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Some nations
loosen up;
others see
new peaks

ROME (AP) — While millions
of people took advantage of eas-
ing coronavirus lockdowns to en-
joy spring weather, some of the
world’s most populous countries
reported worrisome new peaks in
infections Sunday, including India,
which saw its biggest single-day
jump yet.

Second in population only to Chi-
na, India reported more than 2,600
new infections. In Russia, new
cases exceeded 10,000 for the first
time. The confirmed total death
toll in Britain climbed near that
of Italy, the epicenter of Europe’s
outbreak, even though the U.K.
population is younger than Italy’s,
and Britain had more time to pre-
pare before the pandemic hit.

The United States continues to
see tens of thousands of new in-
fections each day, with more than
1,400 additional deaths reported
Saturday.

Health experts have warned of a
potential second wave of infections
unless testing is expanded dra-
matically once the lockdowns are
relaxed. But pressure to reopen
keeps building after the weeks-
long shutdown of businesses
worldwide plunged the global
economy into its deepest slump
since the 1930s and wiped out mil-
lions of jobs.

At a virtual town hall Sunday
night, President Donald Trump ac-
knowledged that some Americans
are worried about getting sick
while others are concerned about
losing jobs.

In a virtual town hall,
Trump says U.S. economy
must reopen ‘safely but
as quickly as possible’

Delays in jobless aid make some feel forgotten

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Jessica Wagner
feels frustrated and forgotten.

She hasn’t worked for more
than a month, not since the coro-
navirus virtually eliminated
the travel industry. It could be
months more before the industry
gets up and running again.

But she has yet to see any help
from the government program
that’s supposed to provide a life-
line for people laid off from work.
In a Public Pulse letter, the Fre-
mont woman said she has hit only
dead ends when trying to call or
email the state unemployment
program to check on her claim for
unemployment insurance.

“If we cannot count on Nebras-

ka to assist with benefits our em-
ployers have paid in on during
times of crisis, when can we count
on them?” she wrote.

Wagner has plenty of company
these days, as pandemic-driven
layoffs have swamped the state’s
unemployment system. Thou-
sands of increasingly desperate
Nebraska workers are waiting for
unemployment checks more than
six weeks after the record-break-
ing surge in claims began.

Nebraska Labor Commission-
er John Albin acknowledged that

there have been unacceptable
problems and delays. He said the
State Department of Labor nor-
mally tries to get through all first-
time jobless claims in 21 days.
Now they are aiming to get 75%
done in 28 days, yet are falling
well short of that goal.

In an effort to catch up, the de-
partment has been adding work-
ers, changing tactics and stream-
lining its processes.

“I apologize if anyone’s been
out there waiting a long time,” Al-

Nebraska labor chief apologizes as system struggles to
process three years’ worth of claims in matter of weeks

RESTAURANTS’ FEELINGS ON
REOPENING DAY: ‘VERY MIXED’

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Ready or not, Nebraska will take
its first steps to reopen Monday as
Omaha restaurants, salons and
dentists move to the forefront.

Even as cases of the novel coro-
navirus rise in Omaha and a new
testing regimen just gets under-
way, Gov. Pete Ricketts says it’s
time to begin loosening pandemic
restrictions. He talks of finding a
new speed to the economy while
managing demands on the health
care system.

While some Nebraskans are
eager to put people back to work
and serve customers again, others
are anxious that the state is taking
a dangerous step before beating
down the coronavirus outbreak.

In this first step, restaurants can
resume limited dine-in service in
Douglas, Sarpy and Cass Counties,
and 56 other counties around Ne-
braska.

In those same counties, nail sa-
lons, beauty salons, barbershops,
massage therapists and tattoo par-
lors can reopen with restrictions,
and day cares can expand to 15
kids per room, up from 10.

You’ll have new sets of rules to
follow: No mask, no service at sa-
lons.

Statewide, churches can reopen
services to their congregants as of
Monday, setting up the possibility

As eateries and salons enter a new stage today, they ‘don’t know what this is going to look like’

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

The stage at Turner Park will remain empty this summer, with Jazz on the Green canceled, but Omaha will start opening up in other ways today.

OMAHA GIVES!

Nonprofits
depend more
than ever on
May 20 event

By BetSie freeMan

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Bethlehem House, an Omaha
agency that helps pregnant wom-
en and new moms, is busier than
ever, says Gina Tomes, its family
life director.

The organization operates a
residence and after-care program
for moms who are rebuilding lives
after drug abuse, domestic vio-
lence, homelessness and other is-
sues. The coronavirus pandemic,
with its job losses and uncertainty,
threatens to derail those clients,
Tomes said.

“They’re just vulnerable when
(things like) this happen,” she said.
“It’s scary.”

At the same time, expenses are
up because the house and assis-
tance program are at capacity, and
revenue is down, she said.

Those realities — also occurring
at other nonprofits — make Omaha
Gives! arguably more important
this year than at any time in its
eight-year history. A 24-hour fund-
raiser is set for May 20.

More than one-third of the non-
profits in the Omaha area have
reported a loss in operating in-
come since coronavirus erupt-
ed in early March, said Donna
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Local officials bemoan lack of social distancing after rowdy weekend. Page 4A

Accordion player and teen ‘makers’ spread kindness amid coronavirus. Page 5A

Parade welcomes return of Omaha funeral director who helped in N.Y. Page 6A

Despite risk, autoworkers answer call to make medical gear. Money, Page 8A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 5,659 78
Iowa 9,169 184
U.S. 1,122,486 65,735

*As of 10 p.m. Sunday

See Jobless: Page 2

See Donations: Page 2

At Village Pointe,
above, DSW shoe

store was open
last week, with a

limit on customers.
At the same mall,
Paradise Bakery

& Café, like other
restaurants in

Omaha, has been
limited to carryout

amid the pandemic.
But some dine-in

restrictions are
being eased today.
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