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Papillion has reached com-
mon ground with its neighbor 
to the west, but it didn’t come 
without reservations.

The Papillion City Coun-
cil voted by a 5-3 margin at its 
April 16  meeting to enter into a 
boundary agreement with Gret-
na.

A collaborative project be-
tween staff from both cities, the 
agreement serves as a compro-
mise when it comes to a future 
Interstate 80 interchange antic-
ipated at 192nd Street. Per the 
agreement, Gretna will take the 
area west of the interchange, 
while Papillion will take the area 
to the east. If the interchange is 
built slightly east or west of the 
192nd Street target, the agree-
ment would automatically shift 
with it. The boundary is con-
sistent with the existing agree-
ments between Gretna and La 
Vista in the north and Gretna 
and Springfield to the south.

The agreement also outlines 
other potential situations, in-
cluding how the cities might ad-
dress development that eventu-
ally covers both territories.

There is no timetable when 
that interchange would be in 
place.

Gretna Mayor Jim Timmer-
man said in a statement that he 
was pleased the two communi-
ties were able to find common
ground.

“The City of Gretna is pleased 
that Gretna and the City of Pa-
pillion could resolve the future 
boundaries of our two commu-
nities,” Timmerman said. “This 
will help each community plan 
for future development and 
work together with Sarpy Coun-
ty and MAPA on the future in-
terchange on Interstate 80.”

While the majority of the 
council members believe the 
agreement to be fair and equi-
table, a trio of council members 

did not see the agreement as one 
that would be beneficial to Pa-
pillion in the long term. Coun-
cil members Tom Mumgaard, 
Steve Sunde and Jason Gaines 
voted against the agreement.

“I have no problem with the 
agreement at the interchange, 
but what it doesn’t account for 
is the highway that will connect 
to the interchange,” Mumgaard 
said. “This agreement will have 
an irrational split of authority 
where the highway is built.”

Sunde agreed Papillion is not 
getting its fair share in the agree-
ment.

“Every map I see shows us 
getting just a toe hold of the in-
terchange and nothing of the fu-
ture highway,” he said. “I don’t 
think it’s in our best interest long 
term and I think we can get a 
better deal.”

The agreement looks to ap-
pease both cities, each of whom 
wants a piece of the future in-
terchange. Gretna’s 2017 annex-
ation proposal, pending a law-
suit filed by Sarpy County, had
originally claimed both sides of 
the interchange. Under the pro-
posed agreement, the area east 
of Interstate 80 targeted in Gret-
na’s 2017 annexation propos-
al — if ceded to the city in the 
future — would be immediately 
de-annexed and included in Pa-
pillion’s boundary area.

Councilman Bob Stubbe was 
in favor of the boundary agree-
ment, but remained hopeful the 
county would see through its 
lawsuit.

“I’m voting for it, but I en-
courage Sarpy County to push 
forward with what I consider 
to be an illegal annexation,” he 
said.

Councilman Steve Engberg 
believed the agreement to be fair 
for both sides, even though they 
may have both left the negotiat-
ing table a little uneasy.

“Did we get all we wanted? 
Perhaps not. Did Gretna? Prob-
ably not,” Engberg said. “But we 

did come to the table as adults 
and I think in the end, this will 
help us both grow. Both cit-
ies came in good faith to find a
workable solution.”

Councilwoman Lu Ann 

Kluch believed the negotiations 
showed good faith between the 
two parties.

“We’d always like to do more, 
but we have to understand the 
other community is doing the 

same thing,” she said. “Seeing 
that we were able to talk is go-
ing to end up being a good thing 
for the city. I think it shows a 
real partnership and that we can 
work with other cities.”

Agreement with Gretna narrowly passes

An eggs-traordinary day
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ABOVE: Shannessy Johnson, 7, meets the Easter Bunny Saturday at the La Vista Sports 
Complex during the annual City of La Vista Easter Egg Hunt. LEFT: Emerson Ortiz, 3, 
collects eggs.
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