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Often those convicted of a fel-
ony might never break away from 
the cycle of imprisonment.

One ex-con refused to be a part 
of the cycle, though, and is now 
helping fellow felons move for-
ward in their lives.

Tony Horner was convicted of 
a felony in 2007 and at the same 
time was dealing with alcoholism. 
Horner said he was denied an en-
try-level job in 2017 due to his 
criminal history and felt frustrated 
because of the experience.

“I felt as though 10 years should 
be adequate. I have not had any 
criminal history since then. It was 
just so jaw-dropping, to me that, 
I just couldn’t get a basic job,” 
Horner said.

Horner said after this job search 
experience, he searched within 
himself to figure out a plan for his 
life.

As if figuring out a life plan was 
not enough of a challenge, Horner 
began to experience some health 
issues at the same time.

“I started to have liver issues 
from my alcoholism that I dealt 
with for a long time. So, I looked at 
holistic ways to help heal my liver,” 
Horner said.

Along his health journey, Horner 
attended a vinegar making work-
shop at City Sprouts in Omaha, 
where he gained knowledge of 
fermentation and took off.

“I was making my own kombu-
cha with vinegar cultures and it 
was delicious. It was great stuff,” 
Horner said. “I think I have a prod-
uct here where I could actually 
make a difference in other people’s 

lives.”
Horner then investigated the 

manufacturing practices and 
studied breweries and other re-
lated businesses and processes 
for around a year. He also worked 
as a bar manager and got firsthand 
experience on how a microbrewery 
functions.

Horner was left out of a job 
once the pandemic hit, and it was 
during this time where he threw 
himself into his passion for kom-
bucha tea, which eventually led to 
Fermented Felon.

Horner’s Fermented Felon 
brews kombucha tea right out of 
Bellevue. Kombucha tea is a mix-
ture of water, sugar, black tea and 
a SCOBY (symbiotic culture of 
bacteria and yeast).

The solution ferments for seven 
days, after which fruit and spices 
are added. Then the mixture is 
bottled and carbonation builds 
up, resulting in a bubbly probiotic 
drink.

Kombucha contains antioxi-
dants, organic acids, phytonutri-
ents and minerals.

“I wanted to make my kombucha 
specifically for people that needed 
to regrow their liver, people with 
arthritis, people with circulatory 
issues, all that stuff, “ Horner said.

Horner said he has received 
feedback that has confirmed to 
him that what he set out to do with 
Fermented Felon was the right 
path for him.

“I wanted a company that 
walked the walk as well as talked 
the talked and I feel like I’ve done 
that,” Horner said.

In addition to his work with Fer-
mented Felon, Horner is working 

with RISE Academy-Nebraska Re-
entry Program, to help his fellow 
ex-convicts.

“They have a business academy 
and they actually offered it to me 
if I wanted to take it, since I’m a 
felon as well. So I did and I ended 
up doing well with it,” Horner said. 
“Right now, I’m actually mentor-
ing a gentleman that wants to start 
a chili stand at farmers markets.”

Horner said his life has come full 
circle now through his work with 
RISE.

“It’s so fulfilling getting to learn 
about other people and help them 
grow,” Horner said.

Horner also works with the 
Sienna Francis House, which 
services a portion of the Omaha 
homeless population, many of 
whom are ex-convicts.

“They don’t have any place to 
go and even if they were in a work 
prison here in Nebraska, they don’t 
get paid enough for them to get out 
and to be able to find adequate em-
ployment, adequate housing, ad-
equate any of that stuff,” Horner 
said.

He said this causes a lot of 
ex-convicts to become homeless.

“Just knowing that hopeless-
ness, coming from being a former 
addict, I can relate to that hope-
lessness and feeling alone from 
other people. I feel like I bring that 
compassion to the table that I re-
ally do feel for them,” Horner said.

Fermented Felon is sold at sev-
eral grocery stores in the Omaha 
area, including the Shadow Lake 
Hy-Vee, 11650 S 73rd St.

For more information on Fer-
mented Felon, visit fermented-
felon.com.

Fermented Felon serves 
kombucha tea with a cause
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Tony Horner is the creator and owner of Fermented Felon, a line of kombucha tea drinks, brewed in Bellevue.
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The Bellevue City Council met 
and discusses the following at its 
Nov. 16 meeting:

 � The council proclaimed Nov. 
16, 2021 as “Brandon Schutt Day.”

Schutt is a senior at Bellevue 
East High School that reached 
national headlines when he took 
the time to helped Omaha Burke’s 
Blake Cerveny, a fellow cross 
country runner cross the finish 
line at the district meet on Oct. 15.

Cerveny had collapsed for the 
fourth time in the race and was 
around 30 meters ahead of Schutt 
at the time of his last fall.

Cerveny had only been on the 
ground for five seconds before 
Schutt helped him up and to the 
finish line.

 �  The council introduced the 
first reading of an ordinance that 
would rezone Lot 1C, Except Part 
for NRD, Palmtag’s Subdivision; 
that part of Tax Lot F1A and Part 
of Tax Lot J southwesterly of 
NRD taking; and Tax Lot F1B and 
Part of Tax Lot H; all located in 
the Southwest 1/4 of Section 11, 
T13N, R13E of the 6th P.M.,Sarpy 
County, NE, from BNH to ML for 
the purpose of industrial devel-
opment.

 �  Introduced the first reading 
of an ordinance that would rezone 
Lots 1 and 2, Marchio’s Subdivi-
sion Replat 1, being a replat of Lot 
1, Marchio’s Subdivision, from 
residential estate zone to single 
family residential for the purpose 
of single-family residential devel-
opment.

 �  Introduced the first read-
ing of an ordinance that would 
rezone the North 1/2 of the East 
35.2’ of Lot 2, and the North 1/2 of 
Lot 3, Tiller’s Hillcrest Addition, 
from single-family residential to 
RD-60 for the purpose of duplex 
residential.

 �  Introduced the first reading 
of an ordinance that would rezone 
Lot 1, Fort Crook Addition, from 
BG to ML for the purpose of out-
door storage.

 �  Introduced the first reading 
of an ordinance to redefine ward 
boundaries due to the 2020 Cen-
sus. The ward boundaries were 
last changed in 2019 due to a an-
nexation.

 �  Approved a resolution for a 
park expenditure for Sanitary Im-
provement District No. 263 Brook 

Park/Brookside, in an amount not 
to exceed $50,960. The SID is re-
questing to install a small foot-
bridge over a waterway crossing 
in the park.

The SID engineers have indi-
cated the footbridge will solve a 
drainage issue in the park area.

 �  Approved a resolution au-
thorizing Mayor Rusty Hike to 
sign the Annual Year-End Certi-
fication of City Street Superinten-
dent Form 2021, verifying Robert 
Joseph Riggs as the City Street 
Superintendent from Jan. 1, 2021 
to Dec. 31, 2021.

 �  Approve and authorized 
the Mayor to sign the HUD Form 
7015.15,a request for the release 
of funds and certifications and to 
submit to HUD.

 �  Approved the purchase a 
current model year 2022 Ford 
Super Duty F350 Crew Cab from 
National Auto Fleet Group, in an 
amount not to exceed $49,466.70. 
This vehicle will replace one in the 
Public Works Department’s fleet 
that was deemed unsalvageable 
due to rusting through the flatbed.

 � Approved the purchase a 
current model year 2022 Chev-
rolet Colorado LT Extended Cab 
Truck from Beardmore Chevrolet, 
Inc., in an amount not to exceed 
$32,595. This new vehicle will al-
low for the partial retirement of an 
older fleet vehicle.

 �  Approved and authorized the 
mayor to sign the Supplemental 
Agreement with Alfred Benesch & 
Company to complete remaining 
construction for the 2021 Con-
crete Projects, in an amount not 
to exceed $28,588.

 �  Approved and authorized 
Mayor to sign a contract with 
Judd Bros. Construction Co., for 
the New South Lift Station, Brown 
River Lift Station Improvements 
and Force Main Project, in an 
amount not to exceed $4,775,000 
and Change Order No. 1, resulting 
in a price decrease of $351,340, for 
a revised amount of $4,423,660 
plus a 10% contingency of of 
$442,366, resulting in a total proj-
ect cost of $4,866,026.

 �  Approved and authorized 
the Mayor to sign the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Funding Approval/Agreement, in 
an amount of $335,360

The next Bellevue City Council 
meeting will be on Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. 
at City Hall, 1500 Wall St.

Bellevue City Council recap
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Bellevue City Council meeting are held at 1500 Wall St.
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PAPILLION LA VISTA 
HIGH SCHOOL

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cody Trofholz, head coach said he is look-

ing forward to building off of a 14-9 in the 
2020-21 season.

One of the key pieces for the Papio team 
figures to be senior Caitlyn Ryan.

“She’s been on our varsity team since she 
was a freshman, she led us in just about 
every statistical category last year as a ju-
nior,” Trofholz said.

The only two categories Ryan did not 
lead the team in were points per game, in 
which she was second.

Trofholz said another player that will 
contribute to the team is senior Brook-
lynn Wrice.

Wrice is a returning point guard for the 
Monarchs and has been in the program 

since her freshman year.
“She’s our floor general, she commu-

nicates and is kind of our vocal leader, so 
we are expecting big things out of her as 
well,” Trofholz said.

Trofholz said he wants his team to play 
up-temp and fast.

“We want to get as many fast break op-
portunities as we can. We are going to ad-
vance the ball up the court if we have some-
one ahead of, we are going to throw it to 
them. Our wings are taught to sprint, our 

five is taught to sprint as hard as they can 
at the rim,” Trofholz said.

He said the goal of this style of play is to 
try creating an advantage number wise and 
to put the pressure on opposing defenses.

The Monarchs’ first home game this year 
will be against Bellevue West High School 
on Dec. 10.

SWIM AND DIVE
The Papillion La Vista swim team saw 

success last year at the state meet.
The boys’ and girls’ teams both finished 

seventh.
Papio also saw its first state champion 

crowned since 1994 in Olivia Dendinger in 
the 200 individual medley.

Head coach Nick Baker said the team did 
graduate some seniors last year, but the 
team had a strong junior class that will hit 
the pool this season as seniors.

Along with Dendinger returning, the girl’s 

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW

Plenty of talent in Sarpy County as winter sport season nears

Please see SPORTS, Page 4
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