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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. --
The 55th Security Forces Squadron staff, currently

working from seven different facilities, was among many
Team Offutt agencies without offices and dispersed around
base, due to the flood in March. Many offices and buildings
were ruined, which was estimated at over $420 million in
repairs.

To reconsolidate the unit while their new facility is con-
structed, they will be moved into a dormitory that has been
repurposed as office space.

“We’re one of the largest squadrons on base, so finding
the appropriate amount of space was difficult,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Shane Sudman, 55th SFS operations and train-
ing superintendent.

The dorm option came into play this past summer, with
the initial move-in date in August.

The two biggest challenges were that the 55th Civil
Engineer Squadron had to remodel and repaint the rooms,
and they had to make sure light fixtures, sinks and toilets
were good to go, said Sudman. The communications portion
was more difficult than what they initially expected, which
is the reason it got pushed to a November-December time
frame.

The 55th Communications Squadron had to figure out
how to install more fiber optic cable, and get the internet up
and running in living spaces that weren’t initially allocated
for offices.

Jaimie Rempe, 55th SFS resource advisor, was able to
procure $145,000 in funds to purchase office furniture, and
make needed updates before the end of the fiscal year.

“We’ve been fractured for more than six months, and
communication between displaced staff members is not
always accurate,” Sudman said. “You can appreciate how
cumbersome it can be when you’re trying to make quick
decisions but the staff is not together. This move will bring
synergy.”

Flood recovery: 55th SFS office relocation

The 55th Security Forces Squadron staff was scheduled to relocate into 36 newly renovated office spaces in a base dormitory Nov.
25.

By 55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — The Offutt Air Force
Base Exchange will welcome home disabled Veterans, Pur-
ple Heart recipients and certain caregivers with in-store
shopping privileges beginning Jan. 1.

Army & Air Force Exchange Service shopping privileges
will expand to all veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities, veterans who are Purple Heart recipients, veterans
who are former prisoners of war and primary family care-
givers for veterans who are enrolled in the Department of
Veterans Affairs Program of Comprehensive Assistance
for Family Caregivers.

In all, 4.1 million Americans will be eligible for the new
benefit.

This new privilege was specified in the Purple Heart and
Disabled Veterans Equal Access Act of 2018, included in
the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for
fiscal 2019.

The Department of Defense officially announced the
expansion Nov. 13.

“It is an honor to welcome our Nation’s heroes back to

their Exchange,” said Exchange Director/CEO Tom Shull,
a Vietnam-era Army Veteran. “They fought for us. They
sacrificed for us. They deserve this.”

The new patron group will also have access to commis-
saries and morale, welfare and recreation (MWR) retail
facilities located on U.S. military installations.

The Department of Defense advised it is still working
through details of the expansion with the Departments of
Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security. More informa-
tion regarding installation access and the authentication
process will be available soon.

Before the expansion, only veterans with 100% ser-
vice-connected disabilities could shop in person. (Ac-
tive-duty service members, their dependents and military
retirees also have in-store and online privileges.)

All honorably discharged veterans can shop the military
exchanges online now, through a benefit that was secured
in 2017. Since then, veterans have saved more than $6
million in sales tax.

Veterans can determine their eligibility to shop online at
ShopMyExchange.com/vets.

Veterans who need additional information about the in-

store patronage expansion can visit the veterans section on
the Exchange’s Community Hub.

Since 1895, the Army & Air Force Exchange Service has
gone where Soldiers, Airmen and their families go to im-
prove the quality of their lives by providing valued goods
and services at exclusive military pricing.

The Exchange is the 62nd-largest retailer in the United
States. Its earnings provided $2.3 billion in dividends to
support military morale, welfare and recreation programs
over the last 10 years.

The Exchange is a non-appropriated fund entity of the
Department of Defense and is directed by a Board of Di-
rectors. The Exchange is a 50th Anniversary Vietnam War
Commemorative Partner, planning and conducting events
and activities that recognize the service, valor and sacrifice
of Vietnam Veterans and their families in conjunction with
the United States of America Vietnam War Commemora-
tion.

To find out more about the Exchange history and mission
or to view recent press releases please visit our website at
http://www.shopmyexchange.com or follow us on Twitter at
https://twitter.com/ExchangePAO.

Offutt’s Base Exchange expands shopping privileges
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