
Husker defensive backs face tall task
against Gopher receivers, scheme. Sports

CITY AWAITS DETAILS

Landlord
group sues
over rental
inspections

By Erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A lawsuit filed by a local land-
lord group seeks to stop Omaha’s
new rental registration and inspec-
tions program from taking effect
in January.

The Metropolitan Omaha Prop-
erty Owners Association sued the
City of Omaha in federal court
last week over its attempt to crack
down on lax landlords and rental
properties with housing code vio-
lations.

The association wants a five-
month-old city ordinance — a mea-
sure motivated by the evacuation
of 500 refugee tenants from the
Yale Park Apartments last year —
overturned.

In a tight 4-3 vote in April, the
City Council approved the ordi-
nance, which requires landlords to
register their properties with the
city starting in January 2020 and
ramps up inspections of problem
properties with unresolved vio-
lations. By 2022, most properties
face mandatory inspections once
every 10 years, with inspections
staggered over time.

The landlord group, known as
MOPOA, said in its court filing that
requiring rental registrations and
inspections violates and bypasses
the consent decree the city and

Property owners association
seeks to overturn ordinance
that created rental registry
and stepped up oversight

Turkey says it won’t bow to U.S. threat

BEIRUT (AP) — Turkey said
Tuesday it will go ahead with a
military operation in northeast-
ern Syria and won’t bow to threats
over its Syria plans, an apparent
reply to U.S. President Donald
Trump’s warning to limit the scope
of its expected assault.

Trump said late Sunday the
United States would step aside
for an expected Turkish attack on

Syrian Kurdish fighters, who have
fought alongside Americans for
years. But he threatened Monday
to “totally destroy and obliterate”
Turkey’s economy if the NATO na-
tion went too far.

Trump later cast his decision to
pull back U.S. troops from parts of
northeast Syria as fulfilling a cam-
paign promise to withdraw from
“endless war” in the Middle East.

Republican critics and others said
he was sacrificing a U.S. ally, the
Syrian Kurds, and undermining
American credibility.

Trump’s statements have rever-
berated on all sides of the divide in
Syria and the Mideast.

In Ankara, Turkish Vice Presi-
dent Fuat Oktay said Turkey was
intent on combating Kurdish fight-
ers across its border in Syria and
on creating a zone where Turkey
could resettle Syrian refugees.

“Where Turkey’s security is

Turkish forces on the move after Trump opened door to
attack, then vowed retaliation; Syria seeks Kurd alliance

AIRMAN AND WIFE

Shooting deaths
near Offutt are
thought to be
murder-suicide

By StEvE LiEwEr

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The shooting deaths of an Of-
futt Air Force Base airman and his
wife in their home Sept. 28 are be-
ing investigated as a murder-sui-
cide, according to documents filed
in Sarpy County District Court.

An affidavit requesting a search
warrant of the home of Tech. Sgt.
Zachary Firlik and his wife, Kari
McManigal Firlik, said the bodies
of the couple were found in an up-
stairs bedroom of the home, which
is in the Rising View military hous-
ing subdivision near the base.

“Offutt Security Forces Mem-
ber believed it was a murder-sui-
cide of a husband and wife,” ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Investigators found a six-shot
Taurus revolver on the bedroom
floor, with four spent shell casings
and two unspent bullets in the re-
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Time to bring in plants
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Amid rise in Sarpy road deaths, five
agencies team up, make ‘big statement’

By JEffrEy roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

As traffic fatalities in Sarpy
County climb, law enforcement
agencies across the county are
joining forces to show they’re se-
rious about traffic safety.

Tuesday, five agencies ran a
joint traffic enforcement opera-
tion along State Highway 370 in
Sarpy County, using 14 officers
and patrol vehicles from across
the different jurisdictions to pull
over speeding drivers.

The extra law enforcement cre-
ated a visible presence for the new
initiative’s first public effort.

That’s part of the point, said
Chief Deputy Greg London of the
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office. By
working together, the agencies
want to get drivers’ attention to
urge them to slow down, stop at
red lights and pay more attention.

Officers, deputies and troopers in traffic task force hope to get drivers’ attention, along
Highway 370 on one day, Platteview Road another. To be safe, expect them on 84th, too.

K A y L A W O L F / T H e W O r L d - H e r A L d

Fourteen officers from five jurisdictions in the Sarpy County Traffic Safety Task Force
expected to write about 60 tickets during Tuesday’s enforcement effort on Highway 370.
Above and at top, Bellevue’s Harlan Drive, which becomes 370 west of Fort Crook Road. See Sarpy County: Page 2
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to eat at Agave Azteca!
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CARPET CLEANING

EACH ADDITIONAL ROOM $30
Expires: 11/7/19 Promo Code: C3RJ9
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