
State Patrol demonstrates importance of seat
belts with ‘The Persuader.’ Midlands

OMAHA HQ WILL CLOSE

200-plus
Hayneedle
employees
will lose jobs

By Cindy Gonzalez

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Another Omaha corporate head-
quarters is history as more than
200 Hayneedle employees were
told Thursday that they’d be laid
off and their home base closed.

Set to shut down is the main
office near 90th Street and West
Dodge Road and an off-site pho-
tography studio.

About 100 area workers will
retain jobs and will consolidate at
the online retailer’s Sarpy County
call center. The Hayneedle brand
also will stay alive, and customers
can continue to shop for specialty
home items on Hayneedle.com.

The changes come four years
after Hayneedle was acquired by
another online retailer, Jet.com,
which shortly thereafter was ac-
quired by Walmart.

Since then, Hayneedle had con-
tinued to operate as a stand-alone
business with its own president.

But the time has come for
Walmart.com to absorb the
Hayneedle business and common
roles, said Meredith Klein, direc-
tor of public relations for Walmart.
com Acquired Brands.

“We are integrating the Haynee-
dle business and select functions
within Walmart.com,” she said.
“The Hayneedle.com website will
continue to operate, offering spe-
cialty home items for customers
while enhancing the diversity of
assortment on Walmart.com, in-
cluding access to Hayneedle’s pri-
vate brands — Belham Living and
Coral Coast.”

Employees were told Thursday
of the layoffs. Klein said they’d
be given at least 60 days’ notice,
outplacement services and an invi-
tation to apply for available roles
within the Walmart network.

“Our focus foremost is on help-
ing the associates affected, and
supporting them through this dif-
ficult transition,” she said.

Just eight months ago, Haynee-
dle eliminated 239 workers from

Owner Walmart will absorb
business that once had
700 workers here; 100 will
remain at Sarpy call center

MAYOR WANTS $200 MILLION IN
STREET BONDS ON MAY BALLOT

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Coming off last year’s pothole ex-
plosion and her community outreach
about Omaha’s streets, Mayor Jean
Stothert now wants to put a fix before
Omaha voters.

Stothert announced Thursday that
she will ask the City Council to put a
$200 million bond issue on the May 12
ballot as she tries to establish a long-
term plan to address Omaha’s lagging
street maintenance.

It would cost Omaha taxpayers —
$35 more in property taxes a year for
every $100,000 on your property val-
uation.

But Stothert stressed that it’s im-
portant for voters to decide the issue.

“We can stop the deterioration of
our infrastructure,” Stothert said.
“But it will take all of us to agree that
it’s worth the expense.”

Omaha drivers have long griped
about the state of Omaha’s streets.
Thursday, Stothert said city leaders
have shorted street funding in Omaha

for at least 50 years.
She said Omaha spends $41 million

annually on street repair — but needs
to be spending more like $75 million
a year. The bond issue would address
what she says is a $34 million annual
shortfall.

The $200 million in bond funding
would allow the city to put $40 million
into street repair each year for five
years.

But that would cover only a portion
of the city’s streets. Stothert said the
city would need to come back with a
series of bond issues — subject to ap-
proval from future voters — to keep

Without the extra funds,
she says, the city ‘will never
catch up’ on potholes and

other road needs

B R E N D A N S U L L I VA N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

The first proposed project using the “Street Preservation Fund” would improve neighborhood and arterial roads that weren’t built to city standards.
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IMPEACHMENT

Trump trial could pose risk to
reelection bids of Ernst, Sasse

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — The out-
come of President Donald
Trump’s impeachment trial may
be a foregone conclusion, but its
handling could affect Republican
senators who will share a ballot
with him in November.

Sens. Joni Ernst of Iowa and
Nebraska’s Ben Sasse are both
seeking their second terms in
2020. Both have criticized the
House Democrats presenting the
case against Trump and voted re-
peatedly with their fellow GOP
senators this week against ef-
forts to seek new witnesses and
documents.

Democrats say those votes
could help swing competitive
races in purple states such as
Ernst’s and cite polls in which
Americans favor additional wit-
nesses and documents.

“The question is — will our Re-
publican colleagues rise to their
constitutional mandate to create

a fair trial, and I don’t think it
will sit very well with history or
with the American people if they
don’t,” Senate Minority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said
Thursday. “Everyone here who’s
elected has some duty to listen to
their constituents. Their constit-
uents are saying witnesses and
documents.”

But Ernst was defiant when
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By paul haMMel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WILBER, Neb. — Discussions
about killing someone to join a
coven of witches, or producing a
“snuff film” of torture and mur-
der to make money, returned to
a courtroom in Saline County on
Thursday.

This time, it was testimony by
an FBI agent to back up the fil-
ing of a third charge — conspir-
acy to commit murder — against
Bailey Boswell, who was already
charged with first-degree mur-
der and improper disposal of hu-
man remains in the death of Lin-
coln store clerk Sydney Loofe.

After two hours of testimony

and arguments, Saline County
Judge Linda Bauer ruled that
Boswell should stand trial on the
additional charge during her tri-
al in March.

Boswell’s boyfriend, Aubrey
Trail, 53, faced the same three
charges. He pleaded guilty to
the improper disposal of human
remains charge shortly before
his trial started in June and was
found guilty by a jury of the two
other charges in July. He awaits
a hearing beginning June 23 to
determine whether he’ll receive
a death sentence or life in prison.

Boswell, a 25-year-old native
of Leon, Iowa, appeared pale and
rocked or swiveled in her chair
through most of Thursday’s hear-
ing.

FBI Special Agent Mike
Maseth was the lone testifier, re-
counting how the investigation
into Loofe’s disappearance led to
an apartment in Wilber, where he

Third charge is added for
Bailey Boswell’s March trial

CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT MURDER

Her charges now match
those of Aubrey Trail,
whose death penalty
hearing starts June 23
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