
Finally, NU may be tough enough to win the West, writes Sam McKewon. Sports

Douglas County Jail asks for help after hitting record-high population

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The overcrowded, understaffed
Douglas County Jail hit a re-
cord-high number of inmates in
late July, prompting the correc-
tions director to send other crimi-
nal justice agencies a letter asking

for help in reducing the number of
inmates.

The jail population reached
1,390 in July, Douglas County Cor-
rections Director Michael Myers
told the County Board last week.
The jail has an official maximum
capacity of 1,452. But its actual
capacity is closer to 1,300, he said,

because of ongoing jail renova-
tions and the need to house some
dangerous people by themselves.

By last week, it was slightly bet-
ter. There were 1,327 people in the
jail on Friday, but still 55 inmates
were sleeping on plastic bunks on
the floor of a jail gym, with access
to one bathroom.

Meanwhile, understaffing prob-
lems that led to corrections of-
ficers packing a County Board
meeting 1½ years ago have only

gotten worse, despite a pay in-
crease and other steps to increase
hiring and improve retention. At
the beginning of August, the jail
was 55 officers short of its autho-
rized strength of 396.

That has led to massive amounts
of overtime; much of it mandato-
ry in order to ensure minimum
staffing levels. Combined, officers
logged more than 7,000 hours of
overtime in July.

“So we’re going backwards a

little bit?” County Board member
Jim Cavanaugh asked Myers last
week during a board meeting.

“As frustrating as that is, yes,”
Myers replied.

It has become a common story
in jails and prisons in Nebraska
and in many places around the na-
tion. The Nebraska Legislature’s
inspector general for corrections
recently called conditions at the

Corrections director admits that overcrowded facility
has gone backward despite steps to address staffing woes

OMAHA WILL PUT
‘COMPLETE STREETS’
POLICY TO THE TEST

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When the City of Omaha fixes
the broken-down Crown Point
Avenue, it will try a different ap-
proach.

Next year, the city will repave
the northwest Omaha street, but
also eliminate two through lanes of
traffic on what’s currently a four-
lane street.

Instead of reinstalling traffic
signals, it will build four round-
abouts in the stretch from 72nd
Street to Blair High Road.

Beyond simply fixing sidewalks,
the city will build a 10-foot-wide,
multi-use trail on one side of the
street.

It’s part of an effort to imple-
ment a policy called “Complete
Streets” — a trend in street design
spreading across the nation and
now finding a place in Omaha. The
idea is that streets are built not
only for cars, but also pedestrians,
bicyclists and transit riders.

And it’s more than a passing fad.
In 2015, the Omaha City Council
made it the city’s official policy

First up: Crown Point Avenue, which will be repaved
next year with four roundabouts and two fewer lanes
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generic drug industry is accused
in ‘damaging’ price-fixing scheme

BloomBerg News

Her patient’s voice was pan-
ic-stricken, Emily Deans says, and
her story was baffling.

“She said, ‘I can’t fill my pre-
scription, it’s too expensive,’ ’’
said Deans, a psychiatrist near
Boston, recalling a conversation
from about five years ago. A pa-
tient who suffered from severe
obsessive-compulsive disorder
called, upset that she could no lon-
ger afford her medication, a drug
called clomipramine. The price

of a month’s supply had suddenly
jumped from $16 to $348.

The increase appeared to defy
logic. “This is crazy for a generic
drug that’s been around for de-
cades,” Deans said. Clomipramine
was discovered 55 years ago; it
was approved to treat OCD in 1989
and became available in cheap,
generic form in 1996. Why the sud-
den price hike? A possible answer
finally came this year.

In May, attorneys general in

Omaha’s 2020 budget
Council will vote Tuesday on

mayor’s plan, amendments to
add funds for trees, a housing
inspector and more. Midlands

Weather
High: 77

A shower, t-storm
Low: 60

Details: 4A
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Extreme addiction symptoms
are seen in teen e-cigarette users

the washiNgtoN post

When her son was a high school
freshman, Kristin Beauparlant no-
ticed a change.

The hockey player began get-
ting short of breath more easily
on the ice. Beauparlant could hear
her son’s coughing and wheezing
from the stands. But it was his de-
meanor that scared her most. Cade
Beauparlant’s anxiety and mood
swings worsened, his outbursts so
sudden and so explosive that his
mother said she came to fear him.

It took more than three years —
and help from a renowned pedia-
trician — to understand what was
going on: Her son was addicted
to nicotine, delivered by a Juul, a
sleek e-cigarette that looks like a
USB drive.

As e-cigarettes have skyrocket-
ed in popularity among teenagers
in the past two years, pediatricians
report seeing teens who behave
less like tobacco users and more
like patients with substance-abuse

See E-cigs: Page 2
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Traffic lights will give way to roundabouts from 72nd Street to Blair High Road
on Crown Point Avenue, above. And the city will build a trail along Crown Point. See Streets: Page 2
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