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A new project to help cel-
ebrate Papillion’s 150th birth-
day is beginning to take flight
around the city.

The Wings Over Papillion 
butterfly bench project is taking
shape and the Butterfly Bench
Ccmmittee has big plans in 
prepping for Papillion’s mile-
stone event.

These benches, a unique but-
terfly shape designed by Papil-
lion artist Al Rhea, will begin 
popping up around the city 
in the spring of 2020. But the 
groundwork for these bench-
es has already begun as artists 
from across the area are lining 
up to have their design painted 
on the benches.

“It’s a unique project and the 
only one with that name,” said 
Ken Molzer, chairperson for the 
Butterfly Bench Committee. “It’s
a good way to incorporate an 
arts project into the Papillion 150 
celebration.”

Although each bench will fea-
ture the same structure, they will 
have a unique look as artists will 
put their own touches on each 
bench. Molzer said more than 
80 artists have already put their 
names in the hat for a chance to 
design one of the benches.

Those artists will have un-
til mid-July to submit a 12-inch 
model of their bench design. A 
display event will take place on 
Aug. 5 at Cobalt Credit Union 

where the artists work will be 
put on display.

The goal of the benches has 
many layers. Along with giv-
ing local artists a chance to have 
their work displayed, it will 
also be another facet in helping 
the city celebrate 150 years as 
well as serving as a fundraising 
mechanism.

A $3,500 sponsorship fee 
will accompany each bench. 
Molzer said 10 benches will be 
constructed initially with more 
being made depending on the 
demand from sponsors.

Each bench costs about $1,600 
to produce and each artist will 
receive $1,000 for their complet-
ed work. Clear coating, local 
transport and plaques with art-
ist and sponsor information will 
be included in the $3,500 spon-
sor fee.

Molzer said the goal of the 
project is for the benches to be 
on display throughout the city. 
Businesses could place the bench 
on their own property or bench-
es could be donated back to the 
city and placed at a number of 
designated sites. Molzer said 
the benches will be put in place 
from Easter (April 12) through 
Labor Day (Sept. 7) and will re-
main in place for years to come.

Sponsors have the choice of 
selecting their own artist. All 
models for the benches must 
be approved by the Butterfly
Bench Committee and no spon-
sor logos or advertisements are 
allowed on the benches.

Maps will be available to 
show the locations of all the 
benches.

Anyone wishing to purchase 
a bench can contact the Papillion 
Community Foundation at 402-
331-3917.

Bench project ready to spread wings

Various designs for the Butterfly 
Bench Project are being submitted 
by local artists.
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This bench that sits in front of Sump Memorial Library is a prototype for the Papillion 150 Butterfly Bench Project.
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La Vista Police Chief Bob Lausten has a simple message 
when it comes to fireworks being blown off after the appro-
priate dates.
“The fifth is not July 4,” Lausten said.
It may sound like a simple plea that no fireworks be shot

off after Independence Day, but each year law enforcement 
agencies throughout Sarpy County receive dozens of com-
plaints about people continuing to celebrate with a bang.
Lausten said La Vista received 43 calls for fireworks

complaints in 2018, 21 of which came after July 4.
“With the rain last year on the Fourth, people used that 

as their alibi for shooting them off the next day,” Lausten 
said.

With the days following the Fourth being Friday and 
Saturday this year, local law enforcement is more con-
cerned that illegal discharges are going to run rampant.

So they’re teaming up to do something about it.
Lausten joined fellow Sarpy County police chiefs Mark 

Elbert (Bellevue) and Scott Lyons (Papillion) along with 
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Chief Deputy Greg London in cre-
ating a public service announcement attempting to educate 
residents on being responsible with their fireworks.

They put together a short video explaining the do’s and 
don’ts of fireworks, having a little fun with the process. The
video can be viewed on the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Face-
book page.

“We have a great collaboration with the other agencies 
and it was a good time doing the PSA,” Lausten said. “Ed-
ucation is the most important piece in something like this.”

They also want to get the message across that 911 isn’t 
always the best number to call when it comes to fireworks
complaints. In a non-emergency situation, people are asked 
to call 402-593-4111 in regard to fireworks.

“Last year, 911 got turned upside down with more than 
200 calls in one day,” Lausten said. “Obviously, if there is a 
dangerous situation or an injury, they should call 911. Oth-
erwise, we’re directing people to call the non-emergency 
number.”

Lausten hopes people will be respectful of neighbors 
and pets when it comes to shooting off fireworks.

“When stuff is going off after midnight or the day af-
ter the Fourth, it affects the whole neighborhood,” Lausten 
said. “The big focus is on safety and being respectful. We 
are asking people to please adhere to the rules and be re-
spectful of others.”

If those rules are broken, Lausten said law enforcement 
will do its part to defuse the situation.

“We don’t want to rain on people’s parade, but if you’re 
doing this after hours or after the days allowed, you’re ma-
terial can be confiscated and you could be cited,” he said.

Fireworks fun 
shouldn’t be extended 

past the Fourth
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Eddie Sisson chows down on some watermelon at Thursday’s Dinosaur Egg Hunt at Southwind Park in La Vista. 
To see more highlights from the event, see page 8.

Fruits of their labor


