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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE
Lawmakers advance a bill that would
prohibit local bans or fees on plastic
bags. Capitol Digest, Page 2A

Property tax
relief plan
struggles to
gain traction

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — State lawmakers
debated the two biggest issues of
the 2020 session on Wednesday,
but neither the property tax relief
bill nor the proposal to update the
state’s tax incentives for business
growth has advanced — yet.

The two proposals had been
billed as being intertwined — both
needing to pass this year — but at
least one senator suggested that
the property tax proposal was
headed for an impasse and the
tax incentive bill, coveted by the
state’s business community, might
have to go it alone.

“If that horse can’t finish the
race, we need to saddle up a horse
that can finish the race,” said State
Sen. Matt Williams of Gothenburg,
a banker who says tax breaks have
put his hometown on a “trajectory
of success.”

But two key senators, Lou Ann
Linehan of Elkhorn, the main au-
thor of the property tax bill, and
Mark Kolterman of Seward, the
main sponsor of the business in-
centive proposal, both said that
work on a so-called “grand com-
promise” would begin tomorrow
after a new forecast of state tax
revenue — which has been stung
by COVID-19 — is released by the

Business incentives bill
has a bit better footing and
may be ‘a horse that can
finish the race,’ senator says

Virus transmission rates called key for schools

By Julie anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Safely opening schools in
Nebraska cities with elevated
COVID-19 levels will depend
heavily on lowering viral trans-
mission rates, local health ex-
perts say.

Nebraska as a whole, and the
Omaha and Lincoln areas specif-

ically, have seen recent upticks in
COVID-19 cases.

In fact, daily case counts are
high enough in Omaha, Lincoln
and some other spots that a team
from the University of Nebraska
Medical Center said that bringing
middle and high school students
back into packed school buildings
could lead to increased disease
transmission.

“If we reopen in a way that
is not allowing adequate social
distancing of those students,
then there’s a strong likelihood
we’ll see cases and transmission
among children that will ultimate-
ly impact a greater proportion of
adults in the communities,” said
John Lowe, UNMC’s assistant
vice chancellor for health securi-
ty training and education.

Lowe’s team is offering site
visits to help schools to deter-
mine what protocols and proce-

UNMC experts say bringing rates down is vital for safe
reopenings, especially in the Omaha and Lincoln areas

2020 DEMOCRATIC SENATE CANDIDATE, MAYBE

Shelton’s campaign against Sasse is in
limbo, but political career just started

By JosePH morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Alisha Shelton
was 12 years old when her family
left Staten Island for Nebraska, and
the girl from the big city wasn’t sure
what to expect from her new home —
she didn’t even know what a cornfield
looked like.

Before long, however, she was
working on a detasseling crew and
marveling at the warmth and com-
munity spirit of her neighbors. Those
early years in Nebraska helped shape
the person she would become.

“It was the basic foundation that

has really built my personality and
my work ethic,” Shelton said.

Now a 38-year-old Omaha mental
health practitioner, Shelton finds her-
self in one of the weirder Nebraska
political campaigns in recent memory.
Shelton was among the seven candi-
dates seeking the Democratic Senate

nomination, but Omaha baker Chris
Janicek won.

Since that May primary, howev-
er, the Nebraska Democratic Party
has pulled its support of Janicek and
pushed him to withdraw over explicit
comments he made about a staffer in
a group text.

The party’s state central commit-
tee voted earlier this week to replace
Janicek with Shelton — but that will
only happen if he agrees to step aside
before a Sept. 1 deadline.

And Janicek has insisted he’s not
going anywhere.

If Janicek won’t quit
race, NYC native says

her Nebraska-built work
ethic will serve her in ’24

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Alisha Shelton, a 38-year-old Omaha mental health practitioner, is the choice of the state Democratic Party to replace Chris Janicek on the Nov. 3
ballot — but that will only happen if he agrees to step aside before Sept. 1. If he won’t, Shelton says she’ll run against Sen. Deb Fischer in four years.
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CHICAGO, ALBUQUERQUE

Trump deploys
more federal
agents in ‘law-
and-order’ push

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump announced
Wednesday that he will send fed-
eral agents to Chicago and Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, to help
combat rising crime, expanding
the administration’s intervention
into local enforcement as he runs
for reelection under a “law-and-or-
der” mantle.

Trump painted Democrat-led
cities as out of control and lashed
out at the “radical left,” which he
blamed for rising violence in some
cities, even though criminal jus-
tice experts say it defies easy ex-
planation.

“In recent weeks there has been
a radical movement to defund, dis-
mantle and dissolve our police de-
partments,” Trump said at a White
House event, blaming the move-
ment for “a shocking explosion of
shootings, killings, murders and
heinous crimes of violence.”

See Taxes: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 23,486 311
Iowa 40,085 812
U.S. 3,955,860 143,147

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
UNO chancellor announces layoffs
and budget cuts, but is optimistic
about fall enrollment. Page 4A

Some in GOP revolt as McConnell
moves ahead on virus aid. Page 7A
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