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Virus drug
first tested
here shown to
aid recovery

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The leader of the Omaha-based
arm of a clinical trial of the first
drug to prove effective against the
novel coronavirus said Wednesday
that the results are something to
get excited about.

In a major international study
that enrolled its first patient at
the Nebraska Medical Center, the
experimental drug, called remde-
sivir, shortened the time it takes
for patients to recover by four
days on average, U.S. government
and company officials announced
Wednesday.

Gilead Sciences’ drug is the first
treatment to pass such a stringent
test against the virus, which has
killed more than 218,000 people
since it emerged late last year in
China.

The drug also showed a trend
toward fewer deaths in patients
who were ill enough to have lung
involvement.

“When I find a positive result

Med center plays big role
in study of what is the first
treatment to prove effective

Groups call for meatpacker safeguards

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Meatpacking workers increas-
ingly falling ill with the corona-
virus shouldn’t be asked to risk
their health without stronger
safety measures in place, Nebras-
ka advocacy groups said Wednes-
day.

They called on Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts and food giants like
Tyson and Smithfield to work with
them to institute more aggres-

sive measures to stop the spread
of COVID-19, which has infil-
trated meat and food production
plants across the country and in
Nebraska, sending coronavirus
rates soaring in communities like
Grand Island, Lexington, Madison
and Crete, and in Dakota County.

Ten new deaths were reported
in the Grand Island area Wednes-
day, bringing the total number
who have died from the corona-
virus there to 35. And Wednes-
day night, Tyson Fresh Meats an-

nounced that it would temporarily
close its Dakota City beef plant
over the weekend to sanitize and
deep clean, making it the first ma-
jor meat producer to idle a facili-
ty in Nebraska.

“The spread of COVID-19 in
meatpacking communities is hap-
pening because meat and poultry
plants have responded insuffi-
ciently to this public health cri-
sis,” said Becky Gould, executive
director of Nebraska Appleseed,
which organized a conference call
with journalists. “We do not have
to choose between food produc-
tion and workers’ safety.”

The actions requested by rep-

resentatives from groups like
Nebraska Appleseed, Heartland
Workers Center and the Center
for Rural Affairs include spacing
out workers on the production
line, even if it slows productivity;
providing more masks, gloves and
other protective equipment; insti-

Nebraska Appleseed and others fault food giants and
ask them and Ricketts to do more to protect workers

GRAND ISLAND’S SMALL TRACK IS
AT CENTER OF RACING UNIVERSE

By Mike PAtterson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Remember the fairy tale about The
Little Engine That Could?

Fonner Park is proving to be the lit-
tle racetrack that could.

The Grand Island facility has con-
tinued horse racing despite an empty
grandstand when many other larg-
er tracks have been forced to shut
down because of coronavirus con-
cerns. Management has had to think
outside the box to generate revenue,

including sending its simulcast signal
as far away as Australia. With only
six tracks in America still racing, the
spotlight on Fonner has gotten signifi-
cantly brighter as fans from around
the world watch and wager on races
at a place they probably know little
about.

“We figured we’d get more atten-
tion, but I’m not sure anyone thought
it was going to be like this,” Fonner
CEO Chris Kotulak said. “We’re doing
everything we can to keep racing and
raise purse money for our horsemen.”

Fonner’s 67th season has certain-
ly proved to be the most unusual.
COVID-19 has changed everything for
Kotulak, an Omaha native who took
over as the track’s CEO last July.

The meet started normally enough
on Feb. 21, but big changes were
ahead. By March 16, the facility had
been shut down because of the coro-
navirus.

Kotulak met with Grand Island
Mayor Roger Steele and discussed
the possibility of continuing racing

As one of six tracks in U.S. where horses are still running, Fonner Park
takes more bets than ever before and gains exposure around the world
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Only remaining child care center at
Offutt is shut down after a staffer

tests positive for COVid-19.

PAGE 2A

Columnist Erin Grace gets to the
root of the matter after hair-raising

claims about Mayor Stothert.

PAGE 4A

you might be required to wear
a mask when you buy groceries,
depending on where you shop.

PAGE 10A

The Shrine Bowl game is
rescheduled for July, but other all-

star games are off.

SPORTS, PAGE 2B

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 3,784 68
Iowa 6,843 148
U.S. 1.06 million 61,472

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

See Treatment: Page 2

See Meatpacking: Page 2

K E N N E T H F E R R i E R A / T H E W O R l d - H E R A l d

“We’re all extremely happy that we’ve been able to keep racing,” jockey Jake Olesiak said. “We feel like we’re lucky to keep our livelihoods.”

See Fonner Park: Page 4

DISTANCE LEARNING
Ralston High School students will
get laptops in the fall. Page 4A

logan: OPS will
buy connected
devices for all
54,000 students

By eMily nitcher

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Public Schools Super-
intendent Cheryl Logan says the
district will buy laptops or iPads
that have Internet connectivity
built into them for all 54,000 OPS
students.

The multimillion-dollar pur-
chase, which would have to be ap-
proved by the school board, would
make OPS a one-to-one device dis-
trict. In doing so, OPS would join
other metro area school districts
such as the Millard Public Schools
and Westside Community Schools.

One-to-one means putting a sin-
gle, district-owned computer or
iPad in the hands of each student
rather than having students share
classroom computers or visit com-
puter labs.

Logan made the announcement
during a Nebraska Department
of Education video call last week.
Superintendents from all across
the state have been holding the
calls regularly while all schools in
the state are closed because of the
coronavirus outbreak.

Jeremy Maskel, an OPS spokes-
man, said the district still is in the

See OPS: Page 4

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell might be open to aid for
states in next relief bill. Page 11A
U.S. economy shrank 4.8% last
quarter, and this quarter’s results
will be grimmer. Page 12A
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