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SESSION TO RESUME JULY 20

Ricketts says
lawmakers
need to ‘adjust
expectations’

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
warned Monday that when the
Nebraska Legislature resumes its
session in July, lawmakers might
need to adjust their expectations
because of the economic hit deliv-
ered by the coronavirus.

That goes for two of the top is-
sues being debated before law-
makers suspended their work in
March — property tax relief, and
replacing the state’s main business
incentive program.

“We’re going to have to ad-
just expectations,” Ricketts said.
“There’s not going to be as much
money in the near term to be able
to do the things we thought we
would be able to do.”

Earlier Monday, State Sen. Jim
Scheer of Norfolk, the speaker of
the Legislature, announced that
state lawmakers will be called
back to work on July 20 to resume
the 2020 session, which was sus-
pended on March 17 because of
COVID-19 concerns.

Scheer said he picked July 20 be-
cause of the “current belief” that
the state would be past its peak of
COVID-19 cases by then. But the
speaker said he would amend the
schedule if there is a resurgence
of the virus in midsummer once
restrictions have been loosened.

Before the session was abruptly
halted, senators were moving to-
ward a high-stakes showdown over
the perennial issue of high proper-
ty taxes — a key priority of farm
groups. That issue had been linked
with a bill that would replace the
state’s business incentive pro-
gram, the Advantage Act, which

He warns of financial
constraints when senators
return to fights on property
taxes, business incentives

Our story goes on, but some chapters end
The words high

up in the email
pitch were grip-
ping: “My story is
a wild one.”

Was I interest-
ed?

Boy do I love a
good story. And
this one sounded
so promising: A

dramatic beginning, a redemp-
tive, hopeful end. The latter is es-
pecially important. We know bad
things happen, but triumphing in

spite of them is such a vital thing
to remember. People survive and
can even thrive. The human spirit
is strong.

This type of story has touched
me over almost 22 years at The
World-Herald: Finding the good
through the bad and ugly. Find-
ing the human in the interesting.
Finding myself, somehow, while
lost in the varied experiences of
others.

Telling stories became part of
my own personal story. Telling
stories was a way to answer a nag-

ging call to seize the day, see the
world and rack up life experience.
This chapter comes to an end to-
day, my last at The World-Herald.
I will be writing a new story for
myself next week, when I start a
job at the University of Nebraska
at Omaha.

You don’t have to be a news-
paper columnist to appreciate
the importance of stories. We all
crave a good yarn. We all peer
into the window. We all wonder
what it would be like, if ... . And
we all are able to step into some-

one else’s shoes, walk around for
a while and be changed because
of that.

The role that stories play in our
lives is as old as time. From when
the first human began to draw a
story on the wall of a cave, hu-
manity’s answer to the dangers,
complexities and joys of the mo-
ment has been to say them out
loud. This happened! I was here!
See?

Together these stories become
our history and our mirror. The

Dwindling chain holds fond
memories and ‘feels very Nebraska’

By Betsie Freeman

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When Brad Kirshenbaum
was a kid, he loved to eat at Vil-
lage Inn.

Brad, his dad, Bill, and sister,
Anna, frequently had breakfast
for lunch or dinner at the ubiq-
uitous Omaha restaurant, once
known as the city’s premier
pancake house.

“Mom was a flight attendant,
and Dad wasn’t exactly a gour-
met cook,” Kirshenbaum said.
“It was an easy thing because
my sister and I could get what
we wanted.”

He’s more than a little nostal-
gic about the restaurants with
the large and garish orange
signs.

“The food was good, the but-
ter was good — everything
about it felt homemade,” he
said.

The atmosphere was also
comforting to Kirshenbaum,
who now lives in Chicago. He
visits the orange palace when
he returns to see family.

“It had our own little homey
feel,” he said. “It feels very Ne-
braska. I mean that in the best

possible way. It feels like it be-
longs to you and your commu-
nity.”

You might think this was a
rare reaction to a middle-of-the
road restaurant, but it wasn’t.
When news broke last week
that another three Village Inns
had closed in Omaha, it caused
a buzz on social media and lured
tens of thousands of readers to
Omaha.com.

That’s almost as popular as
the Huskers. What’s up with
that?

Is it the pie (free on Wednes-
days and found on many holi-
day tables)?

Memories of late-night food
comas after binges of a differ-
ent sort?

Family nostalgia like Kir-
shenbaum’s?

Yes, yes and yes. And more.
Somehow, with its fluffy pan-

cakes, crispy bacon, yellow-
and-green décor to complement
all that orange, and yes, that
pie, Village Inn has become a
significant crease in the fabric
of our lives.

It appears there are several

The strong reaction to the closing of three local Village Inn locations
shows why Omahans love the restaurant – and it’s not just the pie

Iowa officials
closed inquiry
as outbreak at
pork plant grew

IOWA CITY (AP) — Safety reg-
ulators declined to inspect an Iowa
pork plant after receiving a com-
plaint alleging that workers were
exposed to the coronavirus in
crowded conditions — a decision
that critics said allowed a burgeon-
ing outbreak to grow unabated.

An April 11 complaint to the
Iowa Occupational Safety and
Health Administration alleged that
employees at the Tyson Foods pro-
cessing plant in Perry, Iowa, were
spreading the virus as they worked
“elbow to elbow.” The complaint
asserted that social distancing
wasn’t taking place in any of the
production areas or the cafeteria.

Workers and regulators had
reason to be alarmed. The Tyson
plant in Columbus Junction had
been idled days earlier because
of a coronavirus outbreak that in-
fected hundreds of workers and
was rerouting some of its hogs to
Perry for slaughter. Other meat
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Nebraska records two more COVID-19 deaths and 277 new cases. Page 2A

Medical workers look to the sky for air Guard salute. Midlands, Page 3A

Ricketts may relax rules further in June; hospital capacity will be guide. Page 5A

annual concert and fireworks show at Memorial Park is canceled. Page 6A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 10,625 125
Iowa 15,082 364
U.S. 1,480,349 89,407

*As of 8 p.m. Monday

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

See Grace: Page 2

See Tyson: Page 2

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
A vaccine shows promise in a very
early test. Page 7A

Bustle returns to auto plants,
providing a ray of hope. Page 8A
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A handful of Village Inns in the Omaha area have
closed since the restaurant’s parent company filed
for bankruptcy in January. See Village Inn: Page 4

See Legislature: Page 2


