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U.S. STRATEGIC COMMAND

Navy vice
admiral is
picked to
take helm

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — It appears
that U.S. Strategic Command will
soon be back in the hands of a
Navy officer.

Vice Admiral Charles Richard
has been tapped to serve as the
next head of StratCom, which
oversees the nation’s nuclear arse-
nal and is headquartered at Offutt
Air Force Base south of Omaha.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee will hold a hearing on
the nomination next week. Rich-
ard, an Alabama native, previously
served as StratCom’s deputy com-
mander.

“As a former deputy command-
er of StratCom, Admiral Richard
understands the responsibilities
of the command and its mission
well,” Sen. Deb Fischer, R-Neb.,
said Thursday in a press release.
“With threats from Russia and
China continuing to grow, nuclear
deterrence is becoming more im-
portant than ever and StratCom
requires experienced and capable
leadership.”

Fischer is the chairwoman of
the subcommittee that oversees
U.S. strategic forces.

Richard will succeed the cur-
rent commander, Air Force Gen.
John Hyten, who was confirmed by
the Senate last month as the next

Officer tapped to replace
Hyten at Offutt-based
StratCom was previously
its deputy commander

In Turkish-U.S. deal, Kurds must leave border area

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The
U.S. and Turkey agreed Thursday
to a cease-fire in the Turks’ dead-
ly attacks on Kurdish fighters
in northern Syria, requiring the
Kurds to vacate the area in an ar-
rangement that largely solidifies
Turkey’s position and aims in the
weeklong conflict. The deal in-
cludes a conditional halt to Amer-

ican economic sanctions.
After negotiations with Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, U.S. Vice President Mike
Pence hailed the five-day cease-
fire as the way to end the blood-
shed caused by Turkey’s invasion.
He remained silent on whether it
amounted to a second abandon-
ment of America’s former Kurd-

ish allies in the fight against the
Islamic State.

Turkish troops and Turk-
ish-backed Syrian fighters
launched their offensive against
Kurdish forces in northern Syria
a week ago, two days after Pres-
ident Donald Trump suddenly an-
nounced that he was withdrawing
the U.S. military from the area.
Trump was widely criticized for
turning on the Kurds, who had
taken heavy casualties as part-
ners with the U.S. in fighting Is-

lamic State extremists since 2016.
Turkish Foreign Minister

Mevlut Cavusoglu said the U.S.
had accepted the idea of a “safe
zone” long pushed by Turkey, and
he insisted that Turkish armed
forces will control the zone in far
northeastern Syria. He also made
clear that Turkey will not stop at
a previously limited zone, and he
said Turkish control of the Syrian
side of the border must extend all
the way to the Iraqi border.

Trump hails pact; Romney says U.S. still ‘abandoned an
ally’; Syrian Kurds reject notion of Turkish occupation

Kurd who found peace in Lincoln
pleads for help for those in danger

Like many of his
fellow Kurds, Bashar
Karim risked his life
in a troubled part of
the world to help the
U.S.

Like many of his
fellow Kurds and fel-
low Americans, Karim
— now a U.S. citizen
living in Lincoln — is

shocked, confused and worried about
President Donald Trump’s decision to
abruptly pull troops out of northern

Syria.
Like the world watching, Karim is

experiencing whiplash: fear of a com-
ing slaughter as Turkey began strik-
ing northern Syria; relief at Turkey’s
agreement to a five-day cease-fire to
give the Kurds a chance to withdraw;
questions about what’s next.

“What does this mean?” Karim
asked Thursday afternoon about the
just-announced cease-fire. He wanted
to know if Kurds who had fled to Iraq
could return to their homes in north-
ern Syria. He wanted to know who

was going to be in charge with the U.S.
out and Kurdish fighters expelled.
He wanted to know, bottom line, can
Kurdish people live in peace?

Everything feels up in the air as the
U.S. forces retreat.

“We viewed them as a friend, we
viewed them as an ally,” Karim said of
the U.S. “I’m begging everyone, urg-
ing everyone, if you have the power
to do anything to help us, please help
us.”

It’s a message Karim and fellow

B A S H A R K A R I M

Bashar Karim, left, at the Balad Air Base north of Baghdad in 2004. He was a Kurdish translator for the U.S. military in northern Iraq after the American
invasion. His work earned him a visa allowing him to immigrate to the U.S. He has lived in Lincoln since 2014 and is now an American citizen.
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FAMED IWO JIMA PHOTO

New correction:
Iowa Marine
was one of six
hoisting flag

DES MOINES (AP) — The Ma-
rine Corps on Thursday corrected
the identity of a second man in the
iconic photograph of U.S. forces
raising an American flag during
the Battle of Iwo Jima.

After questions were raised by
private historians who studied
photos and film of the event, the
Marines said in a statement that
one of the six men who raised the
flag was not Pfc. Rene Gagnon, as
had long been believed, but Cpl.
Harold P. Keller, noting that Gag-
non did help obtain the flag.

Associated Press photographer
Joe Rosenthal shot the iconic pho-
tograph atop Mount Suribachi
during the 1945 battle between
American and Japanese forces on
Iwo Jima.

“Regardless of who was in the
photograph, each and every Ma-
rine who set foot on Iwo Jima, or

See Iwo Jima: Page 4

See StratCom: Page 4
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