
Dedrick Mills shows he can carry the load for Husker rushing attack,
and offensive line proves it can clear the way. Sports

RECYCLING BID REJECTED
Mayor Jean Stothert wants the city
to explore other options. Midlands

City Council
OKs 3% tax
on vaping
products

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Omaha City Council passed
the city’s first tax on vaping prod-
ucts Tuesday and, with a barely
discussed amendment, made per-
manent the city’s broader occupa-
tion tax on tobacco.

The council approved the city’s
own tobacco tax in 2012 as a way
to support construction of the new
cancer center at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.

Then-councilwoman Jean Stoth-
ert, who was running for mayor,
expressed reservations about the
new tax. It passed with a sunset
clause that would kill the tax at the
end of 2022.

On Tuesday, as the vaping tax
neared approval, Council Presi-
dent Chris Jerram and Council-
man Ben Gray made a motion to
strike the sunset language from
the wider tobacco tax ordinance.

Gray said he had talked about
making the change to boost the
city’s bottom line for months, and
Jerram defended the change as
better reflecting the public health
nature of the tax. “Unfortunately,
smoking and vaping are not going
away,” Jerram said.

But council members Aimee
Melton and Brinker Harding
said they couldn’t support such a
change without discussing what
it would do, whether the changes
should be made and why.

“When they passed it there was
a sunset in it, and they’re gonna
change it in 30 seconds,” Melton
said, criticizing the process by
which it was passed.

Said Harding: “There was no
mention of it before the vote.”

Even City Treasurer Donna
Waller expressed surprise about
the change, saying she would need
more time to figure out what the
council had done and where the

With little discussion,
the council also makes
permanent the tobacco tax,
which was to end in 2022

UNO GRAD IN MIDDLE OF
TURMOIL IN HONG KONG

It is 2 a.m. in
Hong Kong and
Will Patterson, like
many a sleep-de-
prived graduate
student, is wide
awake.

He’s usually up
at this hour, ed-
iting video in his
postage stamp of

an apartment not far from the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, where he is
enrolled in a master’s degree pro-
gram in journalism.

Turmoil in this international
port city, a former British colony
under Chinese control, has meant
his campus is closed and his class-
es are moved to online. But for this
22-year-old Omahan, his journal-
ism education is taking place right
on the streets.

“I landed in the middle of a so-
cial revolution,” said Patterson,
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Law prof sues NU
The longtime professor

alleges that she has received
unequal pay because of her

gender. Midlands
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By MichAel Brice-SAddler

THE WASHINGTON POST

South Dakota is on meth — at
least, that’s the message behind
a new anti-drug ad campaign so
widely mocked that one market-
ing expert could only laugh before
calling it “a colossal blunder.”

The “Meth. We’re on it.” aware-
ness initiative was introduced
Monday by South Dakota Gov.
Kristi Noem, a Republican, to
address the state’s methamphet-

amine crisis. In a press release,
officials underscored the impor-
tance of combating drug use in a
state where twice as many 12- to
17-year-olds reported using meth
compared with the national aver-
age.

“South Dakota’s meth crisis is
growing at an alarming rate. It
impacts every community in our
state, and it threatens the success
of the next generation,” Noem said
in a public service announcement.

‘Meth. We’re on it,’ says south
dakota in ridiculed ad campaign

See Meth: Page 3

By JoSeph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons Director Kathleen
Hawk Sawyer testified Tuesday
that the FBI is investigating the
possibility of a “criminal enter-
prise” when it comes to Jeffrey
Epstein’s death in custody.

Appearing before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, Sawyer also
said she’s not aware of evidence
that would contradict the coroner’s

finding of suicide. But she noted
the FBI and inspector general both
have ongoing investigations into
the matter.

Sawyer said those ongoing in-
vestigations limit what she could
say about the case at the moment.

Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., and a
member of the committee, said
that was “crazy” given that Ep-
stein was found dead in his cell in
mid-August and Thanksgiving is
approaching.

sasse calls it ‘crazy’ not to have
more answers on epstein’s death

See Epstein: Page 3

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

T H e A s s O C I A T e d P r e s s

Molotov cocktails are left over Tuesday at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University
campus, which has been under siege. Will Patterson, an Omahan studying in Hong Kong,
says, “I’ve never seen Molotov cocktails before. And now I’m seeing hundreds.” See Grace: Page 2

See Vaping: Page 2
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