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TOBACCO BUYING AGE

Congress set
to bar sales
to anyone
under 21

The WashingTon PosT

Sales of tobacco products to
anyone under 21 would be banned
under a year-end congressional
spending bill likely to pass this
week, congressional staffers said
Monday.

The measure, which would in-
clude cigarettes and e-cigarettes,
has bipartisan support and was in-
troduced in May by Senate Majori-
ty Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
and Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va. In No-
vember, President Donald Trump
said he supported raising the age
to 21 from the current 18.

Public health advocates praised
the move, saying it would help re-
duce kids’ access to vaping prod-
ucts.

But they stressed that much
more action is needed to reverse
the youth vaping surge.

Several public health advocates
expressed concern that the White
House will support the “Tobacco
21” measure, as it is called, but not
impose a flavored e-cigarette ban
as they want.

Trump announced support for
the ban in September but later
backed away from it.

Bipartisan measure meant
to combat youth vaping;
public health advocates say
it can’t be only step taken

UNL plans to start new budgeting strategy next year

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln plans to start bud-
geting with a more businesslike
approach next year, measuring
academic programs’ revenues
and expenses.

University administrators here
and elsewhere say they must
be more financially aware and
“transparent,” to use the popu-
lar word, in this era of flat state
funding, worries over enrollment
trends and questions about how
well higher education prepares
students for careers and serves

the workforce.
Leaders of the UNL initiative

say the change doesn’t mean that
programs will be slashed or that
the institution will become a trade
school. But the new budget strate-
gy, called an incentive-based bud-
get, gives college deans at UNL
more authority over their own
revenue and costs. And it calls on
professors to be more innovative
to bolster enrollment.

For the most part, faculty mem-

bers say they trust the process
and the administration.

“I think this will be a positive
for the university,” UNL Faculty
Senate President Kevin Hanrahan
said. “We’re in agreement that we
have to do something.”

At the same time, faculty
members are apprehensive “be-
cause this is going to bring about
change, no doubt,” Hanrahan said.
“We also don’t want to go too far.”

System will measure revenue, costs of each program;
one prof fears turning university ‘into a corporation’

With $17 million grant, city to push
rebuilding of 120th Street into gear

By JeffRey RoBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It’s a familiar scene outside
Mulhall’s Nursery in northwest
Omaha.

As traffic backs up on 120th
Street, a customer heading south
toward Mulhall’s will need to turn
left across traffic.

So a driver stuck going the other
way on 120th Street will wave the
other person across.

But then someone else in the
next lane over doesn’t see this
courtesy wave and the crossing
car.

Work will start next year
on stretch where crashes
and traffic have piled up
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U.S. ECONOMY

Fears of a
recession dim
as outlook for
2020 brightens

The WashingTon PosT

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
economy is heading into 2020 at a
pace of steady, sustained growth
after a series of interest rate cuts
and the apparent resolution of two
trade-related threats mostly elimi-
nated the risk of a recession.

This marks a dramatic turn-
around in momentum since Au-
gust, when some forecasters pre-
dicted a 50% chance of a downturn
starting by the end of next year.

Many economists credit the
Federal Reserve’s recent interest
rate reductions and the slightly
improved trade picture for pro-
pelling the stock market to fresh
record highs and causing forecast-
ers to bump up their predictions
for how long the economy can

See UNL: Page 2

Deadly I-80 crash
Authorities identify three
killed on snow-covered
Interstate. Midlands

See Economy: Page 3

B r e N d A N S U L L I VA N / W O r L d - H e r A L d

Traffic on 120th Street at West Maple Road, top. Work to rebuild more than a
mile of 120th north and south of West Maple will make the stretch a consistent
four-lane street with turn lanes and medians to block dangerous turning points. See 120th Street: Page 2

See Smoking: Page 2

0000099226-03

00
00

10
06

79
-0

3

One of the

BEST
DEALS

of 2019!

VIEWDEALS AT

Between now and the end of the year, we’re
offering the BEST Score Your Deals of 2019!

.com

B
o


