
WEEKEND ARRESTS

Protesters,
jail officials
at odds over
treatment

By AliA Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Amanda Humes and Ben
Schacht have carefully consid-
ered which local protests to attend
among several over the past two
months.

In early June, they attended a
vigil for Zachary Bear Heels, who
died in 2017 after he was punched
and shocked with a Taser by Oma-
ha police officers. Two days later,
they marched down Dodge Street
to Memorial Park — a week after
James Scurlock was killed.

Saturday’s gathering, which
started at Midtown Crossing and
was held to stand in solidarity with
Portland and demand justice for
Scurlock, was near the married
couple’s residence. They trusted
the organizers and took part in the
peaceful protest.

But they didn’t return home un-
til early Monday morning, after
little sleep and an overnight stay
at the Douglas County Jail.

What they learned while there is
that the arresting and booking pro-
cess is not a smooth one.

“There was this feeling of hope-
lessness. It didn’t feel like there
was a person in there who was in-
terested in listening or helping,”
said Humes, 33. “This feeling
that you’re up against this system
of processing … you don’t know
where you are in that process or
how long it will take.”

The 120 protesters who were

Officials say they did their
best with influx; protesters
object to overcrowded
cells, delays in processing

Experimental vaccine put to the test

The AssoCiATed Press

The biggest test yet of an ex-
perimental COVID-19 vaccine got
underway Monday with the first
of some 30,000 Americans rolling
up their sleeves to receive shots
created by the U.S. government
as part of the all-out global race to
stop the outbreak.

Final-stage testing of the vac-
cine, developed by the National

Institutes of Health and Moderna
Inc., began with volunteers at var-
ious U.S. sites given either a real
shot or a dummy without being
told which.

It will be months before results
trickle in, and there is no guar-
antee the vaccine will ultimate-
ly work against the scourge that
has killed about 650,000 people
around the world, including almost

150,000 in the U.S.
As if to underline how high the

stakes are, there were more set-
backs in efforts to contain the vi-
rus.

In Washington, the White House
disclosed that national security
adviser Robert O’Brien has the
coronavirus — the highest-ranking
U.S. official to test positive so far.

The move to restart the national
pastime ran into trouble just five
days into the long-delayed season:
Two major league baseball games

In the race to stop the outbreak of coronavirus, about
30,000 volunteers in the U.S. have begun receiving shots

OMAHA MASK MANDATE
MAY BEGIN NEXT WEEK

By reeCe risTAu And Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

A proposed order that could require
Omahans to wear masks in indoor public
places as early as Aug. 3 got the backing
Monday of the Douglas County Board of
Health.

The five members of the nine-mem-
ber board who were present all voted
in favor of the resolution. It signaled to
County Health Director Adi Pour that
the board supports her exercising her
power to implement a mask mandate to
help slow the spread of the coronavirus.

Pour said her office will work with
Omaha city attorneys to draft language
of an order for Omaha. County officials
will be doing the same for the rest of
the county. An order in Omaha could be
ready by the end of the week and go into

effect early next week.
Chris Rodgers, president of the coun-

ty health board, stressed that the board’s
resolution comes in support of Pour is-
suing a mask order. Pour has the author-
ity under city code to take the step on
her own within Omaha’s city limits.

“The health director is not going
rogue,” he said.

A Monday morning public hearing on
the resolution attracted several oppo-
nents. Some said they’re happy to wear
masks in certain settings but that a man-

Proposed order requiring Omahans to wear masks in
indoor public places gets approval by health board

L I L Y S M I T H / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts has said he is looking into the legality of mask mandates in both Douglas and Lancaster Counties.
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Major films remain idled
Movie theaters push for studios to
release long-delayed blockbusters.
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 24,899 317
Iowa 42,616 834
U.S. 4,288,012 148,009

*As of 10 p.m. Monday

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

A nurse gives Melissa Harting of Harpersville, New York, an injection Monday
as the world’s biggest study of a possible COVID-19 vaccine gets underway.See Vaccine: Page 2

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Republicans release a $1 trillion
virus aid package. Page 5A

MORE ON UNREST INSIDE
Tensions rise at a Portland protest
early Monday. Page 6A

See Masks: Page 2

Sen. Briese pushes for declining federal tax cuts

By PAul hAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A state senator
says he’s “reasonably confident”
he has the votes to pass a bill al-
lowing Nebraska to not imple-
ment some federal tax cuts aimed
at helping distressed businesses
impacted by COVID-19.

To do so, State Sen. Tom Briese
of Albion will have to overcome
a full-court press by the state’s
business lobby, which argued
Monday that the tax cuts are sore-
ly needed to avoid the closure
of restaurants, hotels and other
businesses hardest hit by income
losses.

But Briese, a farmer, said that

“decoupling,” or declining the
federal tax changes, would free
up nearly $250 million in reve-
nue over three years that could
be used for a higher tax priority
for Nebraskans — property tax
relief.

“We have to keep our eyes on
the prize, and property tax relief
is the prize,” the rural senator
said. “It’s the marquee issue in
the state.”

Briese spoke after a noon-
time public hearing before the

Legislature’s Revenue Commit-
tee on his proposal for Nebraska
to decouple tax cuts adopted as
part of the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Securi-
ty Act, or CARES Act. Nebraska
is among the states that automat-
ically adopt federal tax changes
unless state officials decide to
decouple from those changes.
The CARES Act tax changes give
businesses more flexibility in

He says ‘decoupling’ business tax cuts from virus aid
will free up $250 million to use for property tax, schools

See Cuts: Page 2

Struggling area
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With safeguards
in place at
practice, NU
women are ‘all
just happy to
be playing.’
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