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NSEA leader:
CDC school
guidance is
not realistic

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention has put together a
better picture for how the return
to school should look.

Students and teachers wearing
masks. Physical distancing in the
classroom. Daily temperature and
symptom checks for staff and stu-
dents.

No playgrounds for recess. No
cafeterias. No shared devices,
books or supplies.

It’s clear that school will look a
whole lot different in the continu-
ing pandemic.

But the head of the Nebraska
teachers union, who’s also a for-
mer Nebraska teacher of the year,
said the guidance coming out of
the CDC doesn’t recognize the re-
ality of teaching.

Maddie Fennell, executive di-
rector of the Nebraska State Edu-
cation Association, said Nebraska
would be better served working
with the University of Nebraska
Medical Center and its in-house
experts, who are willing to talk
with teachers.

Fennell said the return to school
will take creativity and some dis-
cussions with teachers that have
not happened yet.

“We’re going to have to think
way outside the box,” she said.

She says Nebraska would
be better served seeking
UNMC’s advice on getting
students back in class

Bars prepare to reopen, say patrons ‘raring to get back’

By Christopher BurBaCh

and JessiCa Wade

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Starting June 1, one of Omaha’s
great traditions can resume: Peo-
ple can take a Fab Four pizza from
Sgt. Peffer’s across North Saddle
Creek Road to the Homy Inn and
enjoy it with a nice pale ale, or if

it’s a special occasion, champagne
on tap.

They can have their pie and
drink with it too because of loos-
ened anti-coronavirus restrictions
that Gov. Pete Ricketts announced
this week. Effective June 1 in 89
counties, including the Omaha
area, bars and lounges can reopen
under the same rules that now ap-

ply to restaurants — including op-
erating at 50% capacity, with par-
ties spaced out by at least 6 feet.

“It’s a step in the right direc-
tion,” said Terry Finkel, owner of
Homy Inn. “It’s going to be tough
only having 25 people, and no-
body’s supposed to sit at the bar,
but I mean, it’s better than noth-
ing.”

Several bar owners similarly
welcomed the news of relaxed re-
strictions. They’re glad to be able
to open taps and tabs again, but the

pandemic and its restrictions are
still around, so they’re not exactly
breaking out the bubbly.

“It’s great that everybody’s
open, as long as everybody kind
of adheres to the rules,” said Bret
Schnittgrund, who with his wife,
Cindy, owns The Session Room
in downtown Omaha. “For sure,
we’re going to be following all of
them.”

He said the restaurant and bar

There will be restrictions, such as no sitting at the bar,
but ‘it’s better than nothing,’ Homy Inn owner says

Omahans are returning to
restaurants, but not in droves

By Betsie freeman

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Drover can’t seem to catch
a break.

The popular Omaha steakhouse
caught on fire in late December
2018 and reopened in August of
last year. Before too long, gener-
al manager Daryl Leise said, “we
were going at full speed,” with the
return of hourlong waits on week-
ends.

Then came another catastrophe,
one with a weird name: COVID-19.
Gov. Pete Ricketts told restaurant
owners to close their dining rooms
because of the pandemic. Some
turned to takeout and delivery
while others, like the Drover, went
dark for the seven-week duration.

Ricketts gave restaurants in
much of the state, including Oma-
ha, the OK to reopen dining rooms
at 50% capacity on May 4, with
other restrictions.

Leise took him up on it, the
memory of the yearlong break still
fresh in his mind.

He’s in the minority. Zoe Olson,
executive director of the Nebraska
Restaurant Association, estimated
that only 30% to 40% of eligible
restaurants are serving customers

Owners say they’re taking
in much less money than
normal, but revenue and
crowds are slowly growing

A N N A R E E D / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Tammy Dean, daytime manager at Shirley’s Diner, carries food to a table at the Millard area restaurant.

2015 STUDENT SUICIDE

State College
System agrees
to pay $900,000
to settle lawsuit

By riCk ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Nebraska State College Sys-
tem has agreed to pay $900,000 to
settle lawsuits related to the sui-
cide five years ago of a Chadron
State softball player.

Fatima Larios, 19, killed herself
in a Chadron State dormitory clos-
et on Jan. 31, 2015.

Her parents, Lissette Larios
Roohbakhsh and Nelson Larios,
alleged in lawsuits in state and
federal courts that Chadron State
College and its Title IX office
failed to intervene adequately in
an allegedly abusive relationship
between the young woman and her
boyfriend from high school, who
had become a Chadron State foot-
ball player.

One of the lawyers for the par-
ents, Christopher Welsh of Oma-
ha, said the settlement agree-
ment is “unique” because of the
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If people“follow our rules,” we will avoid another spike, Ricketts says. Page 2A

Omaha will let kids back on playgrounds on June 1. Page 4A

Traffic deaths have declined in Nebraska amid the pandemic. Midlands

Local kids talk about the first place they want to go as restrictions ease. Living

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 11,662 147
Iowa 16,507 436
U.S. 1,571,617 94,150

*As of 10 p.m. Friday

MORE COVID-19 NEWS INSIDE
Trump pushes states to let houses
of worship reopen. Page 5A

Record number of homeowners have
stopped paying mortgages. Page 6A

See Chadron State: Page 2

Shirley’s
Diner has

reopened its
dining room.

It can seat
70 to 80

people under
the current

restrictions.
“We came in

with a tape
measure to
make sure

tables are 6
feet apart,”

daytime
manager

Tammy Dean
said.

See Restaurants: Page 3

See Schools: Page 2

See Bars: Page 3


