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By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

An eighth-grader at Mission Middle School 
has dedicated her life to raising money for the 
Bellevue Food Pantry and other places in the 
community.

Madi DeMeo, 13, was awarded for those 
efforts March 9 at her school. U.S. Cellular 
awarded her $10,000 to split between the Bel-
levue Food Pantry, as well as the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

The Future of Good program by U.S. Cellular 
awards 16 students under 16 years old around 
the country who have shown their dedication to 
give back to their communities.
DeMeo first started her journey by selling

her Halloween candy at 7 years old to raise 
money for the food pantry. In January, DeMeo 
also expanded her efforts by raising and donat-
ing funds to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Through her Facebook page, Madi’s Annual 
Bellevue Food Pantry Fundraiser, she keeps her 
followers up-to-date with her fundraising. 

In 2018, she raised $2,300 — the most she’s 
raised.

DeMeo said she was happy to be presented 
the award to further her cause to help the food 
pantry and the Alzheimer’s Association.

“I’m really excited and it means a lot to me 
knowing these two causes get so much money,” 
she said.

DeMeo is donating $5,000 to the food pantry 
and $5,000 to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Madi’s dedication results
in $10,000 for her charities
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Madi DeMeo, an eighth-grader at Mission Middle School, was awarded $10,000 through the U.S. Cellular 
The Future of Good program. The program awards 16-under-16 young people $10,000 for their work 
around the community. Donating money since she was 7, DeMeo said she’s donating half the awards to 
the Bellevue Food Pantry and the Alzheimer’s Association.

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

A plan to spend just over $10
million to renovate two blocks of 
Mission Avenue won an expres-
sion of interest Monday night 
when the Bellevue City Council 
voted 6-0 to approve a letter of 
intent.

Mayor Rusty Hike said the 
letter of intent commits the city 
to nothing more than conduct-
ing serious negotiations with 
John Jungers and Robert Ryan, 
two developers who are propos-
ing the renovation.

If approved, 1st City Devel-
opment, LLC, which Nebras-
ka state records show is jointly
partnered by Jungers and Ryan, 
would demolish the former City 
Hall building and office build-
ings to the east between Wash-
ington and Franklin streets.

They would be replaced by a 
grocery store or some business 
of similar purpose, offices and
multi-family residential.

The developers were sched-
uled to make a detailed presen-
tation before the Bellevue Plan-
ning Commission on Feb. 28 but 
asked they appear at the March 
28 session instead.

In other business, council 
members voted 6-0 to approve 
taking $75,000 from the city’s 
Community Betterment Fund to 
help launch the “Light Up Bel-
levue” program.

The program is proposed by 
a citizens committee co-chaired 
by longtime Olde Towne busi-
ness owner Dave Compton and 
Joanna Hike, wife of the mayor.

Mayor Hike is also a  member 
of the organizing committee.

Compton presented videos 
and a slide show illustrating the 

scope of the campaign, which he 
said will involve synchronized 
lighting infrastructure that can 
be used to celebrate Christmas, 
St. Patrick’s Day, Halloween 
and any other holidays the city 
might wish to promote.

Compton said the goal is to 
create a “Wow! factor” with a 
lighting display that will draw 
visitors from across the metro 
area.

The 2019 display will focus 
on the Bellevue Public Schools’ 
Lied Activity Center near Fort 
Crook Road and Highway 370, 
and a quadrant of Washington 
Park along Franklin Street in 
Olde Towne.

Compton said plans call 
for  the lights to be in place by 
Thanksgiving.

In future years, he said, all 
of Washington Park will be lit, 
after which program organizers 
will turn their attention to Fort 
Crook Road and the Twin Creek 
retail development in west Bel-
levue.
Compton estimated the first-

year cost at between $150,000 
and $200,000, with funds above 
the city’s contribution to be 
raised by community fundrais-
ing. The city’s initial contribu-
tion of $75,000 is a one-time gift 
designed to kick start the pro-
gram, he said, and no further 
requests will be made.

The money will be taken from 
the city’s keno-funded Commu-
nity Betterment Fund.

City Finance Director Rich 
Severson said he was “cautious-
ly optimistic” the fund could 
manage the gift, although he 
warned the fund is severely de-
pleted after council members 
used more than $2 million to 
balance the city’s budget.

Old Towne
project has

city’s attention

By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

While snow slickened the streets and turned the city 
white, a Bellevue resident sat in her cozy home on Feb. 
23 and counted her blessings.

As snow plows passed and made the streets safer, 
Laura Rodgers thought of those hard at work.

“I was in my warm home feeling very appreciative 
that they were all out there. It was dangerous for every-
body involved,” Rodgers said.

Rodgers, a Bellevue native, said she loves her com-
munity and wanted to show gratitude.

That following Monday, Rodgers turned to Facebook 
and started a fundraiser seeking to provide lunch to city 

workers including plow drivers, police officers and fire-
fighters.

“I wanted to say thank you,” Rodgers said. “I really 
think we have great people who work for our city.”

Her goal was to raise $500 for a pizza luncheon, but 
expected to only reach $100. To her surprise, it amount-
ed to much more.

Within hours, the fundraiser exceeded its goal by $10.
“It makes me feel good that our community came 

together,” she said. “If it wasn’t for everybody else, it 
would just be an idea.”

On Thursday, Rodgers held a luncheon at the Reed 
Community Center and brought 65 Domino’s pizzas to 
city workers.

Sally Rodgers, Laura’s mother, even baked 500 home-

made cookies for the occasion.
About 100 city workers attended the luncheon while 

others worked and cleaned the streets from the latest 
snowfall.

The remaining food was taken to the overnight crews.
Molly Rieple, automotive operative for the parks de-

partment and snow plow driver, said she appreciated 
the kind gesture.

“I thought it was really nice. It’s really cool to see peo-
ple want to help out,” Rieple said. “It’s a nice little break 
off the roads.”

When it comes to city workers, Rodgers said, people 
tend to only think of them as a department.

“It’s our community,” she said. “Those are our neigh-
bors out there and they never fail to surprise me.”

Saying thanks with a pizza luncheon  
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Bellevue resident Laura Rodgers, left, and her mother Sally 
provide pizza and cookies to city workers Thursday at the 
Reed Community Center.

Photo by Ashley Quintela

Ryan Kinsella, a building maintenance worker, grabs pizza Thursday during the luncheon at the Reed Community Center.


