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55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. 
— When the family of a man who 
lived to see 101 and served his 
country for 30 years in the Army, 
Army Air Corps and Air Force 
through World War II, asks to 
donate something, the answer is 
easy.

Col. John Watters Sr., from 
Selma, Alabama, graduated from 
Auburn University in 1940 and 
immediately commissioned into 
the Army horse-drawn artillery. A 
few years later, he found him-
self in the Army Air Corps as a 
B-17 bombardier and navigator, 
completing more than 25 combat 
bombing missions when life ex-
pectancy was ten missions.

During WWII in England, he 
met his wife, Jean, who served in 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service 
with the ENIGMA code-breaking 
program. Some estimates say 
the ENIGMA program shortened 
WWII by several years. Because 
the program was classified, Wat-
ters had no idea she was involved 
in the program until it was declas-

sified 30 years later.
It wasn’t long until the Air 

Force was established and he 
made another switch. His final 

assignment was as Gen. Curtis 
LeMay’s, commander of Strategic 
Air Command, lead operational 
bombing planner.

He commanded many units and 
during his career was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Bronze Star, and Purple Heart. 
Watters retired in 1970 and re-
mained in Bellevue. Last year he 
passed away leaving his wife of 72 
years, six children, eight grand-
children and seven great-grand-
children.

Throughout his life journeys, 
one of his past times was collect-
ing military literature.

It was his family, specifically 
his son, Retired U.S. Navy Rear 
Admiral Robin Watters, who 
suggested leaving the extensive 
collection of military books to 
Offutt Air Force Base. 

Robin spoke with Retired 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Regis 
Urshler, former 55th Wing Com-
mander, 55th Wing Association’s 
president, Retired Air Force Col. 
Joe Spivey and the 55th WG Histo-
rian, John McQueney.

As soon as the connections were 
made, the ball started rolling. Mc-
Queney and Robin met at Robin’s 
parent’s house. They spent a few 
hours going through the books 
before McQueney took possession 

of them and brought them to base.
With approximately a hundred 

U.S. and Air Force history books 
from the Watters’ collection in 
tow, the next step was to find a 
way to not let the donation go to 
waste. McQueney decided to open 
a professional development read-
ing library in his office.

“I think it is something nice to 
offer young Airmen and a good 
tribute to Col. Watters.” Mc-
Queney said.

The books can be checked out 
by anyone on the base interested 
in learning about history.

“After decades of affiliation to 
the Fightin’ Fifty-fifth mission, I 
know the Watters’ family library 
collection will be a significant 
resource for the 55th Wing,” said 
Spivey.

“It was an honor to facilitate 
the donation on behalf of all 55th 
Wing alums—past, present and 
future. 

“Through the Wing Historian’s 
office, each volume serves as a 
reminder of the Watters estate, 
their family’s generosity and an 
enduring treasure from the great-
est generation.”

Gen. LeMay’s lead operational bombing 
planner’s family makes unique donation

From left to right, Retired U.S. Air 
Force Col. Mohan Krishna, Retired 
U.S. Air Force Col. Joe Spivey, John 
McQueney, 55th Wing Historian, 
and Retired Maj. William Sargent, 
55th WG Instructor Navigator, affix 
donation labels to books contributed 
by the family of Retired U.S. Air Force 
Col. John Furniss Watters Sr. Jan. 9 in 
the 55th Wing Headquarters, Offutt 
Air Force Base. Watters passed away 
last year and the books are part of a 
collection of more than 100 historical 
books the family had at their home in 
Bellevue.
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Retired Air Force Col. John Watters and his wife, Jean, pose for a wedding 
photo after World War II. Watters passed away in 2018 and his family donated 
his military literature collection to Offutt Air Force Base.
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. 
— Through the collective efforts 
of its group and squadrons’ lead-
ership, the 55th Communications 
Group stood-up a new Develop-
ment Program in order to ease the 
career-field’s pivot from tradi-
tional information technology to 
cyber defense operations.

With the mindset of bringing 
the future faster, the group’s first 
move was to build partnerships 
with outside entities to advance 
their goals.

“We must find new and re-
sourceful ways to secure, defend, 
and protect our mission, and to 
ensure success we must partner 
with academia and industry, in 
turn, providing our Airmen the 
requisite skillsets to be successful 
cyberspace defenders,” said U.S. 
Air Force Lt. Col. Scott Papineau, 
55th CG deputy commander.

Papineau previously hosted vid-
eo based training sessions, teach-
ing basic Python programming 
language to Airmen of the group. 
However, he knew there were 
more resources they could tap 
into with the goal was of provid-
ing Airman with the tools, training 
and opportunities required to stay 
relevant.

It didn’t take long to find an 
opportunity. Thirty-six seats were 
reserved for Airmen attended two 
one-day workshops called Take 

Back Work recently held by Metro 
Community College at the Fort 
Omaha Campus.

The first day focused on three 
topics: motivation by self-direc-
tion, a sense of purpose and being 
contributing to something greater, 
and getting better at something 
that matters.

The second day taught Airmen 
problem solving techniques, 
demonstrated how to develop 
strategies, gain new vocabulary, 
practice better brainstorming 

sessions and seeing things in a 
new perspective.

“It felt good to be a part of this 
training, learning a way to take 
back our work, to find a purpose 
in what we do” said U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Wendy Dupre, 55th CG 
executive assistant.

“As we move away from our 
career field, we can see what mis-
sion set we have to the 55th Wing 
to protect programs, people and 
mission.”

Meanwhile back at base, the 

unit also stood up a new area 
called the Warhawk Thinking Fa-
cility. The facility, open to anyone 
on base looking to bring ideas to 
life, will also be used to host more 
training sessions with academic 
and industry partners.

There is currently a proposal in 
development for some additional 
workshops through various col-
leges and universities, to include 
Bellevue University, Stanford 
University and University of 
Omaha.

The 55th CG are also looking 
into pairing up with outside com-
panies to learn about their best 
practices.

The unit hopes their efforts im-
pact the overall 55th CG mission 
by providing challenging training 
opportunities and the freedom to 
innovate, reinforcing retention 
efforts and further strengthening 
the cyberspace force.

“This is a big culture and skills 
shift for our Airmen,” Paineau 
said.

Embracing change: 55th CG builds Developmental 
Program, Warhawk Thinking Facility
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A 55th Communication Group member writes binary Oct. 22 in the Warkhawk Thinking Facility at Offutt Air Force Base. The WTF is an area used by Team Offutt 
to bring ideas to life.


