
Voting will be different this primary day

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Tuesday’s primary during a
pandemic is not your parents’
election. It’s a lot more like your
great-grandfather’s experience
during the 1918 Spanish flu.

Nebraska voters who haven’t
already voted early will still head
to their polling places, which state
and local election officials say will
be staffed and open. They’ll still
stand in orderly lines, albeit far-
ther apart.

They’ll tell a poll worker who
they are. They’ll grab a ballot and
return sleeve and get to vote. But
a lot will look and feel different.
Starting with the stickers — some
counties are opting out.

Here’s what to expect if you’re

going to vote or if you still need to
return your mail-in ballot:

WHERE TO VOTE
Nebraska polling places are

largely open. Douglas County,
home to Omaha, consolidated or
moved a smattering of polling
places across the city, although it
made few changes in the eastern
part of Omaha.

People who want to know where
to vote Tuesday should check the
Nebraska secretary of state’s web-
site for polling places, votercheck.

Expect social distancing on Tuesday; sanitation measures
could mean casting a vote in person will take extra time

Churches welcome back Omahans
with blessings and ‘a wave of peace’

By Kevin Cole

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

There were quick waves of the
hand and some fingers wiggling
but no hugs Sunday as the people
of St. Cecilia Cathedral filed into
the pews for Mass.

“It’s so good to see all of you,”
Deacon James Tardy said from the
altar five minutes before 9:30 a.m.
Mass began. “I think that I speak
for the whole staff when I say that
Mass is not complete without all of
you.”

Many churches in Omaha re-
mained closed Sunday as a pre-
caution during the coronavirus
pandemic, relying instead on
livestreaming of their services.
Others chose to reopen while fol-
lowing the Nebraska guidelines
that include appropriate social dis-
tancing.

A letter to all St. Cecilia mem-
bers went out last week from its
pastor, the Rev. Michael Grewe,
asking people to sign up for the
Mass they planned to attend so the
capacity could remain at 50% or
below. He also asked that anyone
who has a health problem or is old-
er to please stay home for a while

Services were ‘wonderful’
despite limits on gathering
size, celebrants in masks
and an absence of hugs

AMID THREAT OF NEW WAVE

Mnuchin sees
‘bounce-back’
ahead; Pence
self-isolates

HOUSTON (AP) — Trump ad-
ministration officials spoke opti-
mistically about a relatively quick
rebound from the coronavirus Sun-
day as life within the White House
reflected the stark challenges still
posed by the pandemic, with Vice
President Mike Pence “self-isolat-
ing” after one of his aides tested
positive.

A balancing act was playing out
the world over, with leaders start-
ing to loosen lockdowns that have
left millions unemployed while
also warning of the threat of a sec-
ond wave of infections.

Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin predicted that the Amer-
ican economy would rebound in
the second half of this year from
unemployment rates that rival
those of the Great Depression.
Another 3.2 million U.S. workers
applied for jobless benefits last
week, bringing the total over the
past seven weeks to 33.5 million.
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douglas County reports a record 156 new cases and two new deaths. Page 2A

Popular north Omaha farmers market and art fair will take a year off. Page 2A

Wildlife group sees record number of baby animals rescued. Midlands, Page 3A

UFC’s return amid pandemic could provide blueprint for other leagues. Sports
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Lost revenue
due to virus
hits college
budgets hard

By riCK ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Colleges across the nation have
begun to make budget cuts as they
see their finances suffering be-
cause of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Iowa State University will trim
$4 million from its athletic de-
partment, mainly in pay cuts. The
University of Akron in Ohio plans
to consolidate its 11 academic
colleges into five to address a $65
million loss. And executives at the
University of Oregon, the Univer-
sity of Delaware and the Universi-
ty of Southern California have vol-
unteered to take pay reductions.

Although Nebraska institutions
aren’t proposing executive pay
cuts or specific program elimina-
tions yet, public higher education
leaders here anticipate a harsh
budgeting situation this year and
next. They say it’s too early to
know whether the word “brutal”
might fit.

The coronavirus outbreak
threatens just about every source
of money that colleges and uni-
versities rely on — state money,

no program or salary cuts
yet in nebraska like other
colleges, but exec says they
‘know it’s gonna be bad’

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 8,315 98
Iowa 11,959 265
U.S. 1,300,696 78,771

*As of 11 p.m. Sunday

R y a n S O d E R L I n / T H E W O R L d - H E R a L d

More than three-fourths of regular primary voters in Nebraska requested
mail-in ballots. Wisconsin was the last state to hold an in-person primary.

NEBRASKA’S 2ND DISTRICT
Democratic primary contenders
display key differences. Page 4A

See Election: Page 4

See Budgets: Page 2

Although
many local
churches
remain
closed
due to the
coronavirus
pandemic,
parishioners
gathered in
person for
Sunday Mass
at St. Cecilia
Cathedral
in Omaha.
Above,
Ron Helms
hands out
masks at the
cathedral.
Members
were asked
to wear
masks,
sign up for
Mass so the
cathedral’s
capacity did
not exceed
50% and to
continue
staying home
if elderly or
otherwise
at risk. St.
Cecelia is
still live-
streaming
its services.

Z L O n G
T H E W O R L d -
H E R a L d

See Church: Page 4

See Virus: Page 2


