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The City of Gretna was busy in 2020, laying the 
infrastructure and groundwork for many projects 
expected to get underway in 2021.

A half-cent sales tax passed in May 
2020, paving the way for the Gretna 
Crossing Park project: a big ticket 
item on both the city’s and school dis-
trict’s agenda this year.

“There’s going to be some initial 
work done,” Mayor Mike Evans said 
of the project. “We’ll start getting the 
financing and stuff done. Groups are
starting to meet about the different ar-
eas, whether that’s the recreation center or outdoor 
park grading, some committees are getting together 
and getting things going.”

The park will be home to a recreation center and 
aquatics facility, to include a competition pool that 
will be utilized by the Gretna High School swim 
team.

The city also expects to hear more on the pend-
ing annexation package, which has been tied up in 
litigation since its approval from the Gretna City 
Council in 2017.

“Once we know the outcome, it’ll create a couple 
of paths,” Evans said. “‘Wow, we just grew’ and 
be prepared if that happens, and then, if we don’t, 
what our next steps will be.”

Gretna continues to grow rapidly, with many 
residential and commercial opportunities expected 
in 2021.

“The growth is certainly going to continue,” Ev-
ans said. “We don’t need to rush it; we just need to 
do it right, responsibly and keep everyone in town 
in mind. I do think there will be some really good 
opportunities for Gretna coming up.”

Evans said that with the city’s completion of the 
downtown renovation project in 2020, he hopes to 
see more community events invigorate the area.

“We’ve done the groundwork,” he said. “Now, 
it’d be neat to know whether there will be some ac-
tivities down there to really put some energy to it. 
I’m looking forward to that really coming to life.”

He also hopes to see more residents get involved.
“We’d love to find a spot for them,” Evans said.

“And even if we don’t have it right now, that will 
put your name in a folder when things come up. In 
the back of their minds, if they’ve thought ‘Hey, I’d 
really like to do that,’ all it takes is a phone call and 
one day they might turn out to be mayor.”

***
Gretna Public Schools’ major proj-

ect of 2021 will see construction begin 
on the district’s second high school.

“We should see that come out of 
the ground and see the building tak-
ing shape,” said Superintendent Rich 
Beran.

Gretna’s seventh elementary 
school is expected to open this fall and the second 
phase of the Gretna Elementary School renovations, 
which includes the kitchen area, will get underway 
this summer.

iPads are expected to roll out at both middle 
schools this year and the addition at Gretna High 
School will be completed. The second phase of 
GHS’ outdoor project, to focus on the baseball area, 
will also start this year.

***
With the Gretna Public Library buildings closed 

for the majority of 2020, library staff had a produc-
tive year with plenty of time to weed through and 
further develop its collections, ramp up curbside 
efforts and beef up its digital services.

This week, GPL will implement a digital pay-
ment system that’s been six months in the making. 
The service will allow people to apply 
for and renew their library cards on-
line and let the library accept credit 
card payments from customers.

“It will make things much more 
convenient for people when they’re in 
the library and online trying to make 
a payment,” said Krissy Reed, GPL 
director.

Children’s librarian Jennifer Lockwood has 
worked diligently to develop tutorials for the li-
brary’s board game collection. The tutorials are ex-
pected to launch sometime in January and can be 
accessed through the library’s card catalog.

“I think it’s really going to set our collection 
apart from others,” Reed said.

A digital magazine service is another expected 
addition to library service this spring.

“It’ll be a good way to start the new year with 
some good, exciting changes and things to look for-
ward to,” Reed said. “We’re hoping for a more tra-
ditional summer program for all ages this year, but 
we’ll have to see. It might be a mix of digital and in 
person. Regardless of the circumstances, you know 
there’s going to be content from the library. We’re 
going to be thinking of new ways to reach people.”
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Local assisted living fa-
cilities are making historic 
strides as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues.

More than 150 people — 
105 residents and 55 team 
members — received the 
first in a two-shot series of
the COVID-19 vaccine at 
Hillcrest Silver Ridge on 
Friday.

105-year-old resident 
Eva Thompson was among 
those to receive the vac-
cine, administered by Re-
lyCare Pharmacy of Lin-
coln.

“It went really well,” 
said Sarah Stoakes, ad-
ministrator at Hillcrest 
Silver Ridge. “We’ve had 
a very high level of partic-

ipation.”
Stoakes is hopeful that 

the vaccine will allow res-
idents to return to some 
sense of normalcy.

“We’re very optimistic 
that this will allow us to 
move forward with hav-
ing more connections with 
family members, but we’re 
still waiting on guidance 
from the Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices,” Stoakes said. “Right 
now, the focus is getting 
the vaccines out before 
taking a breath and kind 
of saying, ‘Now what does 
this look like for every-
body?’”

The second shot is ex-
pected to be delivered in 
early February.

Azria Health Gretna 
vaccinated 100 staff and 

residents on Dec. 28, 2020.
A second health clinic 

is set for Jan. 18 for those 

who were unable to get the 
vaccine the first time.

“We have had no resi-
dents test positive for the 
COVID virus,” said Annie 
Paul Allen, Azria Health 
Gretna administrator. “ 
The staff have been very 
careful to ensure that they 
do their part to protect all 
of our residents and their 
co-workers from an out-
break within the facility. 
We look forward to our 
second vaccination clinic 
and the opportunity to get 
our residents and families 
reunited in person.

“The residents and fam-
ilies have been very patient 
and I am sure anxiously 
await the day they can give 
a hug, hold a hand and 
visit their loved one in per-
son.”

Gretna seniors receive COVID-19 vaccine
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Eva Thompson receives the first in a two-part series of the Moderna vaccine on Friday at Hillcrest Silver Ridge in Gretna.
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Azria Health Gretna Medical 
Director Natalie Manley after 
she received her COVID 
vaccine.

The Gretna Public Library plans 
to launch a new service this week 
that will meet a longtime community 
need.

After about six months of plan-
ning, GPL will debut its new online 
service, allowing current patrons to 
renew their accounts from home and 
welcoming new patrons with full li-
brary accounts in a completely con-
tactless way. 

The service will also allow cus-
tomers to use credit cards and check-
ing accounts to pay fines and other
fees, report a lost or stolen card and 
keep their account information accu-
rate.

“This really streamlines (the pro-
cess) for both the patrons and us,” 
said Assistant Library Director Re-
becca McCorkindale, who spear-
headed the project. “We want to 
make getting a library card as easy 
and possible and to make that hap-
pen much more quickly. We’re just 
excited to provide this service and 
think it’s going to be a really nice 

way to reach out, even while we’re 
closed.”

The project has long been on the 
minds of library staff.

“It seemed long overdue even 
when we started here over a decade 
ago,” McCorkindale said. “It takes 
time for these things to move for-
ward and just the day to day of try-
ing to run a split library took priori-
ty. Researching and delving into this 
was just one more thing that kept 
being put on the backburner as other 
issues arose.”

While the ongoing pandemic 
keeps library doors closed — the li-
brary currently only offers curbside 
service and online programs — it 
seemed the right time to explore the 
idea.

“We want people to be able to 
have full library account access as 
much as they can with the libraries 
being closed,” McCorkindale said.

After receiving approval from the 
library board, McCorkindale set to 
work with the City of Gretna and Ne-

braska Interactive, a group that helps 
government agencies with their web-
sites. It was the first time the group
had worked with a library.

“It was kind of fun working with 
them,” she said. “We laid out our 
central framework and they were 
able to bring it to life.”
GPL is the first library in Sarpy

County to offer the service, though 
library staff hope their integration of 
the system will pave the way for oth-
er local libraries.

“It really frees up time for every-
one in Gretna and beyond with not 
having to come in,” McCorkindale 
said. “People can do it from a dis-
tance and we’ll mail them their card. 
It’s completely contactless.

“Even when the buildings are 
open again, it will be a great option 
for busy parents.”

The new account management 
service can be accessed at gretnapub-
liclibrary.org once it goes live this 
week.

GPL debuts virtual account management
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