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BEFORE FIRST DATE

Loofe texted
Boswell: ‘Just
… me and
you, right?’

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

WILBER, Neb. — Just before
Sydney Loofe went on her first
Internet-arranged date with a
woman named “Audrey” on Nov.
14, 2017, she texted a cautionary
question.

“Just going to be me and you,
right?” she asked via the dating
app Tinder.

“OK. Yes. Of course,” responded
Audrey.

“Audrey” turned out to be Bai-
ley Boswell, the girlfriend of Au-
brey Trail.

That’s according to testimony
Wednesday in Trail’s trial, which
will continue next week.

Trail, 52, and Boswell, 25, are
charged with first-degree murder
in the slaying and dismemberment
of Loofe, who disappeared on Nov.
16, 2017, following a second date
with Boswell arranged over Tin-
der. Trail and Boswell face the
possibility of the death penalty if
convicted.

Loofe’s first date with Boswell,
on Nov. 14, involved only them.
But a second date, the next night,
ended up at an apartment in Wil-
ber shared by Boswell and Trail.
And, according to Trail’s state-
ments, Loofe died sometime that
night amid a “sexual fantasy” that

‘OK. Yes. Of course,’
was the response; Loofe
disappeared after the
second date the next night

Unlicensed midwife charged; baby died after home birth

By Kevin Cole

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

An unlicensed midwife has
been charged with negligent child
abuse resulting in death after a
baby died following an unsuccess-
ful home delivery in Omaha.

Angela M. Hock, 36, of Riv-
erdale, Nebraska, was booked
into the Douglas County Jail on

Wednesday. She is awaiting her
first court appearance.

In her 25 years working in the
Douglas County Attorney’s Office,
Chief Deputy County Attorney
Brenda Beadle said she never has
had a case in which an unlicensed
person has been charged in con-
nection with a home birth that re-
sulted in death.

According to an affidavit filed

in Douglas Coun-
ty, Omaha Fire
Department para-
medics were dis-
patched to a home
near 48th and
Spaulding Streets
about 9:25 p.m.
June 15. They
found Hock, who
operates Nebraska Birth Keep-
er, attempting to help 25-year-old
Emily Noe deliver a breech baby
in the home. Noe was on her hands
and knees as another woman held

the partially delivered baby, the
affidavit said.

The baby girl eventually was
delivered by rescue squad per-
sonnel en route to the Nebraska
Medical Center. She was limp,
wasn’t breathing and had no
pulse, according to the affidavit.
The ambulance crew worked to
resuscitate the baby, who was tak-
en to the neonatal intensive care
unit at the hospital and placed on
life support.

Central Nebraska woman is jailed here; she told
Omaha mother she was trained in breech deliveries

Uncle Dud, WWII pilot: A story of
heroism and a nephew’s persistence

The question stayed with Dan
Crouchley for most of his life.
What happened to Uncle Dud?

He asked it as a child. He
asked it as an adult. He asked it
so many times and in so many
different ways that the question
about the handsome World War
II pilot he never got to know, the
one presumed killed in battle,
became more than a question —

it became a quest.
This quest would take years

of dogged pursuit. It would take
the invention of the Internet and
the fall of the Iron Curtain. It
would take serendipity and un-
wavering faith that Dan would,
someday, discover the answer.

Today, some 75 years and six
days after 1st Lt. John Dudley
“Dud” Crouchley’s plane went

down in the mountains of Bul-
garia, that answer is spread out
on Dan Crouchley’s dining room
table in west Omaha. In photo-
graphs and documents, in maps
and medals, in pieces of twisted
metal and broken Plexiglas is
the story of what happened to
Uncle Dud.

It’s an American story, on this
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HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

As transcription
needs increase,
cursive skills
are in demand

THe WasHingTon PosT

The seventh-graders from Berk-
shire Country Day School in Stock-
bridge, Massachusetts, bend close
over a handwritten copy of the
Judiciary Act of 1789, expanded
large, in the basement of the Na-
tional Archives.

“Oh, that’s an A,” one boy says
with a flash of insight. “This is,
like, really skinny writing.”

A girl tries to make out the
squiggly handwritten characters
on the page: “Smile … by the …sar-
dine?” she reads.

Hmm. It’s not very likely the
first Congress wrote that.

Leigh Doherty, associate head
of the school, looks on. She ad-
mits that, even though the private
school offers a cursive-writing
class, most revert to printing “as
soon as they can.”

Cursive has gone out of style. To
many young people, deciphering

See Cursive: Page 4

See Midwife: Page 4

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

See Grace: Page 2

See Trail: Page 4

Angela Hock

B R E N D A N S U L L I VA N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Dan Crouchley, with wife Maureen in their Omaha home, searched for most of his life for answers about what happened to his uncle
John Dudley “Dud” Crouchley, pictured top right. On June 28, 1944, 1st Lt. Crouchley, a World War II pilot, crashed a B-24 near Churen,
Bulgaria. His crewmates survived and were captured. At top left, Dan Crouchley holds a piece of the B-24 found at Uncle Dud’s crash site.


