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tracking
COVID’s toll
on Nebraska
nursing homes

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

For months as the coronavirus
pandemic raged coast to coast,
Omaha’s St. Joseph Villa nursing
home remained a cheerful safe ha-
ven for its elderly residents.

But beginning in mid-July,
COVID-19 gained a foothold with-
in the halls of the care center just
south of downtown. And despite
the staff’s life-and-death struggle
to contain it, the virus proceeded
to ravage St. Joseph’s fragile pop-
ulation.

First, two residents died. The
next week, four more succumbed.
And week by week, deaths mount-
ed.

As of early September, 16 resi-
dents had died — the second-high-
est coronavirus death toll of any
nursing home in Nebraska. And St.
Joseph is now among nine Nebras-
ka nursing homes with double-dig-
it COVID-19 fatalities.

Seventy-five-year-old Lily Riga-
tuso was among the victims at St.
Joseph. Her son, Eli, kept a 10-day
vigil outside his mother’s window
before she passed away July 26.

“I’m confident if COVID hadn’t
struck, she would still be here,” Eli
said of his generous and spirited
mother.

Gov. Pete Ricketts and state
health officials for months have
rejected calls to release the names
of Nebraska nursing homes with
COVID-19 outbreaks, offering

9 facilities have 10 or more
fatalities; vast majority of
deadly outbreaks had not
been publicly disclosed

Fast COVID-19 tests to get tryout with Huskers
By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It’s just a black plastic box that
looks like a cross between an office
desk phone and a credit card ma-
chine.

But antigen testing machines
like those in Nebraska Medicine’s
clinical laboratory in Omaha are
being credited with helping the
Huskers and the rest of the Big
Ten get back to playing football
this fall.

A newer version of the device set
up inside Memorial Stadium could
be used to run daily COVID-19

tests on Husker players, coaches
and others in the coming weeks.
The tests are part of the medical
protocols the Big Ten will require
during its shortened season.

Antigen tests, commonly used
in doctor’s offices for influenza,
detect proteins known as antigens
that have been collected on nasal
swabs or in saliva. While they’re
less sensitive than the gold stan-
dard test — PCR, or polymerase
chain reaction — they’re faster
and cheaper and can be conducted
by a trained technician.

Antigen testing is key part of plan to get big ten teams
back on the field for fall football season amid pandemic

CItY AIMS tO Get bAD rOADS
FIXeD IN HIGH-pOVertY AreAS

By reeCe ristAu

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Louise Connelly has watched from
her quaint home on the corner of 32nd
and Harrison Streets as driver after
unsuspecting driver turned off of
Harrison and — clunk!— hit a crater
at the top of 32nd Street.

For years, Connelly said, she and
her roommate had called the city
asking for an upgrade to the stretch
of 32nd Street between Harrison and

Polk — a small section of unpaved
road.

Connelly’s street is among an esti-
mated 300 miles of unimproved roads
in Omaha that decades ago were not
built to city standards.

Until the passage of an unimproved
streets policy in late 2018, the city
wanted Connelly to help pay for im-
provements. That wasn’t an option for
the 69-year-old retiree and her room-
mate.

“We don’t have the money to pay
for a road,” Connelly said. “As many
taxes as we pay anyhow for roads, we
shouldn’t have to.”

A recent change to the 2018 unim-
proved streets policy should make it
even easier for Omahans like Connel-
ly, who live in areas of higher poverty,
to get their substandard roads fixed at
no cost.

Under the 2018 policy championed

rule change makes it easier for some to get subpar streets upgraded at no cost
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One of Omaha’s unimproved streets, 32nd Street near Harrison, is still unpaved. About 300 miles of roads were not built to city standards decades ago.
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The Sofia
diagnostic
testing machine
at the Nebraska
Medicine
clinical lab
can provide
rapid results
for coronavirus
tests. A version
of the device
at Memorial
Stadium could
test Nebraska
football players,
coaches and
others for
COVID-19.
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See Testing: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 40,797 442
Iowa 79,740 1,264
U.S. 6,764,803 199,258

*As of 10 p.m. Saturday

See Roads: Page 2

See Nursing homes: Page 4
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$50 OFF BRAKES AND MAINTENANCE
(Front and Rear Brakes, save $25 on each axle)

See website for discount details and to make an appointment

8906 Maple St.
(402) 393-7888

2717 Leavenworth
(402) 346-1040

301 Ft. Crook Rd
(402) 293-1800

Bellevue

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Valid at participating
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.

1-800-STEEMER® | stanleysteemer.com

Promo Code: C3RJ9
each additional room $30

3 ROOMS $119
CARPET CLEANING

Expires: 9/30/2020


