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By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

One Ralston High 
School student is making 
it her mission to ensure li-
braries are equipped with 
books to participate in the 
Read Woke challenge.

Karen Kalilangwe, a 
sophomore at RHS, said 
she is doing this challenge 
for her Girl Scout Gold 
Award project and has 
worked with her troop 
leader and RHS paraed-
ucator Cheryl Lentsch to 
complete the project.

The Gold Award is the 
Girl Scout equivalent to 
the Eagle Scout Award for 
the Boy Scouts of America.

Kalilangwe has been in 
Girl Scouts since the fifth
grade.

The Read Woke read-
ing challenge is based on 
an idea from a Mississippi 
high school librarian.

A Read Woke book 
must: challenge a social 
norm, give voice to the 
voiceless, provide infor-
mation about a group that 
has been disenfranchised, 
seek to challenge the sta-
tus quo and have a protag-
onist from an underrepre-
sented or repressed group.

RHS students and staff 
were invited to read a 
minimum of four books 
off the Read Woke list and 
submit some quick activi-
ties regarding the books.

Once an individual 
completes their activity 

they receive a Read Woke 
T-shirt and have their pic-
ture taken for the school’s 
Wall of Fame.

Kalilangwe said she 
chose the project because 
of how the Black Lives 
Matter movement has 
been affecting people’s 
lives, particularly during 
quarantine.

Maureen Olsen, depart-
ment chair for the Ralston 
High School Library Me-
dia Center, said she thinks 
the RHS library has over 
a hundred books in the 
Read Woke category.

“I tell students and staff 
that it’s constantly chang-
ing; I’m always adding to 
it,” Olsen said.

Kalilangwe raised 
funds for the project, de-
signed the T-shirts and 
has been able to provide 
multiple copies of Read 
Woke books to the Ralston 
Public Schools district.

Olsen said there are 
many diverse titles in the 
Read Woke catalog.

“It’s really been some-
thing that the publish-
ing industry and authors 
have really worked to 
promote,” Olsen said. “I’d 
have to look up the sta-
tistic, but just a couple of 
years ago there was this 
statistic that I read that 
there were more children’s 
books about animals than 
there were about students 
of color, persons of color 
as the main character.”

“I know that students 
want to see themselves in 
the books that they read.”

Kalilangwe said it is 
vital for her peers to be 
exposed to a diverse set of 
literature.

“I feel like it is import-
ant because I feel like 
people should read books 
about other people and 
the stuff that they had to 
go through, like in the past 
and like all of the ways 
that they were treated,” 
Kalilangwe said.

“Some people weren’t 
as fortunate as other peo-
ple in other cultures and 
other races and stuff, so 
that was important to read 
these books, so you really 
know the history behind 
the color of our skin.”

Lentsch said she was in-
credibly proud of Kalilan-
gwe when she approached 
her for the project.

“I thought that it was 
the perfect project for her 
because she is very pas-
sionate about the Black 
Lives Matter movement,” 
Lentsch said. “So I was 
more than happy to help 
her with this project and 
she is almost halfway fin-
ished.”

Kalilangwe’s goal is to 
outfit the high school with
six more books with four 
copies of each book in the 
library. She also aims to 
place Read Woke books 
for RHS elementary, mid-
dle school and little free li-

braries in the surrounding 
area.

She is getting ready to 
do a social media project 
where she sends out posts 
about Black-themed books 
for Black History Month in 
February.

Lentsch said there is 
also talk of Kalilangwe 

doing a similar activity in 
March for Women’s Histo-
ry Month and focus on fa-
mous Black Americans or 
Black women throughout 
the world.

Kalilangwe needs at 
least 80 hours to complete 
the project.

“She’ll probably have 

many more than that and 
once she’s completed, she 
needs to go through an 
interview process with 
the spirit of Nebraska 
Girl Scout office and once
they are satisfied that she
has completed the project, 
then she’ll receive her gold 
award,” Lentsch said.

Ralston High School 
student goes for Girl 
Scouts’ highest honor 
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Karen Kalilangwe, sophomore at RHS, is going for her Girl Scout Gold Award by equipping 
libraries with Read Woke books.
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Stella Martin,15 bottom left, Mary Hines,14 bottom right,Maya Dooley14, top left and Abby 
Rath,15 and top right have some fun in the snow on Jan.25.

Fun in the snow
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Deb Groesser took her dog Zoey out for a walk in the show after the snowfall on Monday.
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