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A chilling
milestone in
‘age of mass
shootings’

The AssociATed Press

The first one occurred 19 days
into the new year when a man used
an ax to kill four family members
including his infant daughter. Five
months later, 12 people were killed
in a workplace shooting in Vir-
ginia. Twenty-two more died at a
Walmart in El Paso in August.

A database compiled by the As-
sociated Press, USA Today and
Northeastern University shows
that there were more mass killings
in 2019 than any year dating back
to at least the 1970s, punctuated
by a chilling succession of deadly
rampages during the summer.

In all, there were 41 mass kill-
ings, defined as when four or more
people are killed, excluding the
perpetrator. Of those, 33 were
mass shootings. More than 210
people were killed.

Most of the mass killings barely
became national news, failing to
resonate among the general pub-
lic because they didn’t spill into
public places like massacres in El
Paso and Odessa, Texas; Dayton,
Ohio; Virginia Beach, Virginia; and
Jersey City, New Jersey.

The majority of the killings in-
volved people who knew each oth-
er — family disputes, drug or gang
violence or people with beefs who
directed their anger at co-workers
or relatives.

In many cases, what set off the
perpetrator remains a mystery.

That’s the case with the very
first mass killing of 2019, when

The 41 U.S. mass killings
in 2019 are the most in at
least four decades, and all
but eight involved gunfire

Nebraska traffic deaths in 2019 are 9% above the five-year average
By Kevin cole

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska roadways have prov-
en more deadly in 2019 than in re-
cent years, and the state’s Office
of Highway Safety is urging ev-
eryone to be more cautious.

“It always goes back to people
paying attention, putting down

the phone and buckling up,” said
Mark Segerstrom, Nebraska’s
highway safety administrator.
“Be aware of your surroundings,
whether you are driving or a pe-
destrian.”

As of Thursday, Nebraska had
recorded 249 traffic fatalities, a
9% increase over the five-year av-
erage, Segerstrom said. The num-

ber of pedestrian deaths through
Monday stood at 19, down from 24
last year at the same time but still
a 13% increase over the five-year
average.

Historically, Segerstrom said,
rural areas have “two to three
times” more fatalities than urban
areas. That ratio holds true again
this year, he said. “There are mul-

tiple reasons for the higher num-
bers in rural areas,” Segerstrom
said. “We know there is less seat
belt usage in rural areas, roads
have narrow or no shoulders,
there are more uncontrolled in-
tersections and the distances to
hospitals are longer.”

Segerstrom said his office will

Staying safe in winter requires
common sense and patience

The WAshingTon PosT

Don’t use your snowblower in the
dark.

Do make sure kids and pets are in-
doors when you’re using one.

And don’t stick your hand in the
chute when the blower’s running,
slowing down or jammed.

Common sense, right?
Thousands of gruesome snowblow-

er injuries happen each year, ac-
cording to the Cleveland Clinic. Most
commonly, the patient is a man in his

mid-40s with an injury to, or an ampu-
tation of, the fingers on his dominant
hand.

Often, the injured person is not a
novice but has owned the blower for a
while. Few of the injured are women,
data show.

Shoveling snow can also be a haz-
ard. About 100 people a year, mostly
men, die of heart attacks while shovel-
ing snow, according to Harvard Med-
ical School. The deeper the snow, the
more heart attacks occur.

Winter falls can be trouble, too.
About a million people are injured
annually in falls on snow and ice, the
Rothman Orthopaedic Institute in
Philadelphia says, and thousands are
killed.

Do NOT stick your hand into
a running snowblower, and

don’t rush anywhere till spring

R Y A N S O D E R L I N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Stephanie Chavez clears snow from her sidewalk in Hastings in February 2013. There are thousands of gruesome snowblower injuries in the United
States each year. Most of those injured are men who have some experience with snowblowers, data show.
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State and the
prison workers
union agree on
pay raises aimed
at resolving the
staffing crisis.
Midlands

Rain here today; snow may cause trouble to west, north
By ricK ruggles
And JessicA WAde

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

A post-holiday winter storm
moved into southwest Nebraska
on Friday afternoon, part of a vast
storm system that will compli-
cate travel in the northern Plains
through the weekend.

Western Nebraska and most of
northern Nebraska were placed

under a winter storm warning
through Saturday.

“It’s a pretty strong system,”
said Cathy Zapotocny, a National
Weather Service meteorologist
in Valley. It was rolling out of
the southwest United States with
freezing rain falling in eastern
Colorado and southwest Nebraska
on Friday afternoon. She urged
travelers of all kinds to monitor

forecasts and conditions.
Nebraska travelers can check

up-to-date travel conditions at
511.Nebraska.gov or with 511’s
smartphone app. You may also
simply google “NWS Scottsbluff,”
“NWS Kearney,” “NWS Valen-
tine” and other cities to get area
conditions and forecasts.

Rain, sometimes heavy, is ex-
pected today in Omaha, with

possibly some freezing rain and
snow on Sunday, according to the
weather service.

Parts of northern Nebraska
were expected to receive 6 or
more inches of snow during the
same period, with of up to 3 inch-
es snow in much of western and
central Nebraska. Sleet and freez-
ing rain are possible in those ar-

4
DAYS LEFT
TO DONATE
The Goodfellows 2019 campaign
continues through Tuesday. To be
part of this year’s drive, make your
donation online by that day or get
your check in the mail in time to be
postmarked by Dec. 31.
Online: Omaha.com/goodfellows
Mail: World-Herald Goodfellows
1314 Douglas St. Suite 600,
Omaha, NE 68102
Today’s donations, Page 6B

Weather
High: 49

Rain, heavy at times
Low: 31

Details: 4A
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Between now and the end of the year, we’re
offering the BEST Score Your Deals of 2019!
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