buried alongside 429 military members 
who served,” he said. “The remaining 28 
have already been reserved, so there is no 
more waiting room should someone request 
burial here.”

Similarly, the Offutt Cemetery also has 
humble, and sorrowful, beginnings. While 
historical documents state the cemetery’s 
establishment as January 1, 1893, a Spring-
field Monitor article from 1897 has other 
information.

The article claims the first death to be in-
terred at the Fort Crook Cemetery was the 
infant son of Samuel Pittson of the Army’s 
quartermaster division on July 29, 1897. 
A permit by telegraph was received from 
Washington D.C. to set apart a portion of 
the installation for a cemetery in which to 
bury soldiers and their family members.

Whichever fact holds true, Manion said, 
the people buried there will never be for-
gotten.

“The United States of America was 
founded on the ideals of freedom, justice 
and equality,” said Manion. “Our nation 
stands as a shining beacon of liberty and 
freedom to the world. We thank those who 
gave their lives to keep us free and we shall 
not forget you. We shall remember.”

Spouses honor 876 buried at base cemetery
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Elizabeth Phillips, wife of Major Nick Phillips, 1st Air Combat Command Squadron, places a 
wreath during the National Wreaths Across America ceremony Dec. 15 at the Offutt Air Force 
Base Cemetery. Phillips, a member of the Offutt Officers Spouses’ Club was one of the members 
who initiated the instatement of Offutt AFB Cemetery into Wreaths Across America organization.

Staff Sgt. Daniel Thrower, Heartland of 
America Band plays taps during the National 
Wreaths Across America Ceremony Dec. 15 
at the Offutt Air Force Base Cemetery. The 
cemetery was instated into the WAA Nov. 
27. The WAA is a non-profit organization 
that provides Christmas wreaths for over 
1,200 veterans’ cemeteries in the United 
States and overseas.
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. 
— In her office, hangs a white 
board covered with hand-written 
personalized to-do lists for Airmen 
she has taken under her wing. 
Although she left the realm of 
counseling to serve her country, 
she continues to find ways to inte-
grate it into her new life with one 
goal in mind – to guide the leaders 
of tomorrow.

U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Valyn Bea-
sley, 55th Medical Group practice 
manager healthcare administer, 
was born and raised in north 
Omaha, merely miles from Offutt 
Air Force Base. While stationed so 
close to home, she spends her time, 
not only mentoring those inside 
its gates, but also members of her 
community and it has not gone 
unnoticed.

She was recently inducted into 
the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women of Omaha, a non-profit 
advocacy organization designed 
to increase the economic growth, 
health & wellness, educational, po-
litical and social gains for women 
of color, with specific emphasis on 
enhancing the quality of life and 
lifestyles of all African-American 
women.

“These are all things that are 

important to me and I stand for 
their mission and values, especially 
education,” Beasley said. “Educa-
tion has always been very import-
ant to me. It is one thing no one can 
take from you.”

Beasley has her master’s degree 
in counseling and business admin-
istration and is currently accepted 
into three Ph.D programs in orga-
nizational leadership.

“Growing up a first-generation 
student, in a single-parent home 
along with the other adversity that 
came with it, I have always been 
asked ‘how did you make it through 
all the struggles and hardship,’” 
she said. “I was in the lived-ex-
perience, so it did not come as a 
struggle to me, it was simply life 
for me. I have the ability to get 
through high stress conditions and 
still succeed.”

It is that mindset she hopes to 
pass along through her work with 
the NC100BW.

“Through advocacy these women 
work as change agents to influence 
policy that promotes gender equity 
in health, education and economic 
empowerment,” Beasley said. “It 
was an honor to be inducted. Now, 
I feel a greater sense of responsi-
bility than I ever have. I need to do, 
and be, better in order to live up to 
this organization.”

After she applied for mem-

bership in the coalition, she was 
interviewed, where the president 
and the committee had to decide if 
she was qualified to become a part 
of the group.

Beasley was recognized for her 
community service and how she 
impacted her environment. She is 
a part of a mentorship group that 
advises young women, ages 11-18.

“I am already doing the work 
that this organization is designed 
to achieve,” she said. “I care about 
my community and am always 
working to make it and others 
better.

Beasley said she is very happy to 
be a representative of Omaha and 
hopes to improve the future of her 
home area.

“I was honored that the work I 
have been doing in my community 
for so long was recognized,” said 
Beasley. 

“I am truly passionate about 
helping others achieve their full 
potential, personally, professional-
ly and academically.

I believe being inducted into 
the NC100BW of Omaha will help 
me to influence others on a larger 
scale, because of my involvement 
others have already asked me how 
they can get involved and I believe 
bringing awareness and educating 
is one of the best ways to influence 
others.”

100 Black Women of Omaha inducts CGO

U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Rachelle Blake

U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. Valyn Beasley, 55th Medical Group practice manager 
healthcare administer, poses for a photo Dec. 19 at the Ehrling Bergquist 
Clinic. Beasley was recently admitted into the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women of Omaha, a non-profit advocacy organization designed to 
increase the economic growth, health & wellness, educational, political and 
social gains for women of color, in recognition for her community service.
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