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After spending a year seeing 
the world as Miss USA, Sarah 
Rose Summers is now settling 
back in to being Sarah Rose 
Summers again.

Her whirlwind tour as Miss 
USA ended earlier this month 
when she crowned Cheslie Kryst 
as the 2019 Miss USA.

It was an experience Sum-
mers, a 2013 Papillion-La Vista 
South graduate, will always car-
ry with her.

“I got to see the world,” Sum-
mers said. 

“When I look back at all the 
things I’ve done, I’m very thank-
ful for smart phones and all the 
photos and videos I was able 
to take because when you’re 
schedule is go-go-go, you don’t 
have time to soak it all in.”

Not only did Summers’ trav-
els take her around the country 
she was representing, but also to 
places where she gained an en-
tirely new perspective on life.

One of those places was a 
hospital in Mexico City where 
they performed surgeries on 
children with cleft lips through 
a charity group, Smile Train.

“I visited a lot of children’s 
hospitals, but going to Mexico 
City was very eye-opening,” 
she said. “There was one family 
with a 3-year-old boy and they 
traveled 16 hours by bus just to 
visit the clinic, then had to make 
two more trips for surgery and 
follow-up. There was anoth-
er woman who got to see her 
daughter smile for the first time.
Smile Train definitely makes a
difference in peoples lives.

“I like visiting children’s hos-

pitals because I want to bring joy 
and awareness into their lives.”

While she may have felt at 
home around children, that 
wasn’t necessarily the case for 
every event she went to.
“One of my first red carpet

events was this fashion show 
in New York City,” she said. 
“They’re asking me what I think 
of all these different designs and 
I tell them I’m from Nebraska, 
so I’m not really sure. But I was 
excited to be there.”

Summers had the opportuni-
ty represent the USA in the Miss 
Universe Pageant in December 
in Thailand, where she finished
in the top 20.

“That was such a unique ex-
perience,” she said. “There is no 
other platform like that where 
you have 95 women from all 
different countries get together 
and share stories and meals and 
laugh together. It was a beauti-
ful experience and I was proud 
to represent both the U.S. and 
Nebraska.”

Now comes a new chapter for 
Summers, who is planning on 
remaining in New York City for 
the next year.

“I’ve got a year lease, and 
we’ll see where it goes from 
there,” she said. “It’s different to 
not having everything planned 
out for me.”

While her schedule has 
opened up, there won’t be many 
idle days for Summers.

Along with continuing work 
with her many projects, she is 
also starting a podcast called 
“More than a Crown” in which 
she will talk about her life be-
yond Miss USA and interview 
several people she met along the 
way.

“I’m so passionate about the 
need to speak your voice,” she 
said. “As Miss USA, I was able 
to have a voice and I want to 
continue using it.”

She’s also got a wedding to 
plan this fall after her longtime 
boyfriend, Connor Combs, pro-
posed to her the same day as the 
Miss Universe Pageant.

While New York City will 
be her home for the immediate 
future, she does plan several re-
turns to her hometown.

“I’m going to be back fre-
quently,” she said. “I’ve got my 
brother’s 30th birthday party in 
July and I always try to make it 
to at least one Nebraska football 
game each year.”

Her reign as Miss USA may 
have only lasted a year, but it 
was years of volunteer work 
and helping others that paved 
the way for Summers to reach 
her dream.

“My advice to any girl who 
wants to be Miss USA would 
be to start volunteering if you 
haven’t already,” she said. “It’s 
about building yourself and vol-
unteering is so crucial. It’s how 
people keep their feet on the 
ground.

“I would also tell them to 
not worry about comparisons to 
others because comparison is the 
thief of joy. If you start compar-
ing yourself, you find out you’re
either superior or inferior, and 
neither of those are good.”
As she reflects back on a year

only a select few have had the 
opportunity to live, she looks 
forward to where her next jour-
ney will take her.

“I grew a lot,” she said. “I’m 
only 24, so I’ve got so much 
more life to live.”

Summers prepares for new chapter
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Cheslie Kryst, left, is crowned Miss USA by Miss USA 2018, Sarah Rose 
Summers, at the conclusion of the Miss USA Pageant on May 2.
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La Vista took the first step in
what will be a process involving 
cities in both Sarpy and Douglas 
counties along Highway 85/84th 
Street.

During its May 7 meeting, the 
La Vista City Council unanimously 
approved a relinquishment agree-
ment between the city and the Ne-
braska Department of Transporta-
tion that will allow La Vista to gain 
full control of Highway 85/84th 
Street.

La Vista had approached the 
NDOT more than a year ago about 
the possibility of having its one-
mile stretch of Highway 85, from 
Harrison Street to Giles Road, re-
linquished to their control. As La 
Vista moves forward with its 84th 
Street redevelopment project, hav-
ing control of their stretch of 84th 
Street allows it freedom to control 
speed limits, traffic lights and land-
scaping.

“It allows us to begin doing 
some utility work,” La Vista Mayor 
Doug Kindig said. “With a devel-
opment there, we’re going to want 
to control the speed and be able to 
slow traffic down. It will also allow
us to do some additional landscap-
ing.”

La Vista recently completed a 
milling and overlay project on the 
two southbound lanes along 84th 
Street. The northbound lanes will 
undergo the same process in July. 
Both projects are a shared cost be-
tween the NDOT and La Vista.

Moving forward, La Vista will 
be responsible to maintain 84th 
Street without any compensation 
from the NDOT. La Vista received 
about $8,400 per year to help with 
maintenance.

The relinquishment to La Vista 
is the first of what will be a series

of dominoes to fall that will affect 
Papillion, Ralston and Omaha.

Tim Weander, District 2 engi-
neer for the NDOT, said the de-
partment will begin the process of 
relinquishing the remaining stretch 
of Highway 85 to those cities. Pa-
pillion has a 2.5-mile stretch from 
Highway 370 to Giles Road. High-
way 85 stretches from Highway 370 
to L Street in Omaha.

“La Vista was the key to every-
thing,” Weander said. “Highway 
85 existed because it was an access 
to get to La Vista. If it’s no longer 
serving La Vista, there’s no reason 
to have it going through the other 
cities. Relinquishing to La Vista 
took a piece out of the puzzle. We 
will now start the process to relin-
quish to those other cities, begin-
ning with Papillion and moving 
north.”

Weander said though there have 
been some preliminary discussions 
with those other cities, no formal 
agreements have been put in place.

“It would be nice if we could get 
something completed by the end of 
the year,” Weander said.

Weander said a key to those ne-
gotiations will be making sure the 
NDOT leaves those stretches of 
84th Street in good standing with 
those cities. Along with the resur-
facing of 84th Street in La Vista, 
the NDOT also helped cover some 
of the cost of the bridge repair in 
Ralston.

“We want to leave them with a 
good asset so they don’t have any 
immediate costs,” Weander said. 
“With La Vista’s new pavement, 
they should be good for about 10 
years.”

Weander said he hopes to begin 
negotiations soon with Papillion.

“We still have a process to go,” 
he said. “We’re trying to treat all 
those involved fairly.”

La Vista assumes 
control of 84th Street
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Platteview High School graduate Ian Baker accepts his diploma from Board of Education 
President Cori Swanson during Sunday’s commencement ceremony at the high school. 
Platteview celebrated 85 graduates during the ceremony. For more highlights from 
commencement, see page 10.
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