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Throwing out the first
pitch, serving as an honor-
ary coach and talking pot-
holes with a hall of famer.
All in a days work for

Papillion Police Chief
Scott Lyons.
Lyons got to live out

the dream of every base-
ball fan on March 25 when
he served as an honorary
coach for the Kansas City
Royals during their ex-
hibition contest with the
Omaha Storm Chasers at
Werner Park.
A Missouri native and

longtime Royals fan, Ly-
ons said the opportunity
to stand in the dugout
among his favorite team
was one he won’t soon
forget.
“I was just blown away

by the whole experience,”
Lyons said. “I felt like a lit-
tle kid again.”
Lyons was approached

by Storm Chasers General
Manager Martie Cordaro
about a month ago about
being an honorary coach.
But as excited as he was,
Lyons didn’t want to set
himself up for a letdown.
“He sent me an email

and I made my wife (Julie)
read it just to make sure
she was seeing the same
thing I was,” he said. “She
just looked at me and said,
‘This is your dream.’
“But there was also a

foot of snowon the ground
at that time and I didn’t
want to get my hopes
up because the game got
rained out last year.”
But the weather coop-

erated and Lyons found
himself hanging out with
current big leaguers, as
well as the greatest Royal
of all time.
“I was down on the

field and I introduced my-
self to George Brett,” Ly-
ons said. “I’ve been a Roy-
als fan my whole life, so
obviously that was a thrill.

“He was talking about
the difference between the
potholes in Johnson Coun-
ty (Missouri) as opposed
to the potholes in Kansas
City. I knew exactly what
he was talking about it, so
I jumped right in and we
talked potholes.”
He also struck up con-

versations with Royals
manager Ned Yost and
veteran left fielder Alex
Gordon, a Nebraska na-
tive.
“Ned was a very cool

guy we talked about hunt-
ing and fishing,” he said.
“Alex actually has a rela-
tive in law enforcement.
It was kind of refreshing
to see that a major leaguer
was interested in what I
did.”
Then came the moment

of truth for Lyons as he
was tasked with throw-
ing out the first pitch. As
the nerves kicked in, he
wasn’t about to have a re-
peat performance of what
happened during his pre-
vious first-pitch experi-
ence.
“I threw out the first

pitch during our National
Night Out event last year,
and I bounced it to the
plate,” he laughed. “There
was no way I was going to
do that again.”
Once the game started,

Lyons, in full uniform,
spent most of his time on
the top step observing the
action.
“Other than a couple of

times where I sat down, I
was on the rail the whole
game,” he said. “I thought,
‘How many chances am I
going to get to do this?’ I
wanted to take full advan-
tage of it.”
Lyons said he was im-

pressed by the work that is
done by both players and
coaches throughout the
game.
“It was great to hear

the players talk about the
pitchers and listen to the
coaches talk about the dif-

ferent players, especially
because the coaches for
the Royals were talking
about the development
of the guys on the other
team,” Lyons said. “You
hear about what goes on
during a game, but it’s
not the same perspective
you get when you’re in the
dugout. That’s an experi-
ence you never get.”
Lyons said you can

draw comparisons from
baseball into his line of
work.
“I relate it to police

work in that there’s a rou-
tine and rules to follow,”
he said. “You have towork
through first base and sec-
ond base as a policeman.”
And while the players

do like to have their fun
during a game, especially
one of the exhibition va-
riety, they’re all business
when they need to be.
“There was an air of

professionalism among
them,” Lyons said. “It was
great to see how a guy
like Alex Gordon gets pre-
pared and focused for a
game. From top to bottom,
it’s what you’d expect.”
Lyons admitted being

around major players was
a larger than life experi-
ence.
“I’ve been in a lot of har-

rowing situations in my
life for my job, but there
aren’t many times in my
life I’ve been as nervous as
I was that night,” he said.
“You get to meet your he-
roes and be around a team

you grew up rooting for.”
The surreal moment

was not lost on Lyons,
whose love for the game
dates back to his days as
a young boy attending
games with his father.

“I’ve been to hundreds
of games over the years
and it becomes part of
your existence,” he said.
“From the word go, I was
humbled by this entire ex-
perience.”

Policing the dugout
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Papillion Police Chief Scott Lyons, left, stands next to Kansas City Royals manager Ned Yost during the March 25 exhibition 
game between the Royals and Omaha Storm Chasers at Werner Park. Lyons served as an honorary coach for the Royals.
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Papillion Police Chief Scott Lyons throws out the first pitch prior to the March 25 exhibition 
game between the Kansas City Royals and Omaha Storm Chasers at Werner Park.

Lyons gets to 
live out dream

with favorite team
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Police and fire departments
are always on the same side
when it comes to protecting and
saving the lives of people.
But on April 12, those two de-

partments will go head-to-head
for community bragging rights.
The second annual Helmet

and Shield Foundation basket-

ball game between firefighters
and law enforcement will take
place April 12 at 7 p.m. at Papil-
lion-La Vista South High School,
10799 Highway 370.
There is no admission fee, but

a freewill donation will be taken
with all proceeds going to the
Helmet and Shield Foundation.
There will also be concessions
for purchase.

Joe LaPuzza, a member of
the Papillion Fire Department
and director for the Helmet
and Shield Foundation, said
the charity game is a great way
to stoke the competitive fires
of both departments, and raise
some money in the process.
“These guys have been prac-

ticing, so they’re going to try
and put a good product on the

floor,” LaPuzza said. “But it’s
an opportunity to make it a fun
competition, at a family-friendly
event, and raise some money.”
The Helmet and Shield Foun-

dation helps cover unexpected
costs for law enforcement offi-
cers and firefighters.
“If someone gets hurt, or they

have a family emergency, we
can grant money to that indi-

vidual,” LaPuzza said. “It helps
with some unexpected costs and
is a way for us to make sure
we’re taking care of each other.”
LaPuzza said he has about 25

players lined up for the contest,
including representatives from
the Papillion Fire Department,
La Vista and Papillion fire de-
partments and the Sarpy County
Sheriff’s Office.

Charity hoops game to benefit Helmet and Shield Foundation
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