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By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Gerald McNerney lives a 
green life.

His La Vista home has 50 so-
lar panels that in the summer 
produce so much power that 
Omaha Public Power District 
pays him. The house runs ex-
clusively on electricity and can 
draw energy from batteries that 
could power the house for two 
weeks without connecting to the 
grid. His family drives electric 
cars, his power tools are electric 
and the family composts.

And he is planning to con-
struct a new building for his 
HVAC contracting business, 
Sustainable Mechanical, near 
Costco and use solar panels to 
power it and make its energy 
consumption net zero, but he 
needs La Vista to change its zon-
ing laws in order to do so.

“We want to mimic (sustain-
ability) through our business in 
that we try to suggest sustain-
able solutions,” he said.

La Vista’s Planning Com-
mission unanimously approved 
Thursday a recommendation to 
the City Council to update the 
city’s zoning ordinances. 

The city’s ordinances regulat-
ing solar panels have not been 
updated since 2001 and only al-
low for solar systems in residen-
tial districts, but the technology 
and aesthetics of the panels has 
advanced a lot since then and 
the new rules would allow for 

solar systems in all zoning dis-
tricts, with some restrictions and 
guidelines.

The city’s comprehensive 
plan includes a goal to promote 
environmental sustainability, 
and the City Council will hold 
a first reading on the changes
during its Feb. 4 meeting.

The process started about a 
year ago when McNerney went 
to the city for a permit to install 
ground-mounted solar panels, 
a meter and transformer as the 

first phase of the business’ new
location. He was denied because 
of the current regulations.

He worked with the city and 
went to a Planning Commission 
meeting this fall to ask city lead-
ers to amend the zoning laws to 
eliminate hurdles for residents 
and business owners.

McNerney’s desire to live a 
sustainable life is based on a de-
sire to provide a better future for 
his three children, pointing to 
grim reports about what climate 

change and pollution mean for 
the future.

“If that’s what we’re saying 
that’s not a future that I’m will-
ing to accept,” he said. “So what 
can I do in my personal life?”

McNerney said he views so-
lar panels as an investment in 
the value in his home and a way 
to mitigate the rising cost of elec-
tricity.

Solar panels are expensive to 
install, but there is a federal tax 
credit on installation costs and 

McNerney said economies of 
scale and research will improve 
the efficiency and cost effective-
ness of solar energy systems.

“It’s kind of a dead spot here 
in the Midwest,” he said. “As 
it becomes more popular and 
more cost effective and there’s 
more people that install it, it will 
be more competitive.”

Papillion allows for use in 
agriculture, rural residential 
and industrial properties and 
requires permits for residential 
and commercial but does not 
allow for solar panels in office
buildings or the city’s down-
town. 

(Papillion’s City Council had 
a resolution scheduled for Tues-
day’s meeting to place a morato-
rium on solar permits to allow 
for the city’s code to be updat-
ed.)

Bellevue allows solar in all 
zoning districts with a permit 
and Gretna only allows solar in 
residential areas with a permit 
and along its Interstate 80 zon-
ing jurisdiction.

McNerney has met other 
homeowners in the area who 
have installed solar energy sys-
tems and said those homeown-
ers are a great resource, along 
with online research, for anyone 
considering to do the same.

“The best resource is people 
that have done it,” he said. “Net-
work with homeowners that 
have done it because a lot of the 
lessons learned can be put out 
there.”

La Vista resident spurs city to update solar panel regulations
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Gerald McNerney outside his home in La Vista, which runs on dozens of solar panels. McNerney said during 
peak summer months the panels produce enough energy for him to be paid for putting energy back on the grid.

By Hailey Stolze
Staff Writer

In celebration of Papillion’s 
150th anniversary, the story 
of its history will be shared 
through music and narration at 
this year’s Papillion Area Con-
cert Band performances.
The first, on Jan. 26, will ex-

plore the city’s earliest 50 years, 
1870–1920. The free event will 
take place from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Papillion-La Vista High School, 
following the Papillion Area 
Lion’s Club’s annual spaghetti 
dinner.

Each song the band will play 
was popular during this time 
period. Between each number, 
a narrator will share a piece of 
Papillion’s history.

PAC Band Director Ken Mol-
zer wrote the script. He talked to 
those with deep city roots and 
spent hours researching news 
recorded in books and newspa-
pers.

“Thank goodness there are 
people that write things down,” 
Molzer said.

As his family moved to the 
city 50 years ago, Molzer has 
also witnessed a great deal of 
Papillion’s history.

While the researching pro-
cess was tedious and time con-
suming, Molzer said he was pas-
sionate about the project.

“Everything I do is a labor of 
love,” Molzer said. “I’ve spent a 
lot of late nights going over this 
stuff and trying to get it togeth-
er.”

The PAC Band consists of mu-
sicians of all ages, Molzer said, 

and no auditions are required 
to join. Some members are fresh 
out of high school, while others 
are age 80. More than 500 people 
have played in the band since 
Molzer started it in 1986.

Four rehearsals are held prior 
to each of its three annual con-
certs.

After this upcoming show, 

the PAC Band’s next perfor-
mance will share the following 
50 years of the city’s history 
during the finale of Papillion
Days. The last concert, looking 
at the city’s most recent 50 years, 
will be held in August.

For more of Papillion’s ses-
quicentennial events, visit papil-
lion150.com.

PAC Band concert to tell city’s history
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Ken Molzer, Papillion Area Concert Band director, conducts the band in 
rehearsing “Tin Pan Alley!” Thursday at Papillion Middle School. The PAC 
Band was practicing for its upcoming concert Jan. 26, where it will tell the 
history of Papillion’s first 50 years through songs and narration.
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Cohen Steadman, 8, sleds Friday. Steadman, a third grader at 
Carriage Hill Elementary, during his day off from school. See more 
submitted snow day photos on our website, papilliontimes.com

Snow Day Adventures
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Harrison Ream, G. Stanley Hall Elementary School first grader, 
celebrates his 7th birthday Friday during a snow day by eating a 
donut. Ream wanted a snow day, so he put his PJ’s on backward 
and inside out, placed white crayons in the freezer and flushed ice 
down the toilet, as legend has it those actions means there will be a 
snow day. After opening his presents, he played with Legos.
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