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AREA ATHLETES PREPARE FOR STATE B1
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Brooke Kimpson gives a wave as she enters Baxter Arena during 
Sunday’s Papillion-La Vista South commencement ceremony.

Photo by Brody Hilgenkamp

Nathan Bradley waves to well-wishers in the crowd during Sunday’s commencement ceremony for the 
2019 class from Papillion-La Vista High School. To see more photos from both PLV and PLV South 
ceremonies, visit page B8.

Pomp and Circumstance

By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

La Vista is in the midst 
of many changes through-
out its city, but the Salute 
to Summer Festival re-
mains one constant the 
city clings to.

The annual city cele-
bration, which dates back 
more than 40 years, will 
take place May 23-26 and 
once again offers enter-
tainment for all ages.

Mitch Beaumont, com-
munity relations coordi-
nator, said one of the great 
values of Salute to Sum-
mer is in its consistency 
over the years.

“I think the festival con-
tributes to the small-town 

feeling,” Beaumont said. 
“When the city puts on 
the festival, it just feels like 
home. The best part for 
me is seeing all the people 
gather and the neighbor-
hoods get together.”

The four-day festival 
kicks off on May 23 with 
the first day of the carnival
and vendor booths at Cen-
tral Park.

At 6 p.m. will be the 
Hometown Heroes Event 
at City Hall. During the 
event, the Cahill fami-
ly will be receiving the 
Medal of Liberty from the 
Massachusetts National 
Guard. The award is in 
honor of U.S. Army Capt. 
Joel Cahill, who was killed 
in Iraq in 2005.

Later that evening will 
be the Hot Wheels races at 
6:30 p.m. at the Communi-
ty Center.

The Car Show and 
Shine is set for May 24 
from 5 to 9 p.m. at La Vis-
ta Keno. That same eve-

ning marks the opening of 
the beer garden in Central 
Park. One of the festival’s 
most popular events is the 
community cookout and 
fireworks show at 6 p.m.
at City Hall. Beaumont 
said more than 1,000 peo-
ple will show up for the 
free event.

May 25 is highlighted 
by the parade down Park 
View Boulevard at 1 p.m.

The family pool party 
will take place from 1 to 
4 p.m. on May 26 at the 
La Vista Municipal Pool 
while a street dedication 
honoring Joe Barmettler 
will take place at 1 p.m. 
at City Centre along 84th 
Street. Barmettler, a long-
time city attorney for La 

Vista, is being honored 
with Barmettler Drive be-
ing named in his honor.

Other than the carni-
val and the beer garden, 
Beaumont said every oth-
er event is free of charge.

“There are a lot of de-
mands on families for 
money and resources,” 
he said. “We don’t want 
money to be a limiting fac-
tor for people to come to 
these events.

“It’s been a tough win-
ter. This is a nice way to 
get out and celebrate and 
kick off the summer.”

- To read about the 2019 
Friend of La Vista honorees, 
see page 4. For a complete Sa-
lute to Summer Schedule, see 
page 11.

La Vista prepares to salute summer
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From left, La Vista City Council members Kelly Sell, Deb Hale 
and Kim Thomas tend to the grill during the 2018 Salute 
to Summer Festival Community Cookout. The four-day 
celebration returns to La Vista May 23-26.

Dog days
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LEFT: Ben Hamilton pets Haven, a husky mix, during the May 4 open house at the Town and Country Humane 
Society. ABOVE: Maizey, a labrador, gets a workout on a treadmill. Maizey was there with Rawfitnessk9.com. 
About 200 people attended the event, with more than $4,000 raised for the humane soceity. There were also 
11 applications for adoptions during the day. So far this year, Town and Country has addopted out 181 dogs 
and 64 cats.
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