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When a local corporate sponsor
cut its ties with USA Swimming,
Omaha civic leaders worried that
the city might lose its chance to

host the 2020 U.S. Olympic Swim
Trials.

Then somebody stepped up to
secure the event — Omaha tax-
payers. The city pledged $750,000
in general funds to help cover
USA Swimming’s $3.1 million in

fees for hosting and pool costs.
The Omaha City Council voted

Tuesday to make the second of
three annual $250,000 payments
to the Omaha Sports Commission
for USA Swimming. The item
passed on the council’s consent
agenda, with no discussion.

Also contributing to the 2020
Trials: Douglas County with
$100,000 in tourism funds and the

State of Nebraska with $400,000
in tourism funds.

Councilman Rich Pahls, who
represents southwest Omaha,
said Wednesday that city officials
told the council the money was
needed to ensure that the Trials
would still be held in Omaha after
Mutual of Omaha scaled back its
support.
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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE
Medicinal cannabis proposal stalls;
next step is 2020 ballot. Midlands

A debate on
the value of
business tax
incentives

By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — State senators
expressed sharp differences
Wednesday about whether Nebras-
ka’s business tax incentives help
or hurt the state, with some law-
makers vowing to oppose incen-
tives until the Legislature delivers
property tax relief to citizens.

“Nebraskans need property tax
relief a whole lot more than we
need this incentive package for
business,” said State Sen. Tom
Briese of Albion, who proposed
that the two issues become a
“package deal.”

Briese and other rural senators
are pushing for property tax relief
during the waning days of the 2019
legislative session. Meanwhile,
the state’s business community is
seeking a replacement for the Ne-
braska Advantage Act, a 14-year-
old law that grants tax credits and
exemptions for businesses that ex-
pand and create jobs in the state.

The proposed replacement,
the ImagiNE Act, got mixed re-
views during a three-hour debate
Wednesday.

Supporters praised it as a vast
improvement over the Advantage

Some state lawmakers
say property tax relief
is a higher priority; one
envisions a ‘package deal’

After Mutual dropped out as a corporate sponsor, the
city, county and state are kicking in for 2020 event

Success is for others to see,
but he can feel it, he can taste it

The graduate
could not see the
packed house
around him and
the electronic mes-
sages flashing on
the arena screens
above, all saying
“Congratulations.”

He could not see
the white-haired

college president handing him his
diploma.

Nor could he see the photogra-
pher preserving this moment, a
first for the 32-year-old graduate
who heretofore had never gradu-
ated from anything.

But Mortel Crawford, blinded
in a shooting almost eight years
ago, did not have to see in order to
experience the thrill of this Metro-
politan Community College com-
mencement program, held Friday

D E R E K R A Y M E N T / M E T R O C O M M U N I T Y C O L L E G E

Mortel Crawford, who was blinded in 2011 by gunfire, graduated Friday from Metro with an associate degree in culinary arts and management.
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Crawford’s next gig: He has crafted a five-course dinner for a pop-up at Big Mama’s.
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By JoSePH morton
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WASHINGTON — Sen. Ben
Sasse said Wednesday that the
pace of Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee updates on the fluid Middle
East situation has increased this
week to near-hourly.

“The situation with Iran is very
tense and very bad,” the Nebraska
Republican told those at the state
congressional delegation’s weekly
breakfast for visiting constituents.

Sasse’s comments came shortly
after the United States ordered all
nonessential government staff to
leave Iran’s neighbor, Iraq.

Germany and the Netherlands
also both suspended their military
assistance programs in Iraq in
the latest sign of tensions sweep-
ing the Persian Gulf region over
still-unspecified threats that the
Trump administration says are

Sasse calls the
situation with
Iran ‘very tense
and very bad’
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Taxpayers on hook for $1.25 million for Swim Trials

See Swim Trials: Page 2
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join the players
club _ it’s free!
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