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BIG DROP IN OVERCROWDING
NEVER MATERIALIZED

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Five years ago, state
lawmakers passed a series of sen-
tencing reforms designed to reduce
Nebraska’s chronic prison overcrowd-
ing.

The reforms, signed into law by
Gov. Pete Ricketts, were hailed as a
way to reduce overcrowding and avoid
spending $300 million on new prisons,
by directing low-level offenders into
lower-cost probation programs rather

than expensive prison cells.
But instead of inmate numbers go-

ing down by about 1,000, they’ve gone
up, reaching new record levels. That
increase has forced a renewed call
to either build new prisons or adopt
more reforms to keep offenders from
going to prison, or do both.

“I wouldn’t call LB 605 a failure —
things would be an awful lot worse at
the Department of Corrections if it
hadn’t passed — but we need to take
other steps if we’re going to reduce
overcrowding,” said State Sen. Steve

Lathrop of Omaha, a leading senator
on prison issues.

Taylor Gage, a spokesman for
Ricketts, agreed, but said adopting
sentencing reforms, like eliminating
mandatory minimum sentences, is not
the answer.

“The governor is focused on ex-
panding prison capacity to protect
public safety,” Gage said.

He did not specify whether that
translates into new proposals for pris-

Large increase in felonies may be reason nebraska prisons remain overcapacity
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NATIONAL GUARD

Money for
training site
plenty to get
the job started

By Steve liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Thanks to a hefty Christmas gift
from Washington, the Nebraska
National Guard soon will be able to
start rebuilding its flood-ravaged
training site, Camp Ashland.

The Defense Department appro-
priations bill passed last month by
Congress included $48.4 million
for major reconstruction at the
site. That’s enough to replace most
of the flood damaged buildings
and fortify the levee that protects
the camp from the adjacent Platte
River.

Although the amount is $14 mil-
lion short of what Guard officials
say is needed, they say it’s plenty
to get the job started.

“I am very thrilled about this
appropriation,” said Col. Shane
Martin, the Guard’s construction
and facilities management officer.
“I’m going to build (the buildings)

M
A

T
T

H
A

n
E

y
/T

H
E

W
O

r
L

D
-H

E
r

A
L

D

See Prison: Page 2

See Ashland: Page 4

Proposals
take aim at
educator
misconduct

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When a Nebraska teacher or
coach sexually molests a high
school student, the perpetrator
doesn’t always get jail time.

If the student is 16, the age of
consent, prosecutors have few op-
tions.

An Omaha state senator wants
to change that.

Sen. Brett Lindstrom of Omaha
introduced Legislative Bill 766 last
week that would prohibit sexual
assault of a minor by an authority
figure, regardless of whether the
student consented.

The law would apply to people
in a position of trust and authority
over a victim. Under the bill, that
would include teachers, coaches,
principals, counselors, guardians
or foster parents, temporary care-
takers and health care providers.

An authority figure who subject-
ed a student younger than 19 to
sexual penetration could then be
charged with first-degree sexual
assault.

If convicted, the authority fig-
ure could be imprisoned for one to
50 years.

When teachers molest,
student’s age can keep
perpetrators out of prison;
lawmakers want change

See Consent: Page 4
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CHI Health Clinic primary care providers are experienced in Medicare wellness visits. Let us help you stay ahead of health
concerns and enjoy your best years. Visit CHIhealth.com/Medicare to find a provider and schedule.

Years sneak up on you? Health concerns shouldn’t.
Don’t miss your *FREE “Welcome to Medicare”Preventive Visit

*FREE within 12months of enrolling inMedicare Part B.
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