
What to expect as Omaha and
Lincoln move to Phase 3 of

Ricketts’ reopening plan
By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

With the coronavirus pandem-
ic continuing, Nebraska takes its
next step Monday to lift restric-
tions, restart activities and open
to more business.

As of last week, Nebraska was
still adding an average of about
170 new COVID-19 cases a day.

But citing progress and en-
couraging signs in fighting the
virus, Gov. Pete Ricketts autho-
rized a further loosening of his
directed health measures.

Certain rule changes around
sports and elective surgeries
will apply statewide.

A total of 89 counties, includ-
ing the Omaha metro area and
Lincoln, will move to what’s con-
sidered Phase 3 of reopening, al-

lowing further opening of large
gatherings, bars, restaurants,
child care centers and a number
of other places.

In the remaining four counties
— Dakota, Hall, Hamilton and
Merrick — the public health re-
strictions will open up to Phase
2, where the other counties are
now.

Here’s an explainer of how the
new rules work and where Ne-
braska stands on the pandemic.

THE CORONAVIRUS IS STILL
SPREADING. WHY IS THE
GOVERNOR DOING THIS NOW?

Ricketts wants to “get Nebras-
ka growing” after the economic
hit from the pandemic. The gov-
ernor’s approach is to reopen
step by step, letting each phase

AS RULES EASE FURTHER,
CONTAINMENT STILL ELUSIVE

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Starting Monday, bars and
restaurants in 89 of Nebraska’s
93 counties, including in the
Omaha and Lincoln areas, will
be allowed to open at 100% of
capacity, up from 50%.

Patrons will be able to take a
seat at the bar for the first time
since March, when COVID-19
brought that and a host of other
normal activities to a screech-
ing halt. Child care centers can
accept more kids. And nursing
homes can reopen to visitors af-
ter clearing baseline testing for
staff and residents.

By July 1, practices and
games for contact sports such as
football and soccer will be per-
mitted.

Meanwhile, Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts has previewed
a fourth phase of reopening at
a yet-to-be-determined future
date. And schools, colleges and
universities are planning a fall
return to the classroom.

Ricketts has said the easing of
restrictions is supported by data
indicating a declining number of
cases of COVID-19 in the state.
New daily case counts peaked at
677 on May 7 and generally have
drifted downward since then.

Health officials caution, how-
ever, that while the decline in
cases is good news, the virus is
by no means gone.

Wednesday, the state had av-
eraged 171 new cases a day over
the preceding seven days. Not
counting Washington, D.C., Ne-

Bars and restaurants can open
at full capacity in most of state

today; evidence for masks grows

RUSH TO DISINFECT

Chemicals used at businesses
create health worries of their own

BloomBerg news

Businesses across the U.S. have
begun intensive COVID-19 dis-
infection regimens, exposing re-
turning workers and consumers
to some chemicals that are largely
untested for human health, a de-
velopment that’s alarming health
and environmental safety experts.

The rush to disinfect is well-in-
tentioned. Executives want to
protect employees while abiding
by U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention guidelines (and
to avoid liability). Pre-pandemic,
corporate cleaning staffs typically
“freshened” lobbies every three
hours, sanitized restrooms every
four hours and cleaned other areas

at night, said Rich Feczko, national
director of systems, standards and
innovation at Crothall Healthcare,
which cleans hundreds of hospi-
tals, as well as offices and univer-
sities.

That pace has now accelerated.
“Our frequencies have ramped up
in public places like lobbies and
elevators to six to eight times per
day,” Feczko said. Restrooms are
cleaned every two hours. “Before
the pandemic, clients were hap-
py if their trash was emptied and
vacuum marks were in the plush
carpet,” said Jill Frey, owner of
Ohio-based Cummins Facility
Services. Now, customers ask for
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Trump’s remark on slowing down coronavirus testing draws criticism. Page 2A

‘Long haulers’ tell of being sick with virus for many weeks or months. Page 5A

Unlike past pandemics, COVId-19 was spread by affluent travelers. Page 7A

There’s still no certainty football can be played here or anywhere this fall. Sports
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always made time for his kids,
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Shifting police duties
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INCREASES IN BRAZIL, U.S., INDIA

WHO reports largest single-day
jump in new coronavirus cases

GENEVA (AP) — The World
Health Organization on Sunday
reported the largest single-day in-
crease in coronavirus cases by its
count, at more than 183,000 new
cases in the previous 24 hours.

The U.N. health agency said
Brazil led the way with 54,771 cas-
es tallied, and the U.S. was next at
36,617. More than 15,400 came in
India.

Experts said rising case counts
can reflect multiple factors, in-
cluding more widespread testing
as well as broader infection.

Overall in the pandemic, WHO
reported 8,708,008 cases — 183,020
in the past 24 hours — with 461,715
deaths worldwide, a daily increase
of 4,743.

More than two-thirds of those
new deaths were reported in the
Americas.

In Spain, officials ended a nation-
al state of emergency after three
months of lockdown, allowing its
47 million residents to freely trav-
el around the country for the first
time since March 14. The country
also dropped a 14-day quarantine
for visitors from Britain and the
26 European countries that allow
visa-free travel.

But there was only a trickle of
travelers at Madrid-Barajas Air-
port, which on a normal June day
would be bustling.

“This freedom that we now have,
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Barricades keep people walking on one-way paths at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium. As the move toward more normal life continues in Nebraska today, child care
centers can accept more kids and nursing homes can reopen to visitors after clearing baseline testing for staff and residents.
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