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MEDICAID IN NEBRASKA

WellCarehad
tosendmillions
inexcessprofit
tostate, feds

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — WellCare, a Tampa,
Florida-based company, raked in
more than five times the allowable
profit in its first year of managing
the care of Nebraska Medicaid pa-
tients.

WellCare of Nebraska is one of
three private companies that con-
tract with the state to administer
physical health, behavioral health
and pharmacy services for the ma-
jority of Medicaid patients.

Under the contract, the compa-
ny — which pulled in 15% profits
in its first year — had to turn back
profits exceeding 3% of revenues.
According to the Nebraska De-
partment of Health and Human
Services, the excess amounted to
$44.7 million for 2017.

Molly McCleery of Nebraska
Appleseed called the profit figures
“striking,” especially coming out
at a time when the advocacy orga-
nization is hearing from growing
numbers of providers and patients
about difficulty getting needed
care approved.

The figures surprised Laura
Redoutey, president of the Nebras-
ka Hospital Association, which

Its 15% profit in ’17 called
‘striking’ amid problems in
first year of 3 companies’
managed care contracts

Trump ready to ‘destroy Turkey’s economy’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Target-
ing Turkey’s economy, President
Donald Trump announced sanc-
tions Monday aimed at restraining
the Turks’ assault against Kurdish
fighters and civilians in Syria — an
assault Turkey began after Trump
announced he was moving U.S.
troops out of the way.

Meanwhile, the Americans
were scrambling for Syria’s ex-

its, a move criticized at home and
abroad as opening the door to a re-
surgence of the Islamic State. The
militants’ violent takeover of Syr-
ian and Iraqi territory five years
ago was the reason American forc-
es came in the first place.

Trump said the approximately
1,000 U.S. troops who had been
partnering with local Kurdish
fighters to battle the Islamic State

in northern Syria are leaving the
country. They will remain in the
Middle East, he said, to “monitor
the situation” and to prevent a re-
vival of the Islamic State — a goal
that Trump’s allies say has become
much harder as a result of the U.S.
pullout.

The Turks began attacks in Syr-

President announces sanctions and says 1,000 U.S.
troops who had been assisting Kurds are leaving Syria
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Portion of
Interstate 680
in western Iowa
will be renamed
880 to clear
up confusion.
Midlands

HUSKERS IN DUBLIN
Frost likes cultural opportunity for NU
players, exposure for program. Sports

Heading to
Ireland in 2021?
There’s Gaelic
football, too

World-Herald staff writer Paul Ham-
mel compiled five things Husker fans
must do while in Dublin for the 2021
Nebraska-Illinois game.

1. VISIT A LOCAL PUB
There’s “Nebraska Nice” and

there’s definitely “Ireland Nice,”
particularly when it comes to the
local pub. Plenty of local characters
there, and they’re a colorful, usually
talkative bunch. The Irish, as a rule,
are very curious about America,
since so many of their kin emigrated
here. Buying a pint for your new
friends is recommended. And the
favor will mostly likely be returned.

2. TAKE IN A LOCAL
SPORTING EVENT

There’s rugby and soccer, but the
Irish particularly love their Gaelic
football. It’s a sport unique to the
Emerald Isle that is sort of like
soccer, except you can tackle the

drIVING HOMe MeSSAGe
ON MALe breAST CANCer

By Julie anderSon

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When a state trooper pulled her
over in South Carolina this summer,
Patricia Washburn was prepared for
him to ask how fast she’d been going.

But when she rolled down her win-
dow, the 33-year-old patrolman leaned
down and asked her a question that
had nothing to do with how she’d been
driving and everything to do with
what she was driving.

“What are the symptoms of male
breast cancer?” he asked.

After Washburn’s husband, Marlyn,
died in May 2017 of breast cancer, the
Omaha woman wrapped his last car
— a Dodge Dart — in breast cancer
awareness logos and slogans to let
men know it can happen to them, too.

At the car wrap company’s sugges-
tion, she also put his photograph on
the hood. Taken at Christmas 2016,
around the time he was diagnosed, the
66-year-old retired school administra-
tor appears healthy. He’d just made
dinner for about 25 family members.
But the cancer already had spread

from his left breast to his liver, lymph
nodes, lungs, bones and brain.

Ever since, Washburn has taken her
message — printed on the car as well
as on the T-shirts she often wears — all
over the country, speaking to groups
large and small about the disease and
visiting sufferers and survivors. She’s
often accompanied by a grandchild or
a friend.

Washburn said getting the word out
is important because most men aren’t
aware that they can get breast cancer.
Most aren’t taught to check for it.

Male breast cancer is relatively
rare compared to the female ver-
sion. A woman’s risk of getting breast
cancer in her lifetime is about one in
eight; for men, the risk is roughly one
in 833. An estimated 2,670 men will be
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2019,
according to the American Cancer
Society. For women, the estimate is
268,600.

Like the trooper, people notice
Washburn’s car and her black T-shirts
with their entwined blue and pink rib-

Since her husband’s
death, Omahan has been

on a mission to inform
men about the disease

Car stolen with dog inside
Des Moines woman is
reunited with her dog in

Omaha. Midlands
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WINNERS AREN’T U.S. FRIENDS
Actions in Syria benefit Assad, Iran,
Russia, Islamic State. Page 8A

See Syria: Page 8See Ireland: Page 2

Marlyn Washburn died of breast
cancer in 2017. At top is his
widow, Patricia, with Marlyn’s car
— now an awareness billboard. See Breast cancer: Page 2
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