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By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

Ralston is moving forward 
in the upcoming year after an 
eventful 2019.

A major decision in 2019 
was the city turning over man-
agement of the Ralston Arena 
to Spectra Venue 
Management in 
February.

Spectra is paid a 
fixed fee of $96,000
a year adjusted for 
annual inflation,
according to the 
contract, which is
good for five and a half years.

Mayor Don Groesser said 
turning over the management to 
Spectra was a big deal and it ap-
pears to be doing well with the 
arena so far.

“Spectra has a much wider 
net of resources and flexibility
to work with the arena than we 
had as a city,” Groesser said.

The arena is projected to have 
a net operating loss of $898,000
in fiscal year 2019-20 under
Spectra, which is less than the
$1,259,108 from the previous fis-
cal year.

Ralston also adopted the 
Hinge Project at its Nov. 19 City 
Council meeting. The Hinge 
Project has been in development 
since 2014 and is an economic 
development plan to develop 
the area around 72nd and Main 
Streets so it serves as a connec-
tion between the arena and the 
city’s downtown.

“We worked the whole year 
on the Hinge Project so to get it 
adopted was a huge accomplish-
ment,” Groesser said.

The city recently received a 
$7.5 million donation from the
estate of LaDonna Johnson, a
longtime organist at Ralston 
United Church of Christ, to help
fund the Hinge Project.

Groesser said the donation 
will help with financing the
Hinge Project’s infrastructure 
because the city is restricted 
in how much it can take out in 
loans due to arena finances.
The city’s first ever city ad-

ministrator, Dave Forrest, sub-
mitted his resignation Dec. 6 and
the City Council approved Rick 
Hoppe as the city’s next city ad-
ministrator at the Dec. 17 coun-
cil meeting. Hoppe served as 
the chief of staff of former Lin-
coln Mayor Chris Beutler and 
worked on the Pinnacle Bank 
Arena and West Haymarket de-
velopment projects.

Grosser said other than the 
city administrator position, the
city saw little staff turnover for 
the year.
He said he expects the city to

continue to move forward with 
the beginning stages of redevel-
opment.

This includes breaking 
ground on additional housing,
retail outlets and restaurants 
added to the city as the Hinge 
Project moves ahead.

Groesser said he envisions 
Ralston to one day be similar to 
areas like Aksarben and Black-
stone, where residents are with-
in walking distance of amenities 
and entertainment.
“The arena was a good first

step in redefining our city as a
family-friendly one,” Groesser
said. 

“The Hinge Project will allow 
us to help further along the de-
velopment that the arena start-
ed.”

He said by fall he hopes the 
city will have started work on re-
developing streets in the down-
town area and expects there
to be groundbreaking of some 
apartment buildings in the city.

“Maybe it won’t all get done 
in 2020, but we are on the right
path,” Groesser said.

Hinge, arena 
changes top 
city’s 2019

achievements

Groesser
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This conceptual design shows new developments that could sprout up in 
Ralston if the city moves forward with its Hinge project, which is meant 
to bring people from the Ralston Arena and 72nd Street into the city’s 
downtown.
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There’s a whole room in Ron 
Wilson’s apartment that houses 
heaps of fabric, but still, he can’t
resist the urge to add to his col-
lection.
“I love fabric. I really do,”

Wilson said. “You don’t want to 
take me to a fabric shop because 
I can’t come out without some-
thing.”
Wilson, who lives in Bellevue

and is a regular Ralston Senior 
Center visitor and member of 
its board of directors, has been
quilting his whole life.
Often times, he said, people

are surprised to learn that as a 
man, he is a quilter.

“You go into fabric stores and 
they don’t want to look at you,”
he said. “I’ve been ignored like 
nobody’s business. But before 
I’m gone, I’m giving someone
advice because I’ve been doing 
it for so long.”

When he’s in a fabric or craft 
store, clerks and customers often
ask him if he’s picking up items 
for his wife, to which he re-
sponds, “This is for me. I know
what I’m doing.”
“Most of the time, I just ig-

nore them, but every once in
awhile I will spout off. The older 
I get, the more I want to spout
off.”

His love of fabric started be-
fore he was in school when his 

grandma taught him how to em-
broider. Since then, his infatua-
tion with creation grew.

“My grandmother was the 
quilter of the family so quilting 
was just something that was al-
ways around,” he said.

While his grandma never 
taught him how to quilt, Wilson
remembers her doing it and he 
inherited the skill by “osmosis.”
For years, Wilson quilted

blankets for friends and family,
and in 1986 he got more serious
about it.

When a local theater was in 
need of 18 quilts for an upcom-
ing show, Wilson applied to be
the quilter. 
After that, he continued to

work in community theater 
where he sewed costumes.

He even made clothing for 
himself when bell-bottom pants 
were all the rage, he said.
Now, more than 30 years lat-

er, he continues to quilt, sew and
embroider with his collection of 
fabric and four sewing machines 
that cost a total of about $10,000.

“I’ve got to get rid of it. I’m 
75 years old and I’m not going to
die with all that fabric,” he said.

A lot of his fabric is put to use 
when Wilson donates to Project 
Linus, a national nonprofit that
provides homemade blankets to 
local children in need.
Throughout the years, Wil-

son has made about 300 quilts
for the organization.

He also quilts and sews 
items such as place mats, table
runners, throws, blankets and
aprons that are raffled off at the
Ralston Senior Center.

When items are not being raf-
fled or sold, he’s known to give
items away.

“When someone admires 
something, typically I give it to
them,” he said.
Whether it’s late at night, or

early morning, Wilson can often
be found working on a project.

“I’ve always got something 
going,” he said.

Wilson said he quilts any-
where from two to 10 hours a 
day.
In just three days,Wilson said

he can complete a throw-size 
quilt, which is typically 40 inch-
es by 80 inches.
And while he loves creating,

quilting isn’t always relaxing,
Wilson said.

“It can be very frustrating 
sometimes,” he said. “I swear,
there’s a quilting god and there 
are some days, no matter what
you do, that sewing machine
is not going to cooperate with 
you.”

But that’s never stopped him 
from doing what he loves.
Throughout his life, Wilson

estimates that he’s made at least 
1,000 quilts and every day, he
works to hone in on his skill.
“I’m not the best, but I’m

pretty damn good,” he said.

Quilting a lifelong 
passion for Wilson
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Ron Wilson of Bellevue quilts a blanket Jan. 8 at the Ralston Senior Center. Wilson estimates he’s created 1,000 
quilts in his lifetime.


