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Audit alleges ‘fraud scheme’ by former state employee

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A former Nebras-
ka Department of Education em-
ployee used a work credit card to
pay for personal hotel stays, Uber
rides, an Amazon Prime member-
ship and a pair of Boston Duck

Tour tickets.
A newly released state audit

said the credit card purchases
were among more than $44,000
worth of allegedly fraudulent
transactions made by the employ-
ee, Nicole Coffey, between Jan. 1,
2016, and April 12, 2018.

The total includes more than

$9,000 of travel expenses in-
volved in what the audit labeled
an apparent “double-dipping
fraud scheme.”

The audit said Coffey paid for
the travel with the work credit
card, then claimed the costs on
her personal expense account.
That way she was able to get paid
by the department for expenses
she never personally incurred.
Some of the expenses involved
were for personal trips, the audit

said.
As laid out in the audit, Coffey

began working for the Education
Department in 2004. Within two
years, the department named her
the state adviser for DECA, a non-
profit student marketing organi-
zation that is one of the state-au-
thorized career education student
groups.

In that role, she had use of a
DECA credit card.

Education Department adviser to student marketing
group accused of fraudulent spending of over $44,000

Andrew Luck says no,
a hard word for many of us to say

Andrew Luck used a
two-letter word, a rare
word in our era. He
said no.

The now-former
quarterback for the
Indianapolis Colts said
no to a job that brought
more pain than joy,
more grimace than
glory, more risk than

reward. His two-letter word was such
a stinging rebuke that when news got
out that he planned to announce his
retirement, his fans booed him off the

field after a preseason game, which
he watched from the bench in street
clothes. For this two-letter word, Twit-
ter exploded on him. No one says no.
Especially not a 29-year-old star in the
midst of a $122 million five-year con-
tract.

Luck apparently was supposed to
let America’s national religion use
him and abuse him.

Bias alert, and ready your arrows:
I’m not a big fan of pro football. That’s
another column for another time.

But what drew me to the story of
Luck and the word “no” had nothing to

do with the gridiron.
It had everything to do with two

facts of life:
First, humans, even handsomely

paid, famously famous ones, want
agency in their lives and may decide
the math doesn’t work in their favor.
The reward is not worth the cost.

Second, it’s hard to say no, especial-
ly as we’re drawn into an ever-faster,
ever-changing, ever-more-complicat-
ed world in which we’re constantly
asked and expected to say yes.

I asked Dr. Steven Wengel to make
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Omaha
commuters
lose 38 hours
a year stuck
in traffic, new
study indicates.
Midlands

GIFFORD PARK

Latest wild party
draws hundreds
in neighborhood
near Creighton

By rick ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Some residents who live near
34th and Davenport Streets say
they’ve endured a lot of wild par-
ties in their neighborhood, and
Friday night they lived through
another.

A new fall semester of college
has begun, and with it the parties
in the Gifford Park neighborhood
have begun.

Neighbors say an astonishingly
big party Friday night at 131 N.
34th St. and adjacent properties on
both sides is emblematic of what
they’ve put up with for years and
what they fear will continue.

Estimates are that 200 young
people, or even hundreds more,
congregated behind those houses
to drink and celebrate a new se-
mester with something that has
come to be known as the Denim

ON SECOND TRY

Trash hauler
favored by
mayor wins
city contract

By aaron Sanderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha residents, find some
room for two large trash carts.
And get ready to mark your calen-
dars for yard waste.

The City Council, in a 4-3 vote
Tuesday, awarded the city’s next
10-year trash-hauling contract to
FCC Environmental of Spain.

This was the same bid and bid-
der the council rejected in June,
the contract Mayor Jean Stothert
and Public Works recommended
then and now.

The measure passed Tuesday
with the help of a supplemental
yard waste plan that added some
composting in the spring and fall.
Many people who testified at public
hearings on trash said they wanted
yard waste to be composted.

The total package, at a cost of
$24.2 million a year, starts Jan.
1, 2021. City leaders say they can
cover the cost without increasing
taxes.

FCC’s supporters, including
Stothert and council member Vin-
ny Palermo, said FCC would have
fewer missed or delayed pickups
than other bidders.

“I firmly believe, as does Public
Works Department, that this was
the lowest and best bid,” Stothert
said after the vote.

Council narrowly approves
FCC’s bid; spring and fall
yard waste and composting
plan passes separately, 6-1
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t H E A s s O C I A t E D P R E s s

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck, beset by injuries over the past four years, announced his retirement from football at a press
conference Saturday night. “I haven’t been able to live the life I want to live,” the 29-year-old star said.

See Grace: Page 6

Lunch Buffet
11am - 2pmM-F

CreateyourownMexican feast
andenjoya fast and freshLunch!

Ralston location only: 72nd and Q Str.
!

Purchase 2
Lunch Buffets

and 2 Beverages
and get

$6 off
Expires 9/13/19 owh8.29.19

not valid with other offers, one per table.


