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By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

There were new school principals at Patriot Elementary
School Oct. 30, but this time, they were small and used their
authority for extra recess.
Fourth grader Corben Tyler and fifth grader Ethan Kinney

got to see their school from a different perspective after they
were chosen to be principals for a day through a school-wide
raffle.

Students who participated in a school fundraiser were en-
tered into the drawing.

“I was kind of surprised because there’s a lot of people who
did the fundraiser, so I really wasn’t expecting to get it,” Kin-
ney said.

Matt Hilderbrand, principal at Patriot Elementary, said it
was his idea to raffle off this experience.

“I just thought I would contribute in some way,” Hilder-
brand said. “Having the kids hanging out in the office with me
and see what I do is kinda cool.”

As principal, the students were presented “principal for a
day” badges, got out of class for most of the day and helped
Hilderbrand hand out hot chocolate and cider to teachers.
They also ate a Pizza Hut lunch in the office and granted

their classes an extra recess and time in the sensory room, a
space equipped with items such a giant Legos and exercise
balls.

“We didn’t just want it to be us who did the whole principal
sensory room thing so we had our class do some things we
have to do,” Tyler said.

It was nice to see students share some of their perks with
their classmates, Hilderbrand said.

“I think it’s cool that they wanted to extend that even more
and include some other kids,” he said.
As principal, Tyler and Kinney also had to read the morn-

ing announcements over the intercom.
“I’ve never done it so I didn’t really knowwhat to do,” Kin-

ney said.
Though he was nervous, he said he enjoyed doing it.
Tyler also had fun with that aspect of being principal.
“It’s very fun, exciting and awesome to get to be on the in-

tercom,” he said.
One of his favorite parts of the day for Hilderbrand was

giving students an insight into what it’s like to be principal.
“I just hope they see being a principal is something that can

be fun,” he said.
He also said he wanted to show students that getting sent to

the principal’s office isn’t always a bad thing.
“I tried to just get them to understand what I do,” he said.

“They are sometimes in here for different reasons, but it’s not a
scary place and it’s not a bad place and these kids get to expe-
rience some of the fun things.”

Patriot students
become principal
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Patriot fourth grader Corben Tyler, left, and fifth grader Ethan Kinney
hangout in the principal’s office Oct. 30 as part being principals for
a day.
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Papillion-La Vista South celebrates its Class A volleyball state championship title against Gretna at the Devaney
Sports Center Saturday. For more, see page B1.

State champs

By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

With a melody on his flute, a Papil-
lion-La Vista High School senior made
school history.

This year, Vincent Lin was one of
557 musicians selected nationwide to
be a part of the All-National Honors
Ensembles held in Orlando, Fla., and
the first student in PLV history cho-
sen.

“It’s really motivational and in-
fluential for my life,” Lin said. “This
school is so old and to be a part of that
history and molding the reputation of
my school is surreal.”
Lin began playing the flute in

fourth grade, which he said gave him
an advantage over others who began
in middle or high school.

“Since I had that head start, I was
ahead of the game. I thought, I have
a lot of preparation and practice so I
might as well put it to use,” he said.

Throughout all four years of high
school, Lin made it to All-State Band
where he grew fond of a higher level
of performing, which inspired him to
audition for nationals.

“I fell in love with that upper cali-
ber of music,” Lin said.

For auditions, Lin had to send in a
video of him playing a song and scales
on his instrument.

Last month, he heard the good
news.

“I’d like to think I have a pretty ma-
ture sound on the flute,” Lin said. “Adding that
volume and roundness to my flute playing kind of
makes me stand out.”

Lin was in Orlando from Thursday to Sunday
where he practiced with his fellow orchestra mem-
bers for the All-National Honors Ensembles band
concerts, which was Sunday at Gaylord Palms Re-
sort and Convention Center.

Though he is used to the pressures of All-State
Band, playing at a national level is a completely
new experience, Lin said.

“That orchestra setting will be a lot different
than what I am used to,” he said prior to the trip.
Tim Keller, PLV band director, said he is hap-

py to see a deserving student earn a spot at the
All-National Honors Ensembles.

“I always call him Midas because everything he
touches turns to gold,” Keller said.

He said that throughout the years, Lin has set a
good example for fellow students.

“It’s inspiring. He sets the model for younger
kids,” Keller said. “He’s very detail oriented and
works at it. He doesn’t put it off until tomorrow.
He gets after it and practices and has a great work
ethic. I think that’s what sets him apart.”

After high school, Lin said he plans to contin-
ue his musical journey and double major in music
and science in college.

PLV student selected for
All-National Honors Ensembles
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Papillion-La Vista High School senior Vincent Lin was one of 557
musicians selected nationwide for All-National Honors Ensembles.
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