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By Rachel George
Editor

A mask designed by Rebecca McCor-
kindale, Gretna Public Library assistant 
director, is raising money for a cause she 
believes in.

She happened upon the project through 
a network of friends in the field, when a li-
brarian friend from Iowa shared a link to 
Iowa-based RAYGUN’s website.

McCorkindale said she fell in love with 
the brand’s Nebraska mask design. The 
mask featured an outline of the shape of 
the state with a heart in it, along with the 
words, “My mask protects my communi-
ty.”

“I thought I would love to do a design 
with the universal public library symbol,” 
she said.

Gaining RAYGUN’s permission, Mc-
Corkindale originally shared the adapted 
image on her blog, Hafuboti, free to use 
for librarians worldwide.

“It got a wonderful response,” she said.
With the image gaining popularity 

online, RAYGUN decided to make some 
masks with her design. The company’s 
staff was able to convert her image to one 
they could use, releasing the masks online 
on July 10.

There was an overwhelming response: 
the masks sold out within a day.

“I was not prepared for a librarian to 
post, a little over an hour after announcing 
it, that they were already sold out,” Mc-
Corkindale said. ”I almost fell out of my 
chair.”

More were printed, selling out again 
July 16.

“It’s exciting,” she said. “I love being 
able to put our little library on the map. 
It’s a real honor. I’m so grateful to be so 
supported by both our Library Director 
Krissy Reed and by the City. To have 
their support is always nice and appreci-
ated.”

Ten percent of each mask sale with 
McCorkindale’s design is being donat-
ed to EveryLibrary, a national political 
action committee for libraries that helps 
them secure funding.

“We have been large supporters of 
libraries for years,” said Mike Draper, 
owner of RAYGUN.

Draper said that more than 300 masks 
displaying McCorkindale’s design have 
been sold at this point. Another 200 were 
expected to be printed this week and to 
remain steadily available online, as well 
as at a new RAYGUN location expected 
to open in downtown Omaha near the 
end of July.

“It’s pretty awesome,” McCorkind-
ale said. “I know that word gets thrown 
around a lot, but it just means a lot. I 
know my response — seeing ‘My mask 
protects my community’ — how it reso-
nated with me. It’s incredibly gratifying 
to know that others felt the same way, 
enough to put it on their face.”

At the end of the day, McCorkind-
ale said that library staff just want to do 
what’s best for the community.
“It’s a really difficult decision on open-

ing up, with what restrictions we need to 
maintain for the safety of both librarians 
and our patrons,” she said. “Watching 
the discussion happen around our coun-

try, I think all public libraries want to be 
a welcoming environment. Having to po-
tentially put up shields between us and 
the patrons we serve is not taken lightly.

“Being able to do art like this — that 

can be really impactful — makes me feel 
like I”m of use, like I can participate in a 
healthy way for me in that national kind 
of dialogue.”

Hundreds of librarian’s mask design sold online
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Gretna Public Library Assistant Director Rebecca McCorkindale models her mask design. The 
design was printed on masks by RAYGUN. A portion of the proceeds benefit the nonprofit 
EveryLibrary.

By Rachel George
Editor

The Gretna Area Chamber 
of Commerce has named Tra-
vis Mayer its 2020 Citizen of the 
Year.

The Chamber presents the 
award annually during Gretna 
Days as recognition of an ded-
icated member of the Gretna 
community.

Mayer moved to Gretna in 
1971 with his wife, Jan, making 
quick work of his effort to get in-
volved in the community.

“Serving the community, 
that’s what it was all about, and 
still is,” Mayer said. “I always 
wanted to give back and be a 
part of it and I’ve been able to do 
that for 48 years.

“That was something I could 
do and I think that’s what makes 
the community what it is. That’s 
the way I wanted my children 
brought up and the environ-
ment was here, and that’s why 
we’re in Gretna.”

Mayer served as a reserve pa-
trolmen in the days when Gret-
na had its own police force. He 
joined the Gretna Volunteer Fire 
Department in 1972.

In his 48 years with the de-
partment, he has served on the 
Board of Directors, as vice presi-
dent, captain, assistant chief and 
spent more than a decade as fire
chief.

“In those years I learned a 
lot from him on how important 
it was to care for your fellow 
neighbor,” said Erica Boker, 
Mayer’s daughter. “I can re-
member playing basketball or 
being in church and hearing the 
pagers going off and watching 

all the volunteers get up at once 
and run out to help whomever 
was in need.

“My dad was and still is so 
devoted to the fire department.
As a matter of fact, when I was 
a kid I thought my dad’s actual 
full-time job was being Gretna’s 
fire chief. It took me some time
to realize he did in fact have a 
‘real’ full-time job on top of that.

“He worked tirelessly serv-
ing his community. When you 
looked up the phone number for 
Gretna Fire in the phone book, 
it was our home phone. Peo-
ple would even show up at our 
front door.

“Phone calls and knocks on 
the door from people needing 
help were not at all uncommon 
at our house. My father has gone 
in to burning buildings, taught 
children about fire safety, deliv-

ered babies, pulled people out 
of cars, accompanied Santa to 
nursing homes and hospitals, 
hugged grieving families and 
seen more than any of us can 
even imagine.”

A role model for his own 
children, Mayer also serves as a 
supporter and advocate for the 
children of this community.

He has served on the safe-
ty committee for Gretna Public 
Schools and spent more than 
30 years as an instructor for the 
State Fire Marshal’s Office. In
2010, he was awarded Instructor 
of the Year by the Nebraska So-
ciety of Fire Service Instructors.

David Spurgeon, who spent 
his youth living in Mayer’s 
neighborhood, said he looked 
up to Mayer before joining the 
department as a young adult 
and working side by side with 
Mayer as a volunteer firefighter
himself.
“I was privileged to see first-

hand the impact Travis’ heart, 
character, and representation of 
our City as being a respected fire
officer and member of the Ne-
braska State Fire Marshall Train-
ing Division,” Spurgeon said. 
“Whatever it be, Travis is there 
for his community, neighbors, 
friends and strangers.”

Spurgeon is not the only 
youth impacted by Mayer’s 
mentoring. Rusty Wortman, a 
high school student who grew 
up in Mayer’s neighborhood, 
wrote a school paper about 
Mayer titled “The Wisest Man I 
Know.”

Accepting the Citizen of the 
Year nomination, Mayer said he 
was surprised.

“It brought tears to my eyes,” 

he said. “I certainly appreciate 
it. It’s an honor, and that honor 
comes to me, but also to the fire
department as a whole. I look at 
it as being a part of and my big-
gest part has been with the fire
department, a group that stands 

out and gives quite a bit back to 
the community.

“Picking one person is an 
honor, but there are a lot of oth-
er people in the fire department
and I think they’re all Citizens of 
the Year.”

Mayer named 2020 Citizen of the Year
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Travis Mayer flips pancakes during a 2015 breakfast fundraiser and 
community health fair at the Gretna Volunteer Fire Department’s main 
station.
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Travis Mayer was recognized for 
serving for 40 years on the Gretna 
Volunteer Fire Department in 2012.
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