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The Gretna City Pool will not 
open for the 2020 season, per 
the COVID-19 policies and pro-
cedures passed Tuesday by the 
Gretna City Council.

City staff cited the inability 
to meet social distancing guide-
lines, the inability to assure 
all items are disinfected and a 
shortfall of trained lifeguards as 
factors in the decision.

Other policies outlined pro-
cedures for most city operations, 
including parks, public works 
and Gretna City Hall.
Baseball and softball fields

will begin to open for practices 
and games, per the state’s guid-
ance. The city is coordinating 
with the Gretna Youth Softball 
and Baseball Association and 
other groups to work out the de-
tails. Right now, procedures will 
offer guidelines for three gradu-
al phases of field use.

Park restrooms are expected 
to remain closed this year, due 
to the inability to sanitize them. 
The council will revisit this later 
if there is a need to reopen to re-
strooms.

City playgrounds remain 
open, with posted signs that ad-
vise caution to those who use 
them. The city sanitizes the play-
ground structures periodically.

City Hall will remain closed 
to the public through May 31. 
In June, visitors may enter the 
building by appointment only. 
All visitors will sign in and may 
have to complete a short health 
survey through June 30. In July 
and August, City Hall will be 
open to customers, though they 
will still need to sign in and 
complete the health survey.

The Gretna Public Works Fa-
cility will follow the same proce-
dures and schedules as Gretna 
City Hall.

The Library Board will de-
cide when it is safe to reopen the 
Gretna Public Library and Gret-
na Children’s Library.

Also at its May 19 meeting, 
the council:

• Held a public hearing and 
ultimately approved planned 
unit development (PUD) 
amendment #5 to Nebraska 
Crossing, including additional 
buildings, building enlargement 
and additional parking for the 
development. This amendment 
will allow for future growth at 
Nebraska Crossing. A part of the 
amendment allows for addition-
al buildings for major retailers. 
Another part allows for small 
structures within the existing 
mall for temporary activities.

• Held a public hearing and 
ultimately approved a revised 
preliminary and final plat, and
rezoning from low density res-
idential to highest density res-
idential, for a subdivision to be 
known as Harvest Hills Phase 2. 
The area includes 100 lots and 
five outlots, generally located
on the northeast corner of 192nd 
Street and Schram Road. The re-
vision allows for the rezoning, 
as well as the possibility for an 
elementary school to be built in 
the subdivision.

• Held a public hearing and 
ultimately approved a final plat
and rezoning from transitional 
agriculture to high density res-
idential with a corridor overlay 
for a subdivision to be known 
as Highland Pointe Phase 2, 
generally located north of Lin-
coln Road and west of Highway 
6/31.

• Held a public hearing and 
ultimately approved a condi-
tional use permit to allow the 
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A blue butterfly brightens the wall of an
outdoor shopping center in neighboring 
Papillion.

The mural, a tribute to Kloe and Kirk 
Odermatt of Gretna, is the first in a series
of 12 in the works for Papillion’s 150th an-
niversary celebration. The piece was de-
signed by Julie Odermatt in remembrance 
of her daughter and husband.

The left side features a photo of Kirk 
Odermatt, who died by suicide in 2011. The 
wings feature words that focus on men-
tal health awareness and suicide preven-
tion: ‘hope’, ‘believe’, ‘support’, ‘you are 
enough’ and ‘you matter.’
“Within the butterfly I wanted to create

something to show his character, to show 
who my husband was,” Odermatt said. 
“He was a very adventurous, outgoing 
man. I selected a photo of him wake board-
ing, doing something he loved to do.”

The bottom of the wing displays infor-
mation on how to text the suicide preven-
tion helpline.

The mental health awareness theme of 
the left wing carries into the middle of the 
butterfly, displayed as a semi-colon which

serves as a symbol of illustrious suicide 
prevention movement Project Semicolon. 
The semicolon is particularly important to 
Odermatt, whose daughter, Kloe, incor-
porated it into a tattoo she got next to her 
heart in memory of her father.
The words “fly high” are displayed

above the butterfly, tying in to the butter-
fly theme, and recognizing Kloe, who spent
time stunting and flying as a dedicated
cheerleader since age 3. The photo featured 
on the right wing shows Kloe flying as she
practices cheer on Myrtle Beach in South 
Carolina.

Odermatt also incorporated words that 
reminded her of Kloe on the wing.

“‘Dancing’ because she was always 
dancing and doing silly things; ‘Friend’ 
because her friends were one of her most 
important things; ‘infectious smile’; ‘fam-
ily’; she was ‘ambitious’; ‘angel’; ‘caring’; 
‘smart’; ‘rainbows’ because when she 
passed we kept seeing them everywhere,” 
Odermatt said.

At the bottom, the words “you’ll never 
fly alone,” recognize that Kloe is reunited
with her father.
Three butterflies above the right wing

remember three of Kloe’s friends who were 
killed in the same crash: the green butterfly

for Addisyn Pfeifer, the yellow butterfly for
Alex Minardi and the orange butterfly for
Abby Barth.

Odermatt partnered with Revolution 
Wraps to create and install the mural, dis-
played between Shadow Lake’s manage-
ment offices and Early Bird restaurant.

“It’s not just a bunch of paint on a wall,” 
said Laura Schwartz, executive director of 
the Papillion Community Foundation. “It’s 
something more. It’s something bigger. Ob-
viously art is a very powerful way to get a 
message across and I think a lot of people 
relate to that.”
The piece is part of the Butterfly Effect, a

grassroots movement that incorporates so-
cial media with philanthropic efforts.

“These have mainly been on the West 
Coast and to bring this movement to our 
community and have that here is really 
powerful,” said Schwartz, who envisions 
the murals as an inspiration for one of Pa-
pillion 150’s goals: to engage the commu-
nity in volunteerism and getting involved.

People are encouraged to take photos 
with the mural, sharing them on social me-
dia with the hashtags #papillion150 #but-
terflyeffect #socialbutterfly.

Mural to inspire ‘hope and healing’ in 
memory of Kirk and Kloe Odermatt

Photo courtesy of Julie Odermatt

Julie, Josie and Hallie Odermatt stand with the Butterfly Effect mural at Shadow Lake Towne Center in Papillion. 
Odermatt worked with Revolution Wraps to design the mural, part of Papillion’s 150th anniversary celebration, in 
memory of her late husband Kirk and daughter Kloe.

See Mural: Page 3

See Council: Page 3

Oh, the signs, they 
are a’ changin’.

“Sorry, we’re 
closed,” is turning 
over a new leaf to 
“Yes, we’re open.” 
(The “come on in” part 
is still a bit iffy.)

This virus has 
claimed many lives, 
memories and hours 
of sleep. It isn’t over 
yet. As things begin to 
re-open, we all have choices to 
make about what we do, where 
we go and and how often we 
don our masks.

Open is good.
“Open” will be healthy 

for the economy. Prayerfully, 
opening up won’t create a new 
outbreak of sickness. Some of 
those results are largely out of 
our control. But there is another 
outcome to consider — one for 
which every one of us has re-
sponsibility.

Amidst all these opening re-
marks about our shops and our 
offices and our firepits, is there

any talk about opening 
our hearts?

There are times, not 
just during a pandemic, 
that we turn the sign of 
our heart to the “Sorry, 
closed” side, and no one 
gets in. Sometimes fear 
closes us up. We’re afraid 
of rejection or disappoint-
ment or failure. Let those 
things in? Not by the hair 
of my chinny-chin-chin.

But closing our hearts is as 
devastating to the spirit as clos-
ing up local businesses is to the 
economy. Our leaders are craft-
ing plans on how to re-open 
our world as safely and wisely 
as possible. How many of us 
read those plans once they are 
released?

Our creator has crafted a 
plan to open our hearts as safe-
ly and wisely as possible, too. 
How many of us are reading 
that plan?

Opening our heart to God 
begins by opening our ears to 
hear Him speak. Don’t expect 

the inimitable voice of James 
Earl Jones to emanate from the
screen of your smartphone or 
the pages of your Bible. Most 
times, God speaks in a still, 
small voice that we can hear 
when we’ve tuned out every-
thing else and tuned in to the 
deep frequency of the soul.

“This is my Father’s world, 
and to my list’ning ears, all na-
ture sings and ‘round me rings 
the music of the ‘spheres.”

When we hear God speak, 
He says things that no other 
authority can say. He pulls us 
close and says, “I have loved 
you with an everlasting love.” 
(Jeremiah 31:3)

He shows us everlasting 
love in the sacrificial gift of His
Son. Jesus endured death, the 
closure we’re all going to face 
sooner or later, virus or no vi-
rus. In the resurrection, God 
opened something no one else 
can open: the grave.

Talk about a place that’s al-
ways closed.

To any whose hearts are open 

to listen, Jesus says, “I am the 
living one. I died, but look—I 
am alive forever and ever! And 
I hold the keys of death and the 
grave.” (Revelation 1:18)

His perfect love has the pow-
er to cast out the reality of rejec-
tion, the terror of trauma and 
the fear of failure. He loves us 
through this life and all its suf-
ferings. When we open up our 
hearts to that kind of love, we 
start to open up to others, as 
well.

We can’t love perfectly — 
not yet, at least. But we can love 
with the power of God pump-
ing through our veins. Imag-
ine what our re-opening world 
would look like if we let this 
kind of care for others define us.

His heart is open to those 
who are open to Him. Those 
open to Him are open to others.

If that’s “open,” then open is 
good.

— Gregg Madsen is the Lead 
Pastor of Steadfast Gretna. Reach 
him at gmadsen@steadfastgretna.
org.

A plan to open the heart 
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Look inside for the Salute 
to the Class of 2020!

Congratulations!


