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RECYCLING

$4 million bid
is twice what
Omaha was
prepared for

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha has been bracing to pay
more to recycle residents’ plastic,
paper and aluminum. This week,
city officials got their first look at
the new bill: up to $4 million.

Mayor Jean Stothert and the
City Council have for months dis-
cussed the need to set aside up to
$2 million in the 2021 city budget
for recycling costs. But when the
city unsealed the sole bid to pro-
cess recycling Wednesday, offi-
cials learned that the estimated
cost could double.

Stothert told The World-Herald
that the bid from current proces-
sor Firstar Fiber is “so unaccept-
able” that she’s considering all
options, including rebidding the
contract with a different approach.

“I am stunned with the ($4 mil-
lion) bid received from Firstar
Fiber, which would put unneeded
stress on the already tight city
budget,” she said.

If the bid is accepted for 2021
through 2026, the city would go in
one decade from profiting from re-
cycling to paying $4 million a year.

City officials have said a $2 mil-
lion cost could be managed without
a tax increase. It’s unclear what
might happen if the recycling con-
tract costs $4 million.

Firstar Fiber CEO Dale Gubbels
said the company needs the new
contract so his company can invest
more than $3 million in upgrades
to its sorting plant near 108th and
I Streets. Those improvements

Stothert is ‘stunned’ by
the yearly price from the
sole bidder and considers
restarting the process

Lawmaker says ‘simple economics’
would solve prison staffing problem

By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A “staffing emer-
gency” declared this week at the
state’s largest prison can’t be
solved without hiking wages of
corrections officers by $3 to $4 an
hour to compete in a tight labor
market, a leading state senator on
corrections issues said Friday.

“It’s frustrating to us to see a
problem that can be solved by
simple economics,” said State Sen.

Steve Lathrop of Omaha.
A union official told Lathrop and

other state lawmakers that the
Douglas and Sarpy County Jails
regularly lure away state correc-
tions employees with higher wag-
es and less required overtime.

Mike Chipman of the Frater-
nal Order of Police Lodge 88 said
corporals start at state prisons
at $18.44 an hour, compared with
$21.25 an hour at the Sarpy and
Douglas County Jails.

Ex-Naval Academy chief, Top Gun
grad is top pick to be NU leader

By rick ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Walter “Ted” Carter
sat with his hands folded as University
of Nebraska representatives gushed
about him, and it appeared that he had
made another safe landing.

Carter holds the American record
for aircraft carrier-based plane land-
ings, and on Friday, he landed in Ne-

braska to accept his role as the sole
finalist for the NU presidency.

The 60-year-old spent the past five
years as superintendent of the U.S.
Naval Academy in Maryland and one

year before that as president of the
U.S. Naval War College in Rhode Is-
land.

Having retired from the Navy as a
vice admiral this year, he sought an-
other challenge.

“I thought this might be a fit for
me,” he said Friday evening.

As the priority candidate, he will

Retired vice admiral is likely
to be officially hired after 30

days; he calls job ‘next calling’
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Retired Vice Adm. Walter “Ted” Carter, 60, the priority candidate for the University of Nebraska presidency, at a press conference in Lincoln on Friday.
He led the U.S. Naval Academy for five years and the U.S. Naval War College for one. He flew combat missions in Bosnia, Iraq and elsewhere.
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Frost and Huskers look to right the ship after
bumpy seas in first half of season. Sports

U.S. will send troops and armored
vehicles to protect Syrian oil fields

BRUSSELS (AP) — The United
States will send armored vehicles
and combat troops into eastern
Syria to keep oil fields from poten-
tially falling into the hands of Is-
lamic State militants, U.S. Defense
Secretary Mark Esper said Friday.

It was the latest sign that ex-
tracting the military from Syria is
more uncertain and complicated
than President Donald Trump is
making it out to be. Though Trump
repeatedly says he is pulling out of
Syria, the reality on the ground is

different.
Adding armored reinforce-

ments in the oil-producing area of
Syria could mean sending several
hundred U.S. troops — even as a
similar number are being with-
drawn from a separate mission
closer to the border with Turkey
where Russian forces have been
filling the vacuum.

Esper described the added force
as “mechanized,” which means
it probably will include armored

Drover is as good as new
Less than a year after a major

fire, the rebuilt steakhouse
is exactly as Omahans

remember it. Living
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