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AUBREY TRAIL’S TRIAL

FBI agent
offers more
details on
finding body

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

WILBER, Neb. — Jurors in the
murder trial of Aubrey Trail got an
up close look Wednesday at photo-
graphs of the dismembered body
of a young woman he is accused
of killing as testimony in his trial
passed the halfway point.

FBI agent Eli McBride testi-
fied that Sydney Loofe’s body was
found in 13 different pieces on
Dec. 4 and 5, scattered in ditches
and wrapped in black plastic trash
bags along two gravel roads in ru-
ral Clay County.

Only one piece of her body, an
upper arm, was not found, accord-
ing to McBride.

One by one, a handful of pho-
tographs of the body parts were
viewed by each juror, then passed
on to the next juror.

One female juror rocked ner-
vously after viewing the pic-
tures. Others reacted with stern
and troubled looks on their faces.
There was more than one heavy
sigh. A hushed silence fell over the
ornate, wood-trimmed courtroom
during the viewing.

Loofe’s father and brother,
sitting in the front row of the
courtroom, bowed their heads
and looked to the floor as, only a
few feet away, jurors somberly

Also found in ditches
along county roads: a sex
toy, blood-smeared plastic
sheeting, wads of duct tape

T
hey cleaned their dinner
plates, swapped church
clothes for sweats and hus-
tled to the park where the
White City once shined.

Then Omaha’s greatest genera-
tion of athletes divvied up teams and
spread across an open field sprinkled
with divots and cockleburs.

Who’s kicking off?
Thousands of football fans flocked

to Tech High and Central on Friday
nights in the late 1950s and early ’60s,
but the real proving ground was Sun-
day afternoon at Kountze Park. No
fans necessary. Pickup football games
featured a collection of high school
stars, many of whom later played on
Sundays in NFL stadiums.

Leslie Webster, who would lead
Iowa State in rushing in 1966, got an-
gry one day at Dick Davis, who’d lead

Nebraska in rushing in 1967. Davis’
response: I don’t fight! Especially not
someone bigger and older, someone
he admired.

But Webster came after him, and
Davis, a wrestler, took him down.
Webster attacked again. Davis flipped
him on his back.

“I learned that day I’m as good as
anybody,” Davis said. “I just have to
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2020 ELECTION

Health care,
immigration
dominate first
Dem debate

MIAMI (AP) — Ten Democrats
railed against a national economy
and Republican administration
they said exist only for the rich
as presidential candidates debat-
ed onstage for the first time in the
young 2020 season, embracing
class warfare as a defining theme
in their fight to deny President
Donald Trump a second term in
office.

Health care and immigration,
more than any other issues, led the
debate. And Massachusetts Sen.
Elizabeth Warren, more than any-
one else, stood out — on her own
at times — in calling for “funda-
mental change” across the nation’s
economy and government to ad-
dress persistent issues of inequal-
ity.

“I think of it this way. Who is
this economy really working for?
It’s doing great for a thinner and
thinner slice at the top,” Warren

&24th Glory
The intersection of civil

rights and Omaha’s greatest
generation of athletes

A N 1 1 - PA R T S E R I E S
B Y D I R K C H AT E L A I N ,

W O R L D - H E R A L D S TA F F W R I T E R

PART FOUR: How the North Omaha safety net — and one critical coach — saved athletes like Gale and Roger Sayers.

At top, Kountze Place was the site of the 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition and later a battleground as black families tried to
integrate the wealthy neighborhood. In the 1950s and ’60s, Kountze Park was a proving ground for North Omaha athletes. Above

left, Central High’s Gale Sayers at a track meet in 1961. Above right, Gale’s older brother, Roger, at Omaha U. the same year.

See 24th & Glory: Page 4
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See Debate: Page 2

See Trail: Page 2


