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Staff Writer

There’s a whole room in Ron Wilson’s 
apartment that houses heaps of fabric, but 
still, he can’t resist the urge to add to his col-
lection.

“I love fabric. I really do,” Wilson said. 
“You don’t want to take me to a fabric shop 
because I can’t come out without some-
thing.”

Wilson, who lives in Bellevue and is a 
regular Ralston Senior Center visitor and 
member of its board of directors, has been 
quilting his whole life.

Often times, he said, people are surprised 
to learn that as a man, he is a quilter.

“You go into fabric stores and they don’t 
want to look at you,” he said. “I’ve been ig-
nored like nobody’s business. But before I’m 
gone, I’m giving someone advice because 
I’ve been doing it for so long.”

When he’s in a fabric or craft store, clerks 
and customers often ask him if he’s picking 
up items for his wife, to which he responds, 
“This is for me. I know what I’m doing.”

“Most of the time, I just ignore them, 
but every once in awhile I will spout off,” 
he said. “The older I get, the more I want to 
spout off.”

His love of fabric started before he was in 
school when his grandma taught him how 
to embroider. 

Since then, his infatuation with creation 
grew.

“My grandmother was the quilter of the 
family so quilting was just something that 
was always around,” he said.

While his grandma never taught him 
how to quilt, Wilson remembers her doing it 
and he inherited the skill by “osmosis.”

For years, Wilson quilted blankets for 
friends and family, and in 1986 he got more 
serious about it.

When a local theater was in need of 18 
quilts for an upcoming show, Wilson ap-
plied to be the quilter. After that, he contin-
ued to work in community theater where he 

sewed costumes.
He even made clothing for himself when 

bell-bottom pants were all the rage, he said.
Now, more than 30 years later, he contin-

ues to quilt, sew and embroider with his col-
lection of fabric and four sewing machines 
that cost a total of about $10,000.

“I’ve got to get rid of it. I’m 75 years old 
and I’m not going to die with all that fabric,” 
he said.

A lot of his fabric is put to use when Wil-
son donates to Project Linus, a national non-
profit that provides homemade blankets to
local children in need.

Throughout the years, Wilson has made 
about 300 quilts for the organization.

He also quilts and sews items such as 
place mats, table runners, throws, blankets 
and aprons that are raffled off at the Ralston
Senior Center.
When items are not being raffled or sold,

he’s known to give items away.
“When someone admires something, 

typically I give it to them,” he said.
Whether it’s late at night, or early morn-

ing, Wilson can often be found working on 
a project.

“I’ve always got something going,” he 
said.

Wilson said he quilts anywhere from two 
to 10 hours a day.

In just three days, Wilson said he can 
complete a throw-size quilt, which is typi-
cally 40 inches by 80 inches.

And while he loves creating, quilting 
isn’t always relaxing, Wilson said.

“It can be very frustrating sometimes,” 
he said. “I swear, there’s a quilting God and 
there are some days, no matter what you do, 
that sewing machine is not going to cooper-
ate with you.”

But that’s never stopped him from doing 
what he loves.

Throughout his life, Wilson estimates 
that he’s made at least 1,000 quilts and every 
day, he works to hone in on his skill.

“I’m not the best, but I’m pretty damn 
good,” he said.

Quilting a lifelong 
passion for Wilson
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Ron Wilson of Bellevue quilts a blanket Jan. 8 at the Ralston Senior Center. Wilson estimates he’s 
created 1,000 quilts in his lifetime.
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Bellevue and La Vista have provid-
ed consent for the resettlement of ref-
ugees while Papillion’s City Council 
vote failed and Sarpy County commis-
sioners are seeking more information 
before it votes.

President Donald Trump issued an 
executive order Sept. 16 that said refu-
gees would only be resettled in juris-
dictions in which both state and local 
governments provided written con-
sent to the U.S. Department of State.

Nebraska’s three organizations that 
resettle refugees — Lutheran Family 
Services of Nebraska, Catholic Social 
Services of Southern Nebraska and 
Refugee Empowerment Center — 
have sought consent from cities and 
counties where refugees could be re-
settled.

The organizations are asked to in-
clude the written consent in their ap-
plications for State Department fund-
ing.

The Trump administration signaled 
it would resettle 18,000 into the coun-
try during the 2020 fiscal year, down
from about 30,000 in 2019.

In 2019, 445 refugees were resettled 
to Nebraska and between 300 and 400 
are projected for 2020, according to 
documents Lutheran Family Services 
provided to local governments.

La Vista’s City Council approved 
consent at its Dec. 3 meeting.

Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike said 
he waited until Nebraska Gov. Pete 
Ricketts provided consent on Dec. 23 
and then he wrote a letter providing 
consent. Bellevue’s council — unlike 
those in Papillion and La Vista — did 
not vote on the consent.

There is no requirement in the ex-
ecutive order to have councils vote, 
and the State Department’s funding 
notice to organizations only specifies
that organizations applying for grant 
money to resettle refugees should seek 
consent from governors and the “exec-
utive officer of the local government
(county or county equivalent).”

Hike said he heard from Lutheran 
Family Services and Bellevue residents 
who were in favor of resettling refu-
gees. He said current Bellevue families 
would be affected and he wanted to 
continue those relationships.

Papillion’s City Council voted to 
provide consent during its Jan. 7 meet-
ing and the vote failed 4-2.

Two of the council’s eight members, 
Tom Mumgaard and Lu Ann Kluch, 
were absent from the meeting. In or-
der for Papillion’s council to pass a 
vote the majority of the whole council, 

or five members, must vote in favor,
not just the majority of those present.

Councilmen Jason Gaines and Steve 
Sunde voted against providing con-
sent. They expressed concerns about 
public safety and pointed to countries 
where refugees come from like Iraq, 
Somalia and Syria.

Gaines said he didn’t want Papil-
lion to become a “hotbed of refugees” 
and Sunde said he was concerned 
about “fraud” in the refugee vetting 
process.

They said they felt they didn’t have 
enough knowledge on the issue to 
vote in favor.

“I’m honestly not educated enough 
on the issue to subject my community 
to it, good or bad,” Gaines said.
The top five countries of origin for

refugees coming to Nebraska between 
2016 and 2018 were Myanmar (25.8%), 
Iraq (23.8%), Bhutan (13.5%), Somalia 
(9.2%), and Syria (7%), according to 
Lutheran Family Services documents.

Papillion Police Chief Scott Lyons 
said during council discussion he was 
comfortable with refugees resettling 
because of the lengthy vetting process 
and because refugees would be reset-
tled in the city because of family con-
nections.

“As far as safety, these individuals 
would be among those people that 
would be the safest to be considered 
for naturalization into the country,” he 
said.

Papillion Mayor David Black said 
he also would have been comfortable 
if the council had approved consent 
for resettlement.

The Sarpy County Board of Com-
missioners tabled its vote on Jan. 7 to 
provide consent and will take up the 
issue again on Tuesday.

Commissioners Don Kelly and Jim 
Warren said refugees were welcome 
in Sarpy County but the board had 
several questions it wanted answered 
before it voted. Those included if by 
providing consent the county could 
be obligated to use tax dollars in the 
future and what would happen if the 
county consented but a city didn’t, or 
vice versa.

“They’re asking me to provide con-
sent and I don’t have all the answers I 
need, nor have I spoken to the people 
of Sarpy County to know if they sup-
port this or not,” Kelly said.

“For me personally it’s a lot more 
questions than answers.”

Other Nebraska jurisdictions that 
provided consent as of Jan. 3 were Be-
atrice, Columbus, Lexington, Lincoln, 
Madison, Norfolk and Omaha, said 
Lynn Rex, director of League of Ne-
braska Municipalities.

Mayor gives 
OK to refugee 
resettlement 
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Bellevue Police Officer Carl Grubb decides on his next crayon for his picture Jan. 8 at 
the Bellevue Public Library’s Coloring with Cops series. The event featured BPD officers, 
children and adults to color pictures while getting to know the officers.

Let’s try Spring Green


